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well-pleased  
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PASTOR’S DESK by Father Hovnan Demerjian – The Second Half of Life 

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 

opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a 

voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, in whom I am well pleased.’ Mt 3:16-17  

It is a great blessing to worship in the Armenian Church during Christmas time, though at first the way our church does things 

seems out of line with how the rest of the world celebrates Christmas.  We celebrate Christmas on January 6th, while most 

other Christians celebrate on December 25th.  Christmas in other churches is all about baby Jesus. On Christmas day in the 

Armenian Church, we effectively skip over the childhood of the most important man who ever lived, and instead focus on his 

baptism, when he was already thirty years old! 

But though we may be out of sync with much of Western Christianity, we are on solid theological ground in deemphasizing 

baby Jesus, as our Holy Scriptures do much the same. The four Gospels have a total of eighty-nine chapters, but only four of 

these chapters are dedicated to baby Jesus.  The Gospels are almost totally silent on Jesus’ life from his infancy to his baptism 

as a fully grown adult. We know nothing of how Jesus did in school, whether he was up and coming in the family business, or 

what his neighbors, peers or family thought of him.  

And that-says our Bible and our church tradition-is just how it should be.  The Gospel’s disregard of Jesus’ childhood is not 

because Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were bad writers, or because some pages accidentally dropped out of their 

manuscripts. We focus on Jesus’ adult baptism on purpose during Christmas-and if we are mindful of why we do-we can 

recover some life-giving perspective on each of our spiritual journeys today.    

In celebrating Jesus’ birth as an adult, our church acknowledges a truth about each of our spiritual journeys-that there are two 

halves of life, and the second half is much more important (Fr. Richard Rohr).  The task of the first half of life, from youth till 

around 30 years old in Jesus day (till around 40 in our day), is to create a proper container for one’s life and answer some 

central questions. “Who am I?” “What makes me significant?”  “How can I support myself?” “Who will go with me?”  We all 

must make a container for our lives, Jesus did too, but that’s just the first half of life.  The great tragedy, however, is if we stop 

there. Because if we do, we miss out on the second half of life, which is quite simply, to find what fills and fulfills the container 

of our lives with the Holy Spirit it is meant to hold and share. 

Jesus could have, and maybe did, build up quite a life for himself by the time he was thirty; we don’t know.  We do know that 

wherever he went people followed, and that he was an unparalleled, motivator, coach and teacher.  ‘Never has anyone spoken 

like this!’ (Jn 7:46) and ‘He does all things well’ (Mk 7:31) were a couple of his reviews. Yet Jesus’ great temptation and ours, 

which comes in the wilderness crisis of mid-life, is to cling to the success, wealth, and influence we build-the container of the 

first half of life-instead of moving on to its proper contents.  In this Christmas season and throughout the New Year, we are 

asked to follow our Lord in renouncing this great temptation; to renounce our success and instead seek our significance.  We 

are asked to follow Jesus through adult baptism- through rebirth into the second half of life-where God desires to fill the 

container of our lives with his Holy