
Faith Cannot Be Painted On A Canvas 
 

Once there was an artist who for many decades was in search of the perfect figure to draw on his blank canvas. 

One day as he was traveling abroad he stumbled upon a gorgeous statue, the likes of which he had never seen 

before in all his years of artistry. He thought to himself, “Alas, I have found it! The figure that I have been 

searching for all these years, now I can finally draw it on my canvas!" "But," he continued to talk to himself, 

"something seems to be missing!" A stranger who had been listening in on the artist's mumblings stepped in and 

interrupted him saying, “This is Christ’s statue, and an artist just like you shaped it and made it many years ago. 

This particular artist depicted Christ as he had envisioned him in this life. But it does seem to have something 

missing! It seems to me the idea of faith is missing. Surely no one can draw faith on a canvas, it is something that 

must be lived out. This artist was unable to insert the concept of faith into this statue because that is something 

that we must inwardly look for, to find God's presence within ourselves.” The artist felt insulted by this stranger’s 

words and said to him, “I have been a Christian ever since I was born and I know God better than you do. I know 

what exactly faith is.” The wise stranger responded by saying, “For many years you have been trying to draw a 

perfect figure on your canvas and many times I have given you that opportunity; to see Me in your life. However, 

you always chose to neglect Me your Creator and that is why you never found what you so deeply wished to find, 

to draw what you so deeply wished to draw.” 
 

We know from reading the Bible that Jesus did many miracles and healed many people.  Many of them were 

people He found in the temple, or sitting by the side of the road.  We read of instances where family members 

asked Christ to come heal one of their loved ones.  What makes today’s healing miracle stand out, is that in this 

case, the Paralytic who was ultimately healed by Jesus was brought to Him by four people.  We don’t know 

whether it was the Paralytic who asked the friends to take him to the Lord or whether it was the four men who 

suggested it to the Paralytic.  What we do know is that the four-people made an opening in the roof and lowered 

the paralytic so that Jesus healed him. And when Jesus saw their faith He said to the paralyzed man, “Son your 

sins are forgiven.” 
 

Today’s Gospel reading is one of the beautiful instances where people did something unique to reach Christ. This 

bible passage teaches us that the Lord is concerned about us, both about our physical and spiritual condition. 

Some early heresies taught that the body didn’t matter; only spiritual things mattered. But the Lord created our 

human bodies on purpose and showed His care for the human body of the paralytic by healing him. We, in the 

meantime, glorify God in our bodies, which are the temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20). As we do so, we 

eagerly await the redemption of our bodies at the Lord’s return (Romans 8:23). While we await this, we realize 

that sin has a paralyzing effect on our soul. We should let nothing hinder us from getting to Christ, and like the 

four men, we should help each other come to Christ, come to see Him within us.  
 

In today’s Gospel reading we notice living faith which cannot be either described by words or drawn on a canvas. 

Their faith led them to make an opening on the roof and lower the paralytic. How would we act in this case? As 

we continue our lives during this pandemic and our current worries, how would we approach God and ask for 

healing? I am sure two thousand years ago people had more problems and uncertainties in their lives than we do 

today. I am certain that at that time medicine was not advanced enough and people did not have advanced technical 

degrees and education. However, I am equally certain that these people had stronger and deeper faith than the 

current world offers us. If there was a pandemic two thousand years ago people had two options: either to fight 

hard against the virus, or strengthen their faith by praying more, by fasting more, by trusting God more. And so, 

how are we fighting against our uncertainties, against all the challenges that life brings our way?  
 

Today’s story comes to assert that faith has to be lived out and the search is one always within. The artist always 

looked for a perfect figure to draw on a canvas by seeking out only the aesthetics outside of his heart. After a few 

decades, he seemed to have found it but again there was a missing component. Instead, he should have looked for 

the perfect figure in God and strengthen his faith in Him. On the other hand, today’s Gospel story teaches us that 

people had so strong faith that they made an opening in the roof and lowered the paralytic before Christ. Our Lord 

graciously healed him both physically and spiritually and said to him, “Son your sins are forgiven.” As we move 

forward in these uncertain times, let us do so boldly, seeking Christ, and asking Him to reveal His glory in us 

through His healing and forgiving of our sins. Amen. 


