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PASTOR’S DESK by Father Hovnan Demerjian – Rejoice and Weep 

I can think of no better one-sentence description of what it looks like to be a practical Christian than St. Paul’s words “Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep (Ro 12:15).” It seems simple, but it is a lifetime work and work desperately needed in 

these tumultuous times. Over the past thirteen years at St. Hagop, I think we have been growing into this.  I’ve noticed that 

more and more in our community, rather than just feeling bad or good for someone, we step into their losses and joys to 

mourn and rejoice alongside them.  I am thinking of Janet Davidian’s daughter Jennifer who was taken by cancer last year.  All 

of us felt bad, but many of us went further to step into her family’s shoes, daring to imagine the unimaginable loss of a young 

mother to her young family.  Stepping into that pain, we were then motivated to do anything we could do help-from flowers 

to funds to sending food.  We also have occasions to step into people’s joy at St. Hagop. When Eileen Barsamian had her 

special birthday last month, we didn’t just send a card due to coronavirus restrictions.  Ten cars with twenty people met in a 

parking lot in St. Pete and made a birthday parade by Eileen’s home; showering her with gifts, balloons, and cheers. We didn’t 

just send Eileen happy emojis, we stepped in to rejoice with her at a time when-Eileen tells me-she really needed it.  

The difference between sending emojis and actually stepping into a person’s grief and joy is the difference between sympathy 

and empathy, and the difference that makes us into more mature Christians. Sympathy is a good start. Your heart feels sad or 

happy for someone; but it is not supposed to stop there.  Empathy goes further, entering into another person’s feelings, trying 

to understand where they are coming from, and feeling their grief or joy as your own.  Empathy in this sense has deep biblical 

roots and is centered in Christ. It forms the heart of Bishop Daniel’s vision for our Diocese, that all Christians are members of 

the same body, so as Paul again says, “if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it.”-1Co 12:26 

Learning to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep is something that I too am challenged to grow into. 

It seems easy on paper for a priest to be empathetic; heck isn’t that what priests are for! But when everyone comes to you with 

their suffering and sorrows, and everyone comes to you with their joys-there is a temptation to get overwhelmed and calloused 

and just offer sympathy not empathy.  There is temptation for me not to step into someone’s loss or joy, because they might 

not appreciate it, because I’ve never seen them before their time of need and may never again, or just because I am too 

exhausted to be empathetic. But truly, where we end, God begins. If I can ask God for the empathy I lack to step into a 

person’s sorrow or joy, I am nearly always blessed by it. I’m both personally blessed by God’s love moving through me, and 

the church is often blessed with a new member who felt embraced by the body of Christ.  

So we all have a challenge before us to continue to deepen our empathy for those within our church, but we are also 

challenged to broaden our empathy to those beyond the walls of this church.  This, I implore you, is the way that an Armenian 

Christian is asked to respond to the many occasions for weeping that surround us today; be it the coronavirus, be it the killing 

of George Floyd and enduring racism in our country, or be it another police officer killed in the line of duty.  It can be 

overwhelming to have empathy for all this sorrow. In today’s media, left and right, you can find tragedy and cause for weeping, 

all day and all night. 

But if we can keep our hearts and minds open for empathy, we will be blessed and God glorified.  If we can listen to those 

protesting against racism, really listen, we might find that we don’t just feel bad that another black person was killed unjustly, 

we might start to realize that their pain is our pain. After all, we Armenians for centuries were second-class citizens, 

persecuted, lynched at the whim of Ottoman authorities, just as blacks were for centuries second-class citizens, persecuted and 

lynched by American authorities. We might see that the modern Turkish state was founded-in part-on stolen property and 

assets of its Armenian, Greek, Assyrian and Kurdish citizens, just like the United States was founded-in part-on stolen people 

and their stolen labor as slaves.  Does this make Armenians or blacks permanent victims or beyond reproach? Of course not, 

it simply recognizes the deep wounds of history which still haunt in the present. As the brilliant Southern writer William 

Faulkner put it, "The past is not dead. Actually, it's not even past.”  

So let’s pray to God to keep our hearts open to be with others in their joy and sorrows.  Let’s keep practicing this in deeper 

ways for each other at St. Hagop, and let’s extend our empathy beyond the four walls of this church. For in doing so, we are 

paying forward all of those non-Armenians who have listened to our pain and have helped us right our injustices. Let us not 

be only takers of empathy, but also givers.  For then the entire world will know that the descendants of the first Christian 

nation are also the first Christians to “Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep;” walking a mile in their 

shoes and following in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ, amen.  
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by Louise M Yardumian 

And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered 

them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most 

important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is 

this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” -Mk 

12:28-31 

This has certainly been a time of trial and tribulation the past several months, with the Coronavirus and protests and 

civil unrest.  Add to that, concern about a predicted active Hurricane Season, as well!  I pray that you are doing well, 

both physically and emotionally, and are able to adjust to our new lifestyle of staying socially distant, wearing a mask 

when with others, washing your hands frequently and trying to get exercise and plenty of rest.  These are trying 

times, but with strong faith in God, and love towards one another, we will lead good, Christian lives with our 

neighbors and help each other to get through these difficult times. 

Der Hovnan has been working diligently to make sure all the needs of the parishioners are taken care of.  We hope 

you are taking advantage of the livestream church services each Sunday morning, which can be seen, as you 

probably already know, on St. Hagop’s Facebook page, or later in the day, on YouTube.  Thanks to Mark 

Keshishian for his assistance in setting up, as well as Bobby Maslar, who consistently handles certain tasks at church 

each week.  The Parish Council members have had meetings, via ZOOM as well as socially distant in-person 

gatherings, to organize how we prepare for church services now and in the next few months-as the Diocese has 

mandated-as well as other state of affairs.  Each member has certain “duties” to carry out to make sure all situations 

are handled well and are taken care of.  We have tried to be in touch with many of you, to be sure your needs are 

met and to let you know you are in our thoughts and prayers, as well as to help minister to those who have been ill 

or lost loved ones in the past few months.   

