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PASTOR’S DESK by Father Hovnan Demerjian – The Last Word 

But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, 

I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. (Jn 21:25) 

These words end the Gospel of John and reflect a central point of the Bible, and the theology of the Armenian Church; 

namely that words cannot capture and define the greatness of God.  For we are creatures and God is God, so anything we say 

and express will fall infinitely short. Thus the starting point of all good thinking, writing and praying about God is to recall 

God’s sacred mystery; and that mysteries can’t be grasped, we can only be grasped by them.  I pray that during this Easter 

season we are grasped by the loving grace of our great, living God which is truly beyond words.  

Recently, however, we held another commemoration which reminds us that it is not only hard to find words to describe the 

great goodness of God, it is also hard to find words to describe the great badness of evil.   We Armenians have come up 

against this problem whenever we refer to the greatest evil which has ever befallen us, the Armenian Genocide whose 106th 

anniversary we commemorated this April 24th & 25th. 

As many of you know, words literally failed to describe this event.  A new word actually had to be invented, by Jewish human 

rights lawyer Raphael Lemkin, to describe the past massacres of Armenians, as well as the Jewish massacres which were then 

in progress.  Genocide was that word. Inventing that word, however, did not solve the difficulty of describing our genocide, 

which persists to this day.  Turkey and their closest allies are well aware of the power and consequences of using the word 

Genocide, and refuse to use it.  We Armenians also have difficulty describing this great evil which befell us. I remember well, 

six years ago when we debated what words to use on our genocide monument.  We had an email debate of nearly fifty 

messages. Should we write 1.5 million Armenians were murdered, massacred or perished?  Was this done by the Turks, the 

Kurds or the Ottoman Government?  What about the good Turks and Kurds who saved Armenians? 

There is not, and there never will be an easy way to talk about the Armenian Genocide, because this was a great and complex 

evil that is beyond normal words to describe.  That’s why perhaps the most accurate way to describe the Armenian Genocide 

is the original term used in our language Mets Yeghern. “Great Calamity” is how this term is usually translated but Yeghern is 

even more open and mysterious; an affliction so evil, that we can’t quite yet put words to it.  Like the God of great goodness, 

this event of great evil is sacred, it is a mystery, and should not be touched lightly. You cannot grasp the genocide and get 

easily over it, you can only be grasped by it and-by the grace of God- get through it.  

Put another way, when it comes to expressing great love or overcoming great hate, words fall short.  Thankfully, Scripture has 

many words to guide us when our own words fall short, and Christ is the ultimate Word of God, who “became flesh and 

dwelt among us, (Jn 1:14)” to show us—where words fall short—how God can transform the darkest evil into renewed life.  

In doing so, God’s Word, Jesus, gives us the final word to describe the Mets Yeghern the “great calamity” that befell us.  That 

word is neither victim, nor is it murdered nor massacred—it is martyred.  Martyr is the Greek word for “witness.”  Our 

ancestors who perished in the Armenian Genocide were witnesses to and participants in the betrayal and torture of Christ; and 

ultimately his resurrection. We perpetuate their witness in our own way by recalling these events during Holy Week and Easter.   

And as we turned our attention once again this month to the one hundred and sixth commemoration and sixth Saints’ day of 

the Holy Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide, let us also turn again to God’s Word where our words fail.  “Do not let your 

hearts be troubled,” Jesus says in the reading for our martyrs commemoration, “Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places...And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will also come again and will take you 

to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also...I am the way, and the truth, and the life. (Jn 14:1-6).” 

And so as the heavy burden of another April 24th has passed, “let not our hearts be troubled,” that our ancestors were 

violently taken from their homes on this Earth.  Let us be one hundred percent confident- as many of them were-in the 

ultimate Word of God that “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” Our sainted relatives lived a terrible, but 

ultimately beautiful mystery beyond words-that great suffering and death are real, but that new life in Christ is the greatest 

reality still. This Easter season, we follow our ancestors in placing our hope in the Resurrected Lord.  Where words fail or are 

misused, we remain confident and joyful that Jesus will always have the last word on the Great Calamity of the Armenian 

Genocide, now and always and unto the ages of ages amen.  
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by David Kazarian, Parish Council Chair 

Greetings from the Parish Coucil.  I was humbled when the counsel elected me to chair the parish council.   We have a 
wonderful council with people who have served in the past and understand the workings of the council as well as an 
alternate who has not served but is very interested in the council and is attending.  I’m honored to serve with past chairs 
of this body all of whom did a magnificent job. I have big shoes to fill! 
  
