
Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
 

Last week we reminded ourselves that this blessed time of year, Great Lent, is a season of fasting and giving 

things up, but only as a means to an end.  We give things up, we lose some things we love, in order to find 

again what we most love.  In the ancient language of spiritual direction, Lent is a time where we examine our 

attachments, where we let go of lesser attachments, which might be tying us down, and free ourselves to 

rediscover our greatest love, our greatest attachment.  Last week’s Sunday of expulsion concentrated more 

on the loss of good things, today’s Sunday of the Prodigal Son focuses on the finding of the best things. As is 

usually the case in Holy Scriptures, we lose much impact of the story if we pluck it out of context.  By itself the 

story of the Prodigal son is profound, however in the context of the other stories before it, we have something 

of a Lenten primer on how losing beloved things helps us discover what we love most.  

So, today’s Gospel reading is actually made up of three parables about things being lost which are found. The 

lost Sheep, the lost coin, and the lost (Prodigal) Son. The lost sheep is the story of a shepherd who has 100 

sheep, but leaves the 99, to find the one who went astray. The lost coin is a woman who has ten coins but loses 

one in the house.  She turns over the whole house looking for it, and when she finds it rejoices.  And of 

course the Prodigal Son is the story of a life that is lost, being wasted, until he is found and returns home with a 

great party.   

If you are a numbers person, you will have noticed something in the progression of the lost things in this 

parable. In the parable of the lost sheep, the shepherd has last 1 out of 100 sheep, just 1% of what he has.  

With the coins, the woman loses 1 out of 10 coins, now 10% of what she has.  And finally the story of the two 

sons, where, at the least, the father loses 1 out of 2 sons, a full half of what he has, but actually stands to lose 

100% of his younger son, of which he only has one.  The consequences of what is lost in each parable, the 

stakes if you will, increases with each parable.  Jesus takes us through this progression in story, and thereby 

implores us to apply it to our lives. Our church by assigning the Sunday of the Lost Son, implores us to apply it 

during great Lent, so that as we progress through it we might clarify our priorities and re-order our constantly 

disordered attachments. 

Let us be more specific. The lost sheep reminds us that our stuff is important. I have a drawer full of stuff that I 

can’t part with. I’ve spent days looking for a lost cross that was given to me during my ordination.  But in life, 

this stuff-like the sheep-amounts to 1 out of 100 of what is important. Go ahead, seek your lost stuff says Jesus, 

but also seek for something so much more.  The story of the lost coin reminds us that financial security is 

important. I’ve spent way too much time worrying about money, if I will have enough to get me and my family 

what they need. But in life this wealth, like the coin, is just 1 out of 10 of what is important.  Go ahead, seek 

financial stability and security says Jesus, but also seek for something so much more.   

For though we might lose 1% of our selves in lost stuff, 10% of our selves in lost wealth, we face a loss of 100% 

if we do not dedicate our lives to seeking our greatest and best self, which can only be found in the God who 

made us, sustains us and gives us life, and he who beckons us during this Lenten season to turn away from 

whatever lesser good we have set our hearts on, to set our hearts on what will see us through 100%. 

What Jesus asks of us in his series of stories today-what Lent asks of us-is to apply the same energy we use to 

recover lost things, to recovering our lost, best-self. Too often our true self lies hidden beneath a tangled web 

of lesser attachments and lesser loves, and only the light of the Love of Christ can guide beckon us forth from 

our shadows.  And it is Christ’s promise “that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up 

on the last day.” So therefore, as we find our way back to Our Heavenly Father, we also find our way back 

home to ourselves; now and always and unto the ages of ages, amen. 