We thank those of you who have sent in your pledges and remain optimistic that all of you will continue to do so. 

We at St. Hagop are truly blessed to have dedicated clergy, parish council members and parishioners who help each 

other, pray for each other and reach out to each other like brothers and sisters.  I ask you to continue to do so and 

to also pray that the people of the United States, and the world, can show love for one another.  

We look forward to the day when our entire congregation will worship together in church once again.  May God 

bless you all.  
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Listening to Those Hurt by Racism in the Armenian Church Community 

Alisha Panthier 

June 1 at 4:34 PM 

To my church family and friends and the Armenian community, 

I have never felt more disrespected in my life. As I write this with tears I realize how 

much my family and I have endured at the cost of our faith and ethnicity in the 

Armenian community. Your silence has been eye opening and your posts have been so 

hateful. My family has endured so much racism from this community and honestly 

enough is enough. 
 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that puts riots over black lives. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that says blue lives matter when we are protesting black lives matter. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that lets people write niggers on their posts and stay silent. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community where I have to always dress extra appropriate so people don’t stare 

more. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that hated when my brother carried the procession cross during the 

church service of the 100 year genocide service. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that is so silent. 

I don’t want to be a part of a church where the same lady next to me in church always says she “forgets” to pass 

me kiss of peace. 

I don’t want to be a part of a church where I get accused by my old Sunday school director of somehow 

knowing the code to her house and breaking into it and stealing money. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that once hated my parents love. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community where my family constantly gets stared at. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community where there’s special events and when my friends ask me to go I always 

say no because I know I will feel uncomfortable and don’t want to be stared at. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that has so much selective racism. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community that when I go to a visiting church I’m told “I’m surprised you know 

and understand what is going on”. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community where my siblings and I are asked if we are Armenian countless times. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community where I feel so hated. 

I don’t want to be a part of a church where my mom’s brothers think it’s okay to disown her for marrying my 

dad and call him all these racial names and slurs. 

I don’t want to be a part of a church where my brother is called aggressive when he is only 8 years old, by a lady 

that screamed in my mom’s face. 

I don’t want to be a part of a church where people tell me they’re not racist. 

I don’t want to be a part of a church where my mom has to tell my siblings and I at young ages to listen for the 

word black in Armenian. 

I don’t want to be a part of a community where I feel so uncomfortable and unwanted. 

Note from Fr. Hovnan: Recently, a young African-American Armenian boldly shared on Facebook her experiences of 

discrimination and-at times-overt racism within the Armenian Church community she grew up in. We include it here in empathy 

with those who have felt the sin of racism in our communities (including St. Hagop) and repentance for us all to do better. May 

we ‘weep with those who weep’ who experience racial injustice in our broader society and within our own community.  



5 | AVEDIS ԱՒԵՏԻՍ 

Looking back at all this, it isn’t even half of the racism and I’m shocked. I’m upset at myself that I still try to be a part of 

a church and community that has done all of these things and so much more. My faith in God is strong, but my mental 

health is not strong enough to be a part of this community anymore. 

Don’t get me wrong I have made a handful of amazing friends and people I call family from the Armenian community 

and I am so grateful for them. They give their support and are always there. They understand how I feel and I will always 

cherish them. 

If this post makes you uncomfortable imagine how my family has felt all these years. I know not all of you are racist or 

you might not think you are, but the rest of them ruined it for you. And if you disagree I could care less about what you 

have to say because I know you care less about how my family and I feel. 

 

June 5 at 3:50 PM 

 

To my church family and friends and the Armenian community, 

I first want to say that this is a follow up from my previous post. 

With that, I want to acknowledge everyone that has responded and reached out. Your 
messages have been filled with so much love and kindness. My family and I are so 
appreciative. 

I also want to acknowledge that I don’t want my message to be misunderstood. Yes, my family has experienced hurtful 
acts within our church and community, but I love my church, and my church family. They have watched my family grow 
and become so strong. My church family has watched my siblings and I go from babies to adults. Most of them have 
stood by my parent’s side. They have been there for us and have always welcomed us. I love my priest. He has supported 
my family so much in the short amount of time he has been our priest. My family has felt so much love from people and 
families in the Armenian community throughout the years. 

I don’t want the acts of some to outshine the love my family and I have felt from others. 

My post was a raw exhibit of what my family has been through, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t positives as well. My 
family’s positives are like any other family’s in the whole Armenian community, but my family’s negatives are different to 
most Armenian’s. 

I will always be a part of the Armenian community and will always be a member of my church. There are times where we 
need to reflect and that is what I’m doing. This just involves some time. I would never give up half of who I am because 
of some people. I am too strong and too proud of who I am. 

My post is a call for action. Not just within our Armenian community, but within our daily lives. I’m sure this is an issue 
for many other black Armenians and I empathize and relate with them. No one should feel like this within our whole 
Armenian community. Armenians have been through so much, we can understand this pain to an extent. We need to do 
better. It starts within our churches, our communities and most of all at home. 

Lastly, I want to mention that’s it’s amazing seeing so many of my fellow Armenians striving for change. Honestly, it’s 
been refreshing and I couldn’t be more excited for what’s to come. 

Please continue to support. 

 

Below is Alisha’s follow up post, four days later, expressing her gratitude for all those who heard her pain and offered support. 
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Harry Kezelian "There is no ideology more foolish than the worship of blood and soil" -Archbishop Tiran 

Nersoyan, greatest Armenian theologian of modern times and founder of ACYOA. (Paraphrase)  He was talking 

about Nazism primarily if I recall, but also about his own people and it's applicable to this. 