This year our council and church have great challenges.  The Covid problem has kept many away from church much too 
long.  Our Sunday school has been closed much too long.  And our hall, which had generated much needed funds for 
our church has been closed, yes, much too long.  Hopefully things will get back to normal (or the new normal everyone 
is talking about) soon! 
  
I was recently at a pharmacy meeting to learn about new legislation in pharmacy and other important topics.  One of the 
lecturers was a man I admire and respect.  As he was lecturing, he hesitated and then fell from the platform where he was 
lecturing.  He was unconscious when he hit the floor but thankfully there were several in the room that knew 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation.   His life was saved and when the paramedics came he was conscious and they rushed 
him off to the hospital. 
  
That even has been repeating in my mind over and over and made me think about how frail mankind is, and how close 
we are to God, and how important our church is.  People have joked with me and told me the more we age the closer we 
get to God.  But it shouldn’t be that way.  We should always be close to God. 
  
A very good friend of mine is a roman catholic priest and has a PhD in divinity.   Many of you know Father Hector 
LaChapelle.  His PhD thesis was about Christian education.  He did research and studied Christian education in the 
lower grades and in high school.  He followed students and studied the effect of Christian education on the young, and 
on high school students.  What he found was if children were taught at an early age they were more devout Christians 
later in life.  But if they had no Christian upbringing when they were young but were exposed to that education in high 
school they were not as devout.  Father Hector’s conclusion was word of God is herd clearer when we are young than 
later in life.  Children are programmed to learn! 
  
I would like to see our church focus on the youth.  To that end I have personally purchased some educational materials 
that can be used in Sunday school.  I’d like to see Sunday school start as soon as we can safely do that.  But I’d like to see 
some of our parishioners step forward and volunteer to teach and become a part of St Hagop Armenian Church’s 
Christian education team.  My vision was to encourage the youth of our church to come on Sunday to learn.  And if they 
did, after a certain period of time award their efforts with a Bible inscribed with their name.  Perhaps those children as 
they grow older would become a part of the educational process for younger children. 
  
Some time ago, I allowed a bible study group to use my conference room at the office for an early morning bible 
study.  The leader of the group is a very interesting Jewish man.  He has led the group of mostly Christian men in bible 
study over the past several years.  One morning I told him about my vision for the youth in the church and he told his 
groups about our conversation.  Last week he came to me and said he told the group about the materials I had and what 
I wanted to do.  He said his group wanted to donate to the cause and buy Bibles for the youth of our church that come 
to Sunday School. 
  
God puts people together for a reason, I truly believe He led that man to me, so we could get together.  I was inspired by 
his bible study groups donation and felt it was the stimulus that we all need to get the Sunday school program on its feet 
and have regular attendance of the youth.  With God’s help our program will be strong and it’s my hope we’ll have too 
many children for the Sunday school room and will have to use the hall for Sunday school. 
  
I’d like to ask all that read this to think about people that might be good teachers for our Sunday school.  We have much 
material and I believe many people that would be willing to help.  You don’t have to have an education in teaching or a 
diploma in Christian education to lead this effort (or even help). I’d like to ask all of you to think about people that could 
help our church in this important program. 
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SAYAT NOVA TODAY 

Dr. George Kamajian is still accepting prose and poetry submissions for his online literary 

magazine ‘Sayat Nova Today’. Please submit your work to pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com. To 

provide a taste of the magazine, we present the original poems below. 

 

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE BY DARON ANTRANIG NOURI 

 

We mourn the loss of those we love 

They were innocent, white as a dove 

We wish they still lived here 

But they always will be oh so near. 

 

We were separated and dispersed 

As we braced for the worst 

Scattered throughout country, province, state 

This is something very few others can relate. 

 

We must forgive the ones that did it 

Although they still don’t admit 

God said to love thy neighbor 

Even when bad things occur. 

Together we stand strong 

To encourage acknowledgement of their wrong 

We have learned to flourish and live freely 

And continue to love oh so dearly. 

