
The highest mountain  

“An argument arose among them as to which one of them was the greatest.” 

(Lk. 9:44-48) 

In 1924, the Englishman George Mallory and a group of men tried to be the first 

people to climb to the top of Mt. Everest, the tallest mountain in the world. After 

enduring unbelievable hardships, they reached the 25,000foot mark. From this 

point, Mallory and his partner set out for the summit, but their heroic attempt 

failed. They were buried in the snows of the Himalayan peak. When their 

colleagues returned to England to tell their story, one of them gave a report before 

a large audience in London. At the end of his talk, after describing the difficulties 

and tragedies of their expedition, he turned towards a picture of Mt. Everest 

projected on a screen, and spoke to the mountain, “Everest, we tried to conquer 

you once, but you overpowered us. We tried to conquer you a second time, but 

again you were too great for us. But Everest, I want you to know that we are going 

to conquer you, for you can’t grow any bigger, but we can.” 

In today’s Gospel, we read that an argument arose among the disciples of Christ as 

to which one of them was the greatest. Some of the disciples wanted to be the 

greatest. However, Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had the 

child stand beside Him. Then, He said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child 

in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 

me.” In today’s Gospel reading, Christ wants his disciples and us to grow in our faith, 

like a child who still does not know what sin is. Christ points out faith, because the 

central element of our understanding of the Armenian Apostolic Christianity has 

to do with faith, which has to grow bigger and bigger every day. If we believe, not 

in ourselves, but in God, then nothing can limit or hinder us. St. Paul says, “I can 

do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” We too can do all things 

through Christ but only when we grow in our faith with the help of Christ.  

I can’t move a mountain, or overcome an obstacle, but no hindrance is greater than 

God. I can’t, but He can through me. He is waiting for us to discover what it means 

to trust in Him, and experience the great God given gift to our Church: faith. Christ 

is trying to teach an important lesson about authentic faith by taking a child and 

having him stand in front of his disciples. Faith that moves mountains is not simply 

a belief in the existence of a supernatural power. Faith that moves mountains is 

not simply belief in a god, fashioned after our own desires and pleasures. 



Christian faith, from an Armenian Apostolic Christian perspective, is a faith in the 

One true God as revealed to us in history through Holy Scriptures. Christian faith 

is a belief in an all-loving, yet mysterious God. Christian faith is believing in an 

all-powerful God who allows himself to be humiliated and crucified. And such 

faith comes from a deep spiritual life of self-giving love, extreme humility, 

persistence, struggle, and undying hope.  

Christ takes a child and some of you may wonder why. It is because children are 

pure and they do not know what arrogance, pride, hatred and some other sins are. 

He takes the child so that we ask ourselves: how often do we allow our arrogance 

and pride to minimize and corrupt our faith? We don’t want to admit our 

weaknesses, nor admit that our One and only hope is in God. Instead of kneeling 

before God, we proudly hold our head high and half-heartedly ask for God’s help, 

as if we’re doing Him a favor by turning to Him. It is difficult for many of us to 

admit that we cannot help ourselves, and place our only hope in Christ. Yet, this 

is an important element of Christian faith. For example, a truly humble cry, “Lord, 

help me,” moves the heart of God and makes our faith grow, and even beyond that, 

it makes us the greatest if we remain humble.  

On the other hand, sometimes people act humble. They even say the appropriate 

words, yet their reactions to anyone hindering their desire reveals a dangerous, 

hidden pride. For this reason, our faith needs to grow with a combination of all 

virtues. For example, it is love that makes our faith shine forth, and it is humility 

that makes love to bear fruits and shine forth in an even greater way. Today, Jesus 

wants to see that amazing faith in each one of us. He wants to see how we nourish 

our faith by invincible love and sincere humility towards each one.  

Faith means believing despite the obstacles standing in our way, and Christian 

faith grows when we nourish it with love and humility. Today, we all seek to 

cultivate such faith, as that of the child, in our prayers, in our actions, and in our 

lives. We ask God to strengthen our faith by giving us pure love, humility, and 

hope as each child has. Today, we give thanks to God for this blessing that we are 

given endless opportunities to grow in our pure faith with which we can conquer 

the highest mountain in the world or the hardest obstacles in our lives. Amen.   

 

 