Armen Terjimanian Alisha, I've been proud of your family and for everything they stand for in our Church and 

Armenian community. Thank you for sharing your experiences and emotions. My heart is breaking for you and your 

family after reading what you posted. I can't fathom what you have been going through. I just want you to know I'm 

hear to listen and I pray that our fellow brothers and sisters can listen as well. You all are true examples of what it 

means to be Armenian Christians and it pains me to see that your love and service to our Church and Armenian 

community be returned to you in this way. I stand with you and your family. We have a responsibility on my 

shoulders to do unto others as we would want done to us and I will gladly advocate for you, the black community, 

and speak out of injustices that arise. I stand by you, care for and love you and your family, and thank you for 

sharing your experiences...again, much love to you, Cynthia, Maria, Roy, and all of your family. 

Mark Gavoor Alisha. I am so sorry you have experienced any of what you wrote about. It is unacceptable and 

appalling. I am so proud of you for expressing yourself and letting everyone know. I hope the outpouring of love, 

support, and concern show the better part of the Armenian community cherishes you and your family. We are a 

people who have experienced hate and discrimination. Doing the same within our small community is 

unconscionable. We love you. 

Yn. Evelyn Boyajian Alisha, I knew you were special from the time I first met you at Hye Camp. You are strong, 

courageous and a natural leader. Please don't give up on your community. We are all broken people, descendants of 

trauma. I am here to listen, to comfort and to support. We love your family and admire your dedication to your 

faith and community. You are hurting now, but things can get better if we take care of one another. There are many 

who will stand with you, and your family. We will help carry your pain. You have opened our eyes. 

Der Yeprem Kelegian I will try to be brief. You are right (yes, I should stop now). The people of the Armenian 

Church have refused to confront the racism within our own walls. Silence prevails. Am I right? We have refused to 

look at this as a moral and spiritual problem. We don't seem to grasp that this is the most lethal disease in America. 

We have not become activists working for social justice. With all of this we are forfeiting our illustrious history. 

Enough. I love you and your family. btw, a few parishioners and I just got back from one mass rally. Worked a soup 

kitchen. Took left overs to the rally people who had been there all day:) 

Jennifer Morris Thank you for your gut wrenching honesty. I’m sorry for the pain you have experienced, and are 

experiencing that I never addressed, or asked about. I pray that as a community, and as a country we will do better. 

“Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words.” Thank you for using your words in a time when too 

many are silent. I love you! ❤️ 

Joyce Sulahian A heartbreaking commentary on our community. I would add-without taking away from anything 

this courageous young lady has written...I notice that when a different or new face appears among the congregation, 

people only stare. I have visited Episcopal churches and out of a huge church attendance, as soon as the service is 

over, either one of the Ministers or a church steward is by my side with words of welcome and hoping I will join 

their congregation. We are missing this in our church community sadly. To Alisha, we love her for telling us 

uncomfortable truths -- for some -- to hear. Our community must do better as Christians as ours expands into new 

pathways.😍😍  

Below is a sampling of over 100 comments that Alisha received on her post, all of which she acknowledged with gratitude. 
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Experiences of Welcome and Exclusion at St. Hagop Armenian Church 

By Jamie Stevens 

In 2008, when I met my eventual wife, I had no idea she was Armenian.  Being from North Carolina, I had no 

previous knowledge of or interaction with anyone Armenian prior to meeting her.  As our relationship grew, I was 

introduced to the Armenian culture, first through interactions with her family, then supplemented by my own desire 

to learn more about the history and background of the person I loved as well as her family. Why is this important? 

What bearing and significance does it have on current events and the discussion of racism in the Armenian Church 

Community?  First, I am an African-American male, married to an Armenian female, with three mixed-heritage 

children.  Second, it is because of this union and our journey as an interracial couple, we now find ourselves part of 

the St. Hagop family.  Lastly, it led to the first encounter 

in which I ever felt uncomfortable being an African-

American amongst Armenians.   

My family and I moved from Louisiana to Florida 

because of my military career.  In Louisiana, my wife did 

not encounter or interact with a single Armenian in the 

local community.  We were both extremely excited upon 

finding out about the Armenian community here in the 

Tampa area, especially St. Hagop.  It was as important to 

me as it was to my wife because I wanted her to have a 

local Armenian community family in addition to our 

children being able to learn and experience more about 

who they are.  Our experience at St. Hagop had been 

great, and we genuinely felt welcomed by the entire St. 

Hagop family until one particular event.   

It was during this event where we found ourselves in 

Shahnasarian Hall, sharing a table with two older 

gentlemen I had not met previously.  I noticed the two 

continuing to look at and talk about me, then proceed to 

inquire multiple times if I was “Ethopian”.  They would 

look at our children as they ran around with other 

children in attendance, occasionally stopping by the 

table.  They would question whether my wife was 

Armenian, did she speak Armenian and where was she 

from.  They finally said in Armenian that I was “black”, 

while laughing and continuing to whisper between themselves.  Understanding some of the conversation, I said out 

loud “yes, that’s right…I am black”.  I felt angry, unwelcomed, out of place, and hurt that this encounter was taking 

place in the church where we felt comfortable and part of the church family.  I wanted to leave, and found myself 

confused about why I was seemingly not accepted.  Had this been our first experience at St. Hagop, we would not 

have returned.  Thankfully, none of our experiences in the year leading up to that point were in any way similar. 

My wife’s family immigrated to United States in the ‘70s.  For most of their life, they knew one culture and one 

place with people that looked and spoke like them.  Upon arriving to the US and initially settling in California, they 

were exposed to new and different cultures and embraced it because it was part of the community they found 
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themselves in.   They could have easily refused to look at me as a person, that I did not belong, and not accept me 

or our relationship simply because I was not Armenian.  Instead, they took the time to know me and welcome me 

into the family without any prejudice.  I was vulnerable to potentially being subjected to a preconceived idea they 

may have had of African-Americans based on a portrayal from TV, news, or worse, misplaced perception shaped by 

family or regional culture.  They were vulnerable to potential bias and stereotyping on my part, of being unable or 

unwilling to accept me because I was of a different race and background.  By God’s grace, that was not the 

experience for any of us. 