 

The first of its kind 

But not the one in people’s mind 

Alas! We can continue to mourn 

but first, everyone must learn... 

 

...about the Armenian Genocide 

 

 

 

LOVE BY STELLA ECKART 

Love is an abundance of feelings for someone dear 

Love is caring for someone deeply 

With love, we can plant and fecund 

Love is as needed as the sunshine on this earth  

As needed as the moon in the universe 

Love makes us happy and sometimes makes us cry 

Because it is so powerful and life changing 

Love helps me forgive those that cause me pain 

Love is powerful 

  

mailto:pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com
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Genocide victims remembered on ‘Red 

Sunday’ at Pinellas Armenian church 

 
Anastasia Dawson, Tampa Bay Times 
Sun, April 25, 2021 

 

PINELLAS PARK — Haig Yardumian’s great grandfather saved the lives of hundreds 
of Armenians by leading them north through Turkish-controlled territory to safety in 
Bulgaria. 

Chris Sassouni’s grandparents were still in their early 20s when they joined the 
underground and worked to protect hundreds of orphans in the decimated Armenian 
villages of eastern Turkey. 

But only recently did the rest of the world come to understand the genocide that is 
central to the lives of the Tampa Bay Armenians who call St. Hagop Armenian Church 
in Pinellas Park their religious and cultural home. 

There are no movies, so concerned has the United States been to maintain its 
relations with military ally Turkey. And if you pull world history books off the shelf of the 
nearby Largo Library, only two or three even mention the oppression of Armenians by 
the Turks. 



5 | AVEDIS ԱՒԵՏԻՍ 

“I don’t actually know what my father knew about his dad and his history, because he 
never talked about it,” said Sassouni, 63, of Clearwater. “I would guess maybe 30 or 40 
percent of it. 

“It’s hard to wrap your head around how he could live all those years without asking 
questions, but my father’s answer was always that most Armenian families who had 
witnessed and survived the genocide first hand never talked about it because they did 
not want to pass on those horrors to their children.” 

Each member of St. Hagop can tell a similar story, the Rev. Hovnan Demerjian said 
today as the small and socially distanced congregation gathered at its fellowship hall 
on this “Red Sunday” — widely considered the beginning of the Armenian Genocide 
when, on April 24, 1915, about 100 top Armenian intellectuals were executed by 
Turkish military. 

It was one of the darkest chapters in a deportation campaign that drove some 1.2 
million Armenians away from their homes to the desert, refugee camps, and for many, 
death. 

This year’s observance of Red Sunday took on special meaning with the public 
recognition last week by President Joe Biden that the Armenians were indeed victims 
of a genocide — one rooted in ethnic and religious differences and Turkish fears about 
plots to create an Armenian homeland. 

It’s hard to come to grips with this painful past for Armenians living in America. He 
compared it to a funeral. 

“Whenever you have a commemoration after a funeral, it’s always tough because you 
have part of the family that’s very sad,” Demerjian said. “It’s a sacred day for them and 
a solemn time, and you have another part of family and friends who are just ready to 
celebrate the life of that person. 

“You have both of those emotions happening every time we commemorate the 
genocide, and there are no easy answers.” 

Still, in many ways, Armenians have learned to flourish in loss, Demerjian said – to ask 
God to transform anger and sorrow for all that was unjustly taken into gratitude for 
what was given and hope for what’s still to come. 

“The danger of dealing with loss, and what requires faith, is that we can easily get 
stuck in our loss,” he said. 

“We can be so diligent to remember and preserve the past that we forget to live in the 
present and open ourselves up to the future. Now, we can take a breath and begin to 
surrender that sense of loss and anger and injustice. Now we can begin to heal.” 
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE FEAST OF THE HOLY MARTYRS WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES DURING THE 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE FOR FAITH AND FOR HOMELAND: 
 

REMEMBER, LORD |  HISHEA TER | ՅԻՇԵԱ ՏԷՐ 
 

Gloria Alvandian in memory of Archie, Zapour, and Aznif Alvandian. Vahe and Heidi Astourian in memory of Nazarian 

Family, and in honor of Nazarit Nazarian, My Grandfather who lost his family. Grace Austin in memory of The Mangerian, 

Musserian and Kechigian Families. Anahid Ayrandjian in memory of Ayrandjian, Mouradian and Meldonian and Family 

