
RABBITS OUT OF OUR HATS 
 
Today’s reading is a familiar story.  Jesus was teaching a crowd of followers well into the evening, such that they hadn’t 

eaten all day.  When they finally thought of food, there were only five loaves of bread and two fish available to eat.  

With those few loaves and fishes, Jesus, it is said fed over 5000 people.  This was quite a little magic trick!  One of my 

son’s friends does some nice magic tricks, and immediately after he does Narek shockingly pleads ‘how did you do that?’ 

How did Jesus turn a few pieces of bread and fish into enough to feed 5000?  One possibility is he zapped atoms of 

bread and fish to multiply them. Maybe. If God made the laws of nature, I guess he could temporarily override them. 

Another possibility is given to us in John’s account of the miracle.  He reports that a young boy is the first to bring forth 

and share his five loaves and two fish, surrendering what was his to Christ and the crowd.   Upon seeing the young boy’s 

sacrifice, how could the rest of the crowd not look inside their coats and share the food they had brought with them?  

Upon seeing that Christ himself probably hadn’t eaten or rested in days, how could they not give forward all they had? 

Well what if this was the answer to “how did he do that”.  Would we feel cheated?  Is this less powerful a miracle?   Well 

maybe it is an even greater miracle.  Because rather than just transforming 5000 pieces of bread, Jesus has the power to 

transform 5000 hearts.  Jesus’ most amazing tricks, then and now, are when he pulls rabbits out of our own pockets. You 

have seen it before, when a magician pulls a coin out of someone’s own ear, or has a colored handkerchief that seems to 

disappear but then is pulled out of an amazed spectator’ own pocket.   These are thrilling tricks, the only difference 

between a magician and the Magician, are that Christ’s “tricks” can be real.   

Are you and I looking for income security?  Our Lord can give it to us.  Let’s look inside our pockets, offer a generous 

portion of what we have to God and others and there will be enough for everyone!  Do you and I hunger for 

recognition?  Let’s offer our service to God, to our church and to others and we will be recognized as followers of Christ 

and children of God (how is that for recognition!).   

Like the young boy who offered his five loaves of bread and two fish, we each have something rather small to give to 

Christ so that He multiply for His next miracle. Our faith, compassion, love and readiness to reach out to others in need, 

gives Christ the opportunity to work through us and in us. We become a source of nourishment to those in need, those 

who are suffering and those who live in fear. We become that precious answer to someone’s prayers.  When we visit or 

simply come upon such people in need, our smile, our kiss, our embrace most assuredly brings tears into their eyes.  

That moment of love and caring becomes a tiny miracle in which a lonely and needy heart rests and is comforted in 

knowing that someone cares.  This spiritual nourishment, is none other than Christ working through us.  

The same miracle brings us here to worship on Sunday, in person and online.  Every week we offer our humble prayers, 

our humble gifts to our Lord.  Miraculously, our gifts have been transformed into this church.  Our little prayer and 

offerings has manifested into a place of communion with God and fellowship that, God willing, will endure for 

generations. 

So in these ways, perhaps the greatest miracles that Christ works are not transforming bread or water or even sickness, 

but rather when he transforms the human heart.  Christ’s greatest trick, like a magician, is pulling out from our own 

pockets, our own hearts, that which wasn’t there before… because while we weren’t looking, He placed it there by the 

grace of his Holy Spirit. May we always be ready to offer up the little we have to Christ to become a part of his next trick, 

his next miracle, and stand amazed at what great things he does with so very little…Now and always and unto the ages 

of ages amen. 