As an African-American, when entering a situation where I meet anyone that does not look like me, I am always 

faced with what level of education they have received.  Not the formal school education, but the cultural and social 

education that will shape how they initially perceive or form an opinion of me.  Will they only see the color of my 

skin?  Will they wonder why I am in the same physical environment as them?  If I speak a certain way, am I seen as 

inarticulate?  The person God has blessed me with as my life’s partner is Armenian; are we both accepted by other 

Armenians?  What about our children that are blessed to have a mixed heritage; will they be accepted by and within 

the Armenian community?   

When reading about experiences such as Alisha’s, or having an encounter of my own, it becomes even more clear 

that education is critical.  Education about God’s word and His expectations of us.  Education about ways and areas 

in which cultural understanding must evolve beyond biases simply rooted in generational “pass down” versus 

meaningful interactions to have a deeper understanding and to correct inaccuracies about what being African-

American means; the challenges, thoughts, hurt and anger faced daily simply because of skin color.  I believe this all 

starts with simply being open to seeing and hearing others that do not look like us beyond their physical appearance, 

and the willingness to evolve individual thinking in a way that matches how our society is changing.   

  

Note from Fr. Hovnan: After reading about Alisha Panthier’s painful experiences in the Armenian Community on Facebook, I 

reached out to mixed-race families here at St. Hagop to listen to their experiences. I knew of one very regrettable incident five 

years ago of a racial slur directed to one of our members, but hoped we had put that behind us.  Sadly, I found that we have 

more work to do to ensure that everyone feels welcome as an equal brother or sister in our community. After speaking to Jamie 

and Leanna Stevens, I asked if they could share their experiences of warm welcome at St. Hagop-and an occasion where we fell 

short-so that we might further our calling to be the inclusive and loving church family which our Lord calls us to be. Thank you 

to Jamie and the Steven’s family for speaking their truth in love. 
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RACISM: AN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE by Aristotle Papanikolaou 

The primary goal of the Orthodox 

Christian is to struggle 

toward theosis—deification. The 

word theosis often conjures up 

images of a super hero like Thor 

or a Greek god like Zeus. When 

St. Athanasius proclaimed that 

“God became human so that 

humans can become gods,” he 

was not envisioning super-human 

strength, nor was he envisioning a 

life of moral perfection. To 

become like God is to love as 

God loves, which means, as Jesus 

proclaimed, even the enemy and 

the stranger. The struggle 

for theosis is one that entails a 

learning how to love. It is often so 

very difficult to love even our 

parents, siblings, friends—imagine 

now learning how to love the enemy and the stranger. 

This learning how to love ultimately entails seeing all human beings as created in the image of God. This is not as 

easy as it seems. It’s one thing to declare that all humans are created in the image of God; it’s another thing to form 

oneself in such a way that such a belief is evident in our thoughts, feelings, actions—our very being toward the 

other person, especially the one who is different from us. 

On the surface, then, it would seem that, of course, Christians are against racism—we should never think someone 

is inferior because of race. But theosis calls us to a deeper level. The struggle to learn how to love is one that 

includes rooting out racism in our own hearts and in the very structures that constitute the political, cultural, and 

economic matrix within which we locate ourselves. The first requires incessant self-reflection; the second requires 

action. 

Racism today looks different that it did prior to the 1960s, when there were actual visible signs that proclaimed that 

Black persons were inferior to White persons, especially through segregation of bus seats, drinking fountains, 

restaurants, sidewalks, hotels, etc. Those signs are, for the most part, gone, but there are other, less visible signs 

such as the disproportionate incarceration rate of Black and Latino Americans—even when charged with the same 

crimes as White Americans—the continued segregation of schools, the continued and widening gap between White 

household incomes and the incomes of people of color, the decision of persons to opt for prison as a way of 

avoiding gang culture because there are no other options, or the need for high school kids in Chicago to train 

themselves to walk in the middle of the street in case of a drive-by shooting—one could go on and on. These 

disparities, as well as others, such as access to loans or the best public schools, evince clear signs of privileging of 

White persons, notwithstanding the fact that lower- to middle-class White persons have suffered economically over 

the past two decades. It also points to the reality that although the visible signs of racial segregation are not as 

https://www.thisamericanlife.org/harper
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/harper
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evident, or that overtly racist actions are not as socially acceptable, racism is still operative in the complex social 

matrix in which we are embedded, and which undoubtedly forms and even deforms our judgments and beliefs in 

ways that we are not aware of.  If that is true, then it requires incessant self-reflection in our struggle to learn how to 

love or to identify how we may be contributing to this structural inequality, even when we consciously condemn 

racism. This type of self-reflection may give us courage to act–to create structures that would facilitate for all people 

the lived experience of irreducible uniqueness—of being created “in the image and likeness of God.” 

There has been much resistance to the slogan, “Black Lives Matter,” even (sometimes especially) by Orthodox 

Christians.  The rhetoric of sweeping demonization—often against police offers—that issues from a few persons 

identified with BLM does not help.  In our struggle to learn how to love—theosis—it is absolutely the case that “all 

lives matter”; those associated with BLM do not deny that “all lives matter.”  However, BLM is attempting to bring 

attention to the fact that within the current political and economic structures in the United States– all lives, in fact, 

do not matter equally. 

What our struggle for theosis most demands is a politics of empathy. What can this look like? We can, for example, 

attempt to imagine what it is like to live as a Black person in the United States of America. For some Orthodox 

Christians in this country, this imagining shouldn’t be difficult: Greek and Arab Christians living in the South once 

found Klan crosses burning in their own yards because of their dark skin. But black history, unlike Orthodox 

immigrant history, is in part founded on the back of slaves. There is no erasing that tragedy from our history, whose 

traumatic effects still endure. In imagining what it is like to be in the body of a Black person in the USA, perhaps we 

can see more clearly the structures in place that facilitate the inequality among persons. Those Orthodox Christians 

who say that Blacks should just “improve their culture” (yes—I’ve heard this), do not have a sufficiently theological 

understanding of sin and its insidious and lingering social effects. Is it really that easy, as an example, to will a better 

life for those who find themselves judged unemployable for a job or unworthy of a promotion because of their skin 

color–much as some Orthodox Christians in a not so distant past? 