Members. Mrs. Eileen Knar Barsamian and Family in memory of Zabel Bastadjian Family and Khosrof Attarian Family of 

Dikranagerd, and Nazareth Barsamian Family of Yozgat. Father Kenneth Bonadies in memory of Anna and Dominic Bonadies. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Boucher - We love the Armenian people and pray for Armenia. May your strong Christian faith stand 

lovingly steadfast in God's Blessings! Aram Choulijian in memory of Choulijian, Terpanjian, Diarbekirlian and (Diarby) 

Families. Father Jim and Beth Coleman, Resurrection Episcopal Church, in memory of All the Genocide Victims; in honor their 

faith. Robert and Julia (Boyajian) Dadekian in memory of Juhar and Samuel Boyajian and Survivors. Jean-Jacques and Hasmig 

Demerjian in memory of Vergin Demerjian. The Demirdjian Family in memory of the Tavoukjian & Demirdjian families. Mrs. 

Rose Derderian in memory of my ancestors and all whose lives were diminished in the mass killings. Fr. Hovnan and Yn. Anna 

Demerjian in honor of All Christians persecuted for their faith, then and now. Greg, Alysia, Melanie and Holly Ekizian in 

memory of All Armenians who perished in the Genocide. Ardavazt and Adrienne Ekizian and Family in memory of Adrienne’s 

mother, Araxie Jamadanian, a Genocide survivor. Martha-Anne Garabedian in memory of Harry Garabedian. The Gilgan 

Family in memory of Hagop and Isabelle Atamian Teresa Haidarian in memory of Hairadbed and Shoushanig Haidarian. Mary 

Haydostian in memory of Elizabeth Parigian (mother and entire family), The Amboyan and Arakelian Families. We shall never 

forget! The Rev. Edward and Sheryl Henley in honor of St. Hagop Armenian Church. Shirak Hovsepian and family in memory 

of Garabed Hovsepian and his parents.  Richard Kachadurian in memory of Dick & Victoria Kachadurian. Sophia Manoulian 

Kugeares in memory of  Khatchik Manouelian, Antranik Manouelian, Antranik Keledjian, Dirouhi Keledjian John and Lucy 

Manoulian, Antranik and Mary Enkababian, Sam Fustukjian, and Sophie Hofhanesian. Eileen Lopez in memory of Vahn 

Meskdougian, my dad. Noubar and Ann Mahdessian in memory of George, Helen Arshalaus Vetzigian and Onnig Mahdessian. 

Mrs. Barbara Maslar in memory of Migirdich Hagopian and Yeahan Taboian. Richard, Linda, Mallory and Robert Maslar in 

memory of Migirdich Hagopian and Yeghasa Taboian. Fr. Michael and KH Virginia Massouh in memory of Rev. Spyridon and 

Kh. Hafeeza Massouh. Edward der Mateosian in memory of Sumpad and Haigan der Matesosian. Arthur and Virgina Mekjian 

in memory of Mekjian and Bayekian Families. Ida Merakyan in memory of Takovhi Mesropian and Ardemis Salmasian (mother 

and sister survivors) The Ohanian Family in memory of Zareh, Ofelia Ohanian, Shamiran Boris Ohanjanians. Mr. & Mrs. A. 

Omartian in memory of The Omartian Family and in honor of "The 1.5 Million Left Behind" Mr. & Mrs. Alex Saharian in 

memory of Alex’s mother, Eugenia Evranian. St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church in honor of those who lost their lives in the 

Genocide. Martha Samuelian and Sima Palakian in memory of Arpine Adjemian and Mgerdich Adjemian “Always in our 

hearts” Tanya and Michael Sarafian in memory of Grandma Sharouhi Dulgerian and in honor of Surviving the genocide. Chuck 

& Kathy Sarkisian in memory of Our Beloved Parents. Noray and Ann Sarkisian in memory of Arixie Sarkisian. The Michael 

Shahnasarian Family in memory of: Edward Shahnasarian, Leon Shahnasarian, Albert Shanazarian. In honor of Michele 

Shahnasarian, Alex & Carolyn Saharian and Mariam Shahnasarian. Freij Tashian and Robina Hovsepian in memory of Harry 

Dikran Tashian, Asadour Sarkisian, Ghazal Manoukianm and Lousin Ayvazian; in honor of The Hovsepian and Tashian 

Families. Vahan Tufankjian in memory of Dickran and M. Anahed Tufankjian. Ida Varadian in memory of my Husband, Carl. 

