
  

“Thanksgiving and glory we offer to you, O Lord our God, for this 
holy and immortal sacrifice which is on this holy altar, that you will 

grant it to be to us for holiness of life. Through this grant love, 
stability and desirable peace to the whole world, to the holy Church 

and to all orthodox bishops...and to the mindful Primate of this 
Diocese, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan” 

 

–Divine Liturgy (p.38) 

 
Fr. Daniel is a member of several scholarly and ecumenical associations.  
In November 2012, he was appointed the director of the Eastern 
Diocese’s Krikor and Clara Zohrab Information Center. He is also a 
visiting professor of liturgy at the University of Notre Dame in South 
Bend, IN, and at the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome. 
 

The Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America entered a new 
era of leadership on Friday, May 4, 2018, when the 116th Diocesan 
Assembly elected the Very Reverend Fr. Daniel Findikyan as the new 
Diocesan Primate. 
     

On May 8, 2018, His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos of All Armenians, confirmed Fr. Findikyan’s election in a 
letter of blessing.  The confirmation occasioned an enthronement service 
in New York’s St. Vartan Cathedral, whereby Archbishop Barsamian 
ceremonially passed his staff of office (asa) to the new Primate. 
     

Fr. Findikyan now serves as the 12th Primate of the Diocese, and the first 
in its 120-year history born in the United States of America. 
     

Fr. Findikyan recently announced that the Vehapar has confirmed the 
date for his elevation as Bishop of the Church in Holy Etchmiadzin on 
Sunday, May 12, 2019. Fr. Daniel asks for our prayers and invites all 
faithful to be present in Armenia for this enormous honor and privilege.  
     

It has been our honor to have Fr. Daniel here this entire weekend, 
especially today as our celebrant at Holy Badarak and honored guest at 
our luncheon.  We pray that our Lord will grant him good health and 
long life as he serves our beloved church.  We want St. Hagop to be your 
Florida home, Hayr Soorp.  Please come visit us often! 
 

 

 
A native of Fort Worth, TX, Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan is a graduate 
of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary in New Rochelle, NY.  While studying 
at the Seminary, Fr. Daniel earned a master’s degree in musicology at 
City University of New York. 
 

After a year of sojourn in Armenia, he studied for five years in Italy, In 
1997, he received a doctorate degree in liturgy from the Pontifical 
Oriental Institute in Rome, a renowned institute dedicated to the study 
of the history, theology, liturgy, and spirituality of the Greek, Russian, 
Armenian, Syrian, Coptic, and other ancient Eastern churches. Fr. 
Daniel’s doctoral thesis dealt with the history of the daily services of the 
Armenian Church, comparing them with the liturgical traditions of other 
Eastern churches. 
 

Ordained a celibate priest by Archbishop Khajag Barsamian in 1997, Fr. 
Daniel served as dean of St. Nersess Armenian Seminary until 2012.  He 
has also served as a visiting pastor of the St. Sarkis Church of Charlotte, 
NC. 
 

He has published numerous articles in scholarly journals and served as the 
general editor of the Divine Liturgy pew book published in 1999, which 
is used throughout the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of 
America. 
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