Racism has gone underground in this country in the sense that it has moved to the realm of the unconscious—with 

both personal impacts and structural effects. As Orthodox Christians, the challenge of our spiritual life is to 

incessantly self-reflect on what blocks our own growth in love of our family, friends, stranger and enemy. If that 

self-reflection is successful, then it will get us to see that there is, in fact, a privileging of White persons in this 

country; it will get us to see how we may—even unintentionally—be contributing to this privileging; and it will 

empower us ultimately to non-demonizing action that attempts to transform the structural matrix that facilitates 

treating all persons as being made in God’s image. That action may take many forms—prophetically calling 

attention to injustice, educating parishioners, mobilizing a parish, political involvement, participating in and 

facilitating racism training, to name simply a few. We must act to excise structural injustice in order to make 

America—in the immortal words of Martin Luther King Jr.—“to be true to what it said on paper,” to realize the 

ideals symbolized by the American Flag, in every crevice of American society, including our individual hearts and 

minds. King’s pursuit of justice for all, in the end, is grounded in the call to holiness, to become godlike, to love as 

God loves, which means to facilitate the lived experience of irreducible uniqueness—of being created in God’s 

image. 

 

Aristotle Papanikolaou is the Abp. Demetrios Chair in Orthodox Theology and Culture at Fordham University. 

This article appeared in ‘Public Orthodoxy’ a publication of the Orthodox Christian Studies Center at Fordham. 
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The Financial Health of St. Hagop Armenian Church by David Kazarian 

The second week of March this year I was enjoying Colorado, the 

fresh air, bright sunshine and good friends!  Little did I know my 

whole world was about to change.  

After a day of skiing I got back to the house and an email that 

said Vail Associates was closing, perhaps for the season.  What 

happened next was profound and changed all our lives.  The 

Covid-19 Virus was making its rounds. 

We are now months into the problem and our church finances 

have been profoundly affected.  The state of our finances has 

been put in turmoil due to mandated lack of attendance at church 

and inability to rent our church hall.  Our church hall income is 

thousands below what we anticipated.  And our collections from 

church were nonexistent.  Even when church started with the few 

in attendance, one Sunday we didn’t even collect two hundred 

dollars!  What are the actual numbers?  Church hall rental income 

is down over $45,000 when compared to last year.  Collection 

plate donations are down over $6,000 and our stock account is 

way down.  Having said that, God willing those stocks will go 

back up (they already have been to some extent) 

To date our expenses have run over $100,000 for the first five months of this year.  That number is lower than 

anticipated because our expenses have been somewhat lower due to the fact that we’re not using the Church hall or 

the Church as we had been. (20,000 a month rather than 25,000 anticipated) 

But the picture is not all bleak!  We have applied for and received a $20,000 loan from the cares act (a loan that 

most likely won’t have to be repaid) Our stewardship donations have been coming in strong at the beginning of the 

year and our cash balances have been healthy.  All of that means we can weather the storm for several months.  

Between our bank balance and the loan we received, as well as the stewardship funds we’ve already received, we will 

be able to pay our expenses through the end of the year.   However, those payments of expenses without further 

income will deplete our operating accounts, but we won’t have to dip into our reserves. 

I want to convey to our parishioners that financially we are healthy even with the Covid-19 crisis and low 

attendance at church.  But we can’t let our guard down.  Much of our stewardship money has already been received 

and we still have seven months of expenses ahead of us.  While we can rent the Church Hall, rentals in the future 

will be slow with the restrictions and regulations in place.  With God’s will and the help of those in our parish who 

have the financial ability to fund our ongoing expenses there shouldn’t be too much damage to our finances.  Thank 

you all for your past, and anticipated future financial support! 

Should anyone have specific questions I am more than happy to discuss our financials by phone at 727-692-3992. 

 

David Kazarian 

St. Hagop Armenian Church Treasurer  
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Congratulations & Godspeed to Our 2020 Graduates 

Thanks to all who responded to share the good news of their graduation with our St. Hagop Armenian Church 
family.  We hope to hear from even more of you next graduation season! 

 
Armen & Surbuhi Zakaryan announce with pride the graduation, with honors, of their 

daughter Tatevik Zakaryan from Thomas Jefferson High School in Tampa on May 

27, 2020.  She was an 11th grader, but by completing additional online courses, she 

graduated early with honors. After graduation, Tatevik successfully completed the 

online course U.S. Public Policy: Social, Economic, and Foreign Policies from Harvard 

University. Tatevik is interested in international studies and would like to explore world 

politics, governance, foreign policy, diplomacy and conflict resolution. She plans to 

continue her education in Armenia and pursue a Master’s Degree in Political Science 

and International Relations. Her goal is to represent Armenia as a diplomat, to 

promote and strengthen Armenia's standing in the international arena. The Zakaryan 

family has represented the Armed Forces of Armenia at U.S. Central Command, 

MacDill AFB since September 2018. 

Holly Ekizian graduated from Henry B. Plant High School in Tampa. At Plant, Holly 

was a member and secretary of National Honor Society, a member of Beta Honor 

Society, French Honor Society and English Honor Society. Holly was also a member of 

the Varsity lacrosse team, as a 4-year starting defender and 2x all-county first-team 

player. Holly also was a member of TV Production for all four years, an editor and 

anchor of the "Panther TV Morning Show". She will be graduating at the top 20% of 

her class, and has chosen to attend Southern Methodist University in Dallas, TX in the 

fall as a Distinguished Scholar and student of the Business Direct program to the Cox 

School of Business. Holly’s proud parents are Gregory and Alysia Ekizian. 
 