Fr. Robert & Patricia Wagensell in memory of Fr. Mamigon Vosganian. Catherine Beducian Wilson in memory of John Manoog 

Beducian and in honor of Stephan & Nazley Beducian. Maurice & Marina Youakim in memory of Mamas and Makrouhi 

Haroutunian and the Baghdikian Family. Armen and Rose Zartarian in memory of Karekin and Makroohie Zartarian and in 

honor of Sarkis and Nevart Avedissian. Ara & Rita Keshishian in loving memory of grandfather Bedros Keshishian and family. 



7 | AVEDIS ԱՒԵՏԻՍ 

Mother’s Day Armenian Wine Tasting May 9th after Worship 

Join us on Mother's Day, Sunday May 9th! After worshipping together 

and holding up our mothers in prayer, we will be having a wine tasting 

fellowship to celebrate our moms. Grace Austin will lead us in a tasting 

of three of the Armenian wines which will also be available for 

purchase through Storica Wines. We will be serving a light mezze to be 

paired with the wine. Please contact Mallory Maslar or Grace Austin 

with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Livestream St. Hagop Worship Services, Sermons & Special Events 

facebook www.facebook.com/St.Hagop | youtube www.youtube.com/c/SthagopflOrg | web www.sthagopfl.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/St.Hagop
http://www.youtube.com/c/SthagopflOrg
http://www.sthagopfl.org/
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Photos From An Active & Prayerful Easter Season-Despite the Pandemic!  

 

 

 

 

  

Holy Thursday-Votnlva Holy Thursday-Khavaroom

Good Friday-Taghoom Easter Egg Hunt
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Photos From An Active & Prayerful Easter Season-Despite the Pandemic!  

 

 

 

 

  

Easter Egg Hunt Easter Sunday Worship

Genocide Martys Commemoration Genocide Martys Commemoration
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Photos From An Active & Prayerful Easter Season-Despite the Pandemic!  

 

 

 

 

  

Genocide Martys Commemoration Dn. Albert's Calling to Priesthood

Fr. Guregh's Ordination FL Delegation to Ordination
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I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind; and I will 

build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before my anointed forever (I Sam 2:35) 

 

April 10, 2021 
St. John the Baptist Armenian Church 
7825 W Layton Ave 
Milwaukee, WI 53220 
 

Your Grace Bp. Daniel Findikyan, Dn. Albert Hambardzumyan, Reverend Clergy, St. John Parishioners, 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ; 

 

On the occasion of Dn. Albert Hambardzumyan’s ordination into the Holy Priesthood, please accept our heartfelt 

congratulations and prayers. 

It seems like just yesterday, that Bishop Daniel assigned Dn. Albert to our parish as a pastoral intern and that 

we welcomed Albert and Silva with open arms into our community on the Feast of the Assumption and blessing 

of Grapes, August 18, 2019. We are thankful to Dn. Albert & Silva for their dedicated service of our church, and 

are confident that what they learned with us will be for the benefit of St. John, our entire Diocese and the 

Kingdom of our Lord. 

Yn. Anna and I would have very much liked to be with you all for this special occasion. In our place, however, 

we have sent representatives from our altar and Diocesan delegate to pass along our well wishes, gifts and 

prayers. 

We wish you the best of time in your celebrations.  This important milestone for Dn. Albert, Silva & Mikayel is not 

only a great event for the St. John community, but for all of those throughout our Diocese who gain another 

talented pastor to shepherd God’s flock. 

May Our Lord keep Fr. Hambardzumyan firm in His calling and bless him and his family to serve as a Christian 

witness to many more! 

With brotherly affection and prayers in Christ, 

 

Եւ յարուցից ինձ քահանայ հաւատարիմ, որ զամենայն ինչ որ ի սրտի իմում եւ յանձին իմում 

արասցէ. եւ շինեցից նմա տուն հաւատարիմ, եւ շրջեսցի առաջի օծելոյ իմոյ զամենայն աւուրս: 
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Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to St. Hagop!  Those who 

have submitted a pledge by 04/27/21 to support St. Hagop are identified below. 
 