Daniel and Norma Takoushian’s granddaughter, Alexis 

Takoushian, recently graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with a B.A. in 

Political Science & Spanish, a minor in Portuguese, and a Certificate in Latin American 

Studies. She was also awarded the 2020 Horace 

Umberger Award for Outstanding Political Science 

Major by the department faculty.  Alexis is excited to 

join the The Swearer Center at Brown University as an 

AmeriCorps Community Partnership Coordinator 

VISTA. She is eager to contribute to a university center 

that connects students, faculty and community partners 

through community engagement, engaged scholarship, and social innovation.  

Teresa Haidarian’s nephew, Oliver Zehnder, graduated from Lake Buff elementary 
school, Shorewood, Wisconsin. He is wearing a t-shirt designed by his mother 
Andrea, and he’s an avid Packers fan! 
 

"Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles;  
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint." –Isaiah 40:31  
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A Very Special Birthday by Eileen Barsamian 

 

I knew that this year of the Coronavirus pandemic 

was going to be a quiet, lonely birthday on June 

6th for me. With my family up North, and 

everyone here in FL safely distancing from others, 

I planned on taking my usual afternoon walk in 

the nearby park, and saying hello to a few ducks 

and some tiny fish. 

 

BUT strangely enough, my daughter, Donna, 

called me from Garden City, NY, the day before 

my birthday and told me to put on a dress, one of 

my church hats and my sneakers, and go 

downstairs at around 11:15-ish for my birthday 

the next day.  I of course questioned why, but she 

just said “please do it!” That next morning, 

Yeretskin Anna called me and told me to come 

downstairs around 11:15-ish. 

 

Well, I had the most wonderful surprise 

EVER!!!  There was Anna standing out front with 

her camera, and Der Hayr with the children waving at me from the back of the car with a card and a clever HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY POSTER EILEEN that Narek had made for me (which is now hanging on my wall!) 

 

To add to my shock, I looked behind Der Hayr’s car and there was a procession of 11 more cars - all my friends 

from church who then drove by me, each car with 2 or 3 of my friends, who in some cases had driven long 

distances to be there for me! 

 

At one point, one of my friends took off my church hat, and replaced it with a big birthday cake hat which I’m sure 

looked very funny as each car went by... 

 

All the cars stopped for a moment or so, laughing, giving me a short greeting and handing me various birthday gifts; 

a dozen roses, wine, a pearl bracelet, a birthday cake, specialty desserts, prosecco, dark chocolates, and many lovely 

cards.  And then... they were gone!!! 

 

I stood there still shocked and sooo happy to have seen my dear church friends, laughing and waving for a moment 

or two each, and it turned out to be MY ONE AND ONLY BEST BIRTHDAY PARADE EVER!!! 

 

Thank you, Yetetskin Anna for all the time and work you put into it for me! I will never forget it!!! 

 

With love for my church and my friends, 

 

Eileen Barsamian  
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The Hidden Treasures of the Armenia Liturgy by Dn. Albert Hambardzumyan 

“Lord God of hosts and creator of all things, You, who have brought 

all things into visible existence out of nothing, who also in your love of 

mankind have ordained us to be ministers of so awesome and ineffable 

a mystery; You Lord, to whom we offer these oblations, accept from us 

this presentation and consummate it to be the mystery of the body and 

blood of your Only-begotten, and grant this bread and this cup to be 

for us, who taste of them, a remedy of forgiveness for our sins.” (Pew 

Book p. 26) 

This beautiful prayer is one of the silent invocations found 

in our Liturgy that is not recited aloud by our priests. 

Rather, the celebrant silently recites this devotion right 

before offering the Kiss of Peace. The prayer makes an 

allusion to the ordination of mankind through the love of 

our Lord. That through this heaven-sent rite we may be 

ministers of this awesome and ineffable mystery we call the 

Divine Liturgy.  

There are numerous examples in the Old Testament where chosen people sacrificed animals and brought their 

offerings to God. For many centuries, God has selected loyal patriarchs among the Israelites, wherein he not only 

gave them the authority to shepherd the animals, but also to sacrifice them for the atonement of the whole chosen 

nation. The animal sacrifice of the Old Covenant was the portent of Christ’s crucifixion on the cross. After the divine-

human sacrifice of Christ, God established the New Covenant, and instead of the animal sacrifice, God gave us 

authority to minister the new and awesome, unfathomable mystery of divine sacrifice.  

In the Old Testament the prophet Isaiah says, “The seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from 

the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, 

your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out’” (Isaiah 6:6). Thus, if in the Old Testament it was the seraph who 

was taking the Coal (the portent of Christ’s Flash), in the New Covenant according to God’s love towards mankind, it is 

the ordained mankind (priests) who minister the ineffable mystery of divine sacrifice. Moreover, in the prophecy of 

Isaiah, the seraph takes the Coal with a pair of tongs, on the contrary, in the New Covenant; the priest takes and holds 

the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ with his hands. As a result, the love of God towards humanity is insurmountable, 

because even though he knows that we are sinful and fallible he continues to ordain human beings for his divine 

ministry. 

The divine ministry is an angelic grace, which God gave to humanity. In fact, God could have gifted that same gift to 

all the angels in the celestial hierarchy: the bliss of celebrating the Divine Liturgy. But instead, He gave it to us through 

the Eucharistic presence of Christ that we get to experience every time we participate in the Divine Liturgy. Christ’s 

presence is a gift given to those who have fallen in their humanity, granting them spiritual salvation. By his resurrection 

and glorious victory towards death, God honored humanity and bestowed upon us in angelic grace the celebration of 

the Divine Liturgy and to represent Christ on the earth by being Christ-like ourselves. Moreover, God gave the angelic 

order to humans, so that they repent for their sins before celebrating the Divine Liturgy, and also teach people how 

to repent for their sins.  
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SHAHNASARIAN HALL REPORT by Chrisanne Jensen/Event Coordinator 

We have much to look forward to in 2020 and dates are booking up quickly so if you know of any looking for an 

amazing event center for any type of event, send them to me!  Special discounts are available for parishioners who 

need a banquet hall for upcoming events so contact Chrisanne at 727-545-0380 for more information. 
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In Lieu of Flowers Updated on 06/23/20 

The following donations have been received with gratitude by our church. May our dearly departed rest in peace 

and rise in glory. 

 

Margie Baylerian (April 14, 2020) 

 

Peter & Barbara Rupas, Stephen & Lisa Derderian, Arthur Mardossian, Michael & 

Jean Shahnasarian, Frank & Linda Houhanisin, Nina Sarkisian, Edward & Anna 

Sarkisian, Sophia Kugeares, Leon & Sharon Sarkisian, Michael & Dolly Matoian 

 

Armen Zartarian (May 8, 2020) 

 

Daniel & Norma Takoushian, Michael & Jean Shahnasarian, Stepan & Seta Serpekian, 

Martha Samuelian, Marcelle Coudrai, Karine Sahagian, Vasken & Karen Minassian, Karl & 

Nancy Zartarian, Haig & Louise Yardumian, Sevag & Karen Nevart Panossian, Dr. 

George & Debra Kamajian 
 

 

Adrienne Movsesian (April 28, 2020) 

 

Joseph & Angela Nakashian, Vasken & Karen Minassian,Haig & Louise Yardumian, 

John & Kelly Shamsey, Ayda Sarafian, Paul Movsesian, Ann Mahdessian, Ara & Rita 

Keshishian 

 

Michael Manoulian (April 8, 2020) 

 

Haig & Louise Yardumian, Sophia Manoulian Kugeares 

 

 

Gregory Keuroghlian (May 27, 2020) 

 

Haig & Louise Yardumian, Melik Keuroghlian, Xay & Rubina Shaldjian Salavong, 

John & Kelly Shamsey, Daniel & Norma Takoushian 

 

Naomi Manoogian (June 9, 2020)  

 

Mike & Jean Shahnasarian, Araxi Dulgeroff, Martha Samuelian, Vasken & Karen 

Minassian, Dr. George & Debra Kamajian, Sima Palakian 

 

Ed Jennings (April 8, 2020)  

 

Kim & Gena Willard, Jeanette Derhagopian, Noubar & Ann Mahdessian, Gary & 

Bertha Sekdorian, Vasken & Karen Minassian, Martha Anne Garabedian,  Haig & 

Louise Yardumian, Michael & Jean Shahnasarian, Lucine & Tigran Vartazarian, Ara & 

Rita Keshishian, John & Kelly Shamsey, Dr. George & Debra Kamajian 
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Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to St. Hagop!  Those who 

have submitted a pledge by 06/19/20 to support St. Hagop are identified below. 
 
Richard & Diana Aginian, George & Joan Agnacian, Karen Anjoorian, Artak Apyan, Marcus & Diane Arakelian, 
John & Susan Arsenault, Gloria, Lee & Michael Atayan, Grace Austin, Shagen Babayan, Zara & Harris Babayan 
Boyiadzis, Bagrad & Tatiana Badalyan, Chuck & Lisa Begian, Jacob Bournazian, Patrick & Gail Compton, Robert 
& Janet Davidian, Fr. Hovnan & Yn. Anna Demerjian, Jean-Jacques & Hasmig Demerjian, Paul & Primrose 
Demirdjian, John & Bernadette Derderian, Fred Dikranian, Araxi Dulgeroff, Leilani Doty, Art & Adrienne 
Ekizian, Greg & Alysia Ekizian, Kenneth Folsom & Kimberly Caswell, Martha-Anne Garabedian, Richard & 
Pauline Gilgan, Adrienne Guendjoian, Teresa Haidarian, Gregory & Gina Hagopian, Berge & Tamar Hajian, 
Irene & Jean Hakim, Tom Hally, Mary Haydostian, Meline Hazaryan, Hayley Hovhannisian, Greg & Stephanie 
Hovsepian, Shirak & Johanna Hovsepian, Zvart Jambazian, Darwin & David Jamgochian, Eileen Jennings, 
Richard & Christina Kachadurian, George & Debra Kamajian, Edward & Michelle Kapreilian, Sam & Beatrice 
Kapreilian, Harry & Beverly Karim, Florence Kazanjian, David & Nancy Kazarian, Hannelore Keshishian, 
Harout & Lucy Keshishian, Garbis & Mari Kesisoglu, Houri Kojian, Richard & Marge Kratlian, Rosanna 
Kyarunts, Chau Luong, Noubar & Ann Mahdessian, Hratch & Arshalous Manoukian, Sophia Manoulian 
Kugeares, Hagoop & Mary Mashikian, Richard & Linda Maslar, Mallory Maslar, Robert Maslar, Christine Martin, 
Vazken & Maggie Melkisetian, Ida Merakyan, John & Virginia Messerlian, Tim & Adrienne Milewski, Vasken & 
Karen Minassian, Robert Mirak, Agop & Victoria Mouradian, Bejan & Rebekah Nouri, Mirella Ovanesian, 
Christina Paylan, John & Joanne Pehlivanian, Margaret Penerian, Joseph & Elisabeth Raicsics,  Annette Ross, 
Chris & Nicholas Sagherian, Martha Samuelian, Tanya Sarafian, Vahak & Elizabeth Sarkis, Chuck & Kathy 
Sarkisian, Leon & Sharon Sarkisian, Hrach & Thelma Saroyan, Chris & Carol Sassouni, Yates & Lexy Sayers, 
Stepan & Seta Serpekian, Stephan Shahinian, Eddy & Maggie Shahnasarian, Michele Shahnasarian, Michael & 
Jean Shahnasarian,  Norair & Maro Shaldjian, Xay & Rubina Shaldjian Salavong, John & Kelly Shamsey, Robert 
& Christina Shamsey, Daniel & Norma Takoushian, Denise, Matthieu & Antoine vanVeen, Charlie Vartanian, 
Tigran & Lucine Vartazarian, Artin & Amy Vartoukian, Terry & Carolyn Waidley, Charles Walker, James & 
Cathy Wilson, Haig Yaghoobian, Haig & Louise Yardumian, Maurice & Marina Youakim. 