Harout Aghjayan, George & Joan Agnacian, Karen Anjoorian, John & Susan Arsenault, Grace Austin, Harris & 

Zaruhi Babayan, Bagrad & Tatiana Badalyan, Eileen Barsamian, Chuck & Lisa Begian, Jacob Bournazian, Robert 

& Janet Davidian, Fr. Hovnan & Yn. Anna Demerjian, Jean Jacque & Hasmig Demerjian, Ken & Karen Demerjian, 

Dennis Dermirjian, Kevork & Marisol Demirjian, Paul & Primrose Demirdjian, John & Bernadette Derderian, 

Maryann Dikranian,  Robert & Lori Dorian, Araxi Dulgeroff, Ardavazt & Adrienne Ekizian, Greg & Alysia Ekizian, 

Kenneth & Kimberly Folsom, Kristopher Fox, Martha Anne Garabedian, Adrienne Guendjoian, Naira, Karine & 

Kamo Gyularyan, Teresa Haidarian, Berge & Tamar Hajian, Hayley Hovhanessian, Greg & Stephanie Hovsepian, 

Zvart Jambazian, Darwin & David Jamgochian, Richard & Christina Kachadurian, Dr. George & Debra Kamajian, 

Sam & Beatrice Kapreilian, Edward Kapreilian, Harry & Beverly Karim, David & Nancy Kazarian, Hannelore 

Keshishian, Ara & Rita Keshishian, Harout Keshishian, Kimberly Koolakian, Robert Koolakian, Richard & Marge 

Kratlian, Sophia Kugeares, Rosanna Kyarunts, Noubar & Ann Mahdessian, Manoug Manougian, Richard & Linda 

Maslar, Robert Maslar, Vazken & Maggie Melkisetian, Ida Merakyan, Vasken & Karen Minassian, Robert Mirak, 

Richard & Susan Mougalian, Agop & Victoria Mouradian, Bejan & Rebekah Nouri, Mirella Ovanesian, John & 

Joanne Pehlivanian, Margaret Penerian, Joseph & Elisabeth Raicsics, Annette Ross, Chris & Nicholas Sagherian, 

Alex & Carolyn Saharian, Stephen Saharian, Martha Samuelian, Tanya Sarafian, Vahak & Elizabeth Sarkis, Leon & 

Sharon Sarkisian, Chuck & Kathy Sarkisian, Chris & Carol Sassouni, Yates & Lexy Sayers, Elizabeth Seropian, 

Stepan & Seta Serpekian, Stephen Shahinian, Edward & Margaret Shahnasarian, Michael & Jean Shahnasarian, 

Norair & Maro Shaldjian, Robert & Christina Shamsey, John & Kelly Shamsey, Daniel & Norma Takoushian, James 

& Lusine Vardanyan Roesch, Charles Vartanian, Tim & Adrienne Vartanian Milewski, Matthieu, Denise & Antoine 

van Veen, Terry & Carolyn Waidley, James and Cathy Wilson, Haig Yaghoobian, Dr. Haig & Louise Yardumian, 

Maurice & Marina Youakim 

 

2021 Stewardship Pledge Updated on 04/27/21  

So far this year we have been blessed with 92 pledges totaling $144,530! Our goal is for all to participate regardless of 

amount! We invite you to mail in your pledge card or make an online pledge for 2021, it is not too late! 
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Office Hours: 9 am-5 pm Monday - Friday 

Worship Hours: Sunday 10:30am – 12:30pm  

Sunday School Hours: Sunday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

Fellowship Time in Shahnasarian Hall – 12:30pm – 1:30pm 

Contact Information  
7020 90th Ave. North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
P: 727-545-0380 
E-mail: office@sthagopfl.org  
www.sthagopfl.org  
 

Newsletter Team: 
 
Editor 
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 

Contributors 
Teresa Haidarian (photos), Chrisanne Jensen 
 
 
Avedis Newsletter is a publication of St. Hagop Armenian Church in 
Pinellas Park, Florida. 
 

Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the church office. All 
text should be electronic format, preferably Word. Editorial board 
reserves the right to modify or reject any submissions. All material must 
be received no later than the published deadlines below: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
It costs over $1,100 to print and send each issue of Avedis. We would like 
to communicate as often as possible with our parishioners. Will you help 
defray some of the costs? Please send your check memo:  Avedis 
Newsletter 1/2 issue ($550); 1/4 issue ($275) or other ($) amount.  
 