2020 Stewardship Pledge Updated on 06/23/20  

So far we have been blessed with 106 pledges totaling $157,105 for 2020! Our goal is for all to participate regardless 

of amount! We invite you to mail in your pledge card or make an online pledge for 2020, it is not too late! 
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Office Hours: 9 am-5 pm Monday - Friday 

Worship Hours: Sunday 10:30am – 12:30pm  

Sunday School Hours: Sunday 11:00am – 12:30pm 

Fellowship Time in Shahnasarian Hall – 12:30pm – 1:30pm 

Contact Information  
7020 90th Ave. North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
P: 727-545-0380 
E-mail: office@sthagopfl.org  
www.sthagopfl.org  
 

Newsletter Team: 
 
Editor 
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 

Managing Editor 
Chrisanne Jensen 
 
 
Avedis Newsletter is a publication of St. Hagop Armenian Church in 
Pinellas Park, Florida. 
 

Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the church office. All 
text should be electronic format, preferably Word. Editorial board 
reserves the right to modify or reject any submissions. All material must 
be received no later than the published deadlines below: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
It costs over $1,100 to print and send each issue of Avedis. We would like 
to communicate as often as possible with our parishioners. Will you help 
defray some of the costs? Please send your check memo:  Avedis 
Newsletter 1/2 issue ($550); 1/4 issue ($275) or other ($) amount.  
 

The Avedis is grateful to accept business ads, which help us, pay for our 
newsletter and help you reach your customers. Please email the office at 
office@sthagopfl.org if you are interested. Make checks payable to St. 
Hagop Armenian Church.  
 
Rates are per issue:  
$50 for a business card,  
$150 for a half page and $300 for a full page 
  

Next Issue  Submission 

October/November/December 2020 September 15th 

Parish Council 
 

President 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 
727-545-0380 
fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org 
 

Chair 
Louise Yardumian 
727-576-0380 
lyardumian@icloud.com 
 

Vice-Chair 
Grace Austin 
813-294-2531 
Austin.l.grace@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
David Kazarian 
727-507-9222 
david@infuserveamerica.com 
 

Vice-Treasurer 
Haig Yaghoobian 
813-240-7479 
haigyaghoobian@gmail.com 
 

Secretary-Recording 
Nazley Beducian Wilson 
803-309-6138 
nazley.wilson@gmail.com 
 

Sexton 
Andrew Anusbigian 
727-787-8072 
andyanusbigian@yahoo.com 
 

 

Members 
 

John Arsenault 
508-254-3066 
johnbhco@aol.com 
 

Hayley Hovhanessian 
860-690-0164 
hayhov711@aol.com 
 

Rita Keshishian 
(516) 872-6631 
rita_keshishian@hotmail.com 
 

Organizations 
 

ACYOA Seniors 
Nazley Beducian Wilson 
Nazley.wilson@gmail.com 
 

ACYOA Juniors 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
Hayhov711@aol.com 
 

Sunday School 
Linda Maslar 
SundaySchool@sthagopfl.org 
 

Women's Guild 
Chair – Debra Kamajian 
jagd@tampabay.rr.com 
  

Vice-Chair – Karen Minassian 
Karen@Homeserviceinteriors.com 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

St. Hagop’s Partial Re-Opening 

Beginning on Pentecost, Sunday, May 31st, we began our cautious re-opening of our sanctuary. We have encouraged 

all those who are medically vulnerable, elderly or sick in any way, to forego attendance until risk subsides further. All 

others have been invited to attend, but with strict adherence to Diocesan safety procedures outlined below:  

 All participants must wear facemasks, no exceptions. Masks will be provided at the door for those 

without.  While singing in choir or altar, masks may be lowered. 

 Participation in the altar & choir will be limited; by invitation only 

 Pews will be marked for social distancing and ushers will facilitate compliance 

 Church will sanitized before worship and sanitizer provided throughout sanctuary 

 Children in attendance must stay with parents in church. 

 There will be no post-worship fellowship inside or outside the church or hall.  

 

Beginning in mid-July, we plan to offer communion with special sanitary procedures. We are also hopeful that in the 

near future-dependent on coronavirus levels in our region-we will resume some form of fellowship. We will remain 

in touch, and look forward to restoring our full communion together!  Until then our tentative calendar follows: 

 
 

Sun. July 5th Jashoo Divine Liturgy w/Dn. Albert   

In-Church with Safety Restrictions & Livestream 

10:30 AM 

Sun. July 12th Divine Liturgy 
In-Church with Safety Restrictions & Livestream 

10:30 AM 
 

Tues. July 14th  Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun. July 19th Divine Liturgy-Vartavar/Transfiguration 
In-Church with Safety Restrictions & Livestream 
Special Youth Fellowship & Water Games (Tentative) 

 

10:30 AM 

12:30 PM 

Sun. July 26th Divine Liturgy 
In-Church with Safety Restrictions & Livestream 

10:30 AM 

Sun. August 2nd Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Sun. August 9th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Tues. August 11th  Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun. August 16th Divine Liturgy-Blessing of the Grapes 10:30 AM 

Sun. August 23rd Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Sun. August 30th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Sun. September 6th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Tues. September 8th Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun. September 13th Divine Liturgy-Exaltation of Cross/1st Day of Sunday School 10:30 AM 

Sun. September 20th Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 10:30 AM 

Sun. September 27th Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 10:30 AM 
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7020 90th Avenue North, Pinellas Park, Florida 33782        
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