The Avedis is grateful to accept business ads, which help us, pay for our 
newsletter and help you reach your customers. Please email the office at 
office@sthagopfl.org if you are interested. Make checks payable to St. 
Hagop Armenian Church.  
 
Rates are per issue:  
$50 for a business card,  
$150 for a half page and $300 for a full page 
  

Next Issue  Submission 

Fall  2021 August 15th 

Parish Council 
 

President 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 
727-545-0380 
fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org 
 

Chair 
David Kazarian 
727-507-9222 
david@infuserveamerica.com 
 

Vice-Chair 
Grace Austin 
813-294-2531 
Austin.l.grace@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Chuck Begian 
813-739-9293 
chuckbegian@gmail.com  
 

Secretary-Recording 
Haig Yaghoobian 
813-240-7479 
haigyaghoobian@gmail.com 
 

Sexton(buildings & grounds) 
John Arsenault 
508-254-3066 
johnbhco@aol.com 
 

 

Members 
 

Michael Shahnasarian 
813-264-9310 
shahnasa@aol.com 
 

Teresa Haidarian 
813-889-8040 
haid50@aol.com  
 

Rita Keshishian 
(516) 872-6631 
rita_keshishian@hotmail.com 
 
Louise Yardumian 
727-576-0380 
lyardumian@icloud.com 
 
Organizations 
 

ACYOA Seniors 
Mallory Maslar 
mallorymaslar@gmail.com  
 

ACYOA Juniors 
acyoajrs@sthagopfl.org  
 

Sunday School 
SundaySchool@sthagopfl.org 
 

Women's Guild 
Chair – Debra Kamajian 
jagd@tampabay.rr.com 
  

Vice-Chair – Karen Minassian 
Karen@Homeserviceinteriors.com 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

**Divine Liturgy takes place every Sunday from 10:30-12:30 unless noted below. 
Fellowship in Shahnasarian Hall to follow immediately after service 

 

Sun. April 25th  Divine Liturgy –Intercessory Prayers for Martyrs 
Flower Memorial Procession & Special Fellowship 

10:30 AM 

12:30PM 

Sun. May 2nd Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
 

Sun. May 9th Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
Mother’s Day Armenian Wine Tasting & Fellowship 

10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

Tues. May 11th Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun. May 16th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
 

Sun. May 23rd Divine Liturgy (Pentecost) & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
 

Sun. May 30th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
 

Sun. June 7th  Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
 

Tues. June 8th Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun. June 13th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
 

Sun. June 20st  Divine Liturgy 
Special Father’s Day Fellowship in Shahnasarian Hall 

10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

Sun. June 27th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
 

Sun. July 4th  Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 

Sun. July 11th No Divine Liturgy at St. Hagop  (Fr. Hovnan in Armenia) 

 
 

Sun. July 18th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 
Guest Celebrant Hayr Simeon Odabashian 
(Fr. Hovnan in Armenia) 

 

10:30 AM 

12:30 PM  

Sun. July 25th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 
Guest Celebrant Hayr Simeon Odabashian 
(Fr. Hovnan in Armenia) 

 

10:30 AM 

12:30 PM 

Sun. August 1st Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 

Sun. August 8th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 

Tues. August 10th Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun. August 15th Divine Liturgy (Asdvadzadzeen/Assumption of Mary) 
Blessing of Grapes & Special Fellowship 

10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

Sun. August 22nd Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 

Sun. August 29th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 

Sun. August 29th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 10:30 AM 

Sun. September 5th Divine Liturgy & Fellowship 
Registration/1st Day of Sunday School 

10:30 AM 

Sun. September 12th Divine Liturgy (Khachverats/Exaltation of Cross) 
Blessing of the World & Special Fellowship 

10:30 AM 

Sun. September 14th Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 
 

 

Please note that by canon law of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church, 
No Requiem Services may be held on the following major feast days of the church; 

(Christmas, Palm Sunday/Easter, Pentecost, Transfiguration & Exaltation of the Cross)



 
 

 
      
7020 90th Avenue North, Pinellas Park, Florida 33782        
727-545-0380 | office@sthagopfl.org | www.sthagopfl.org 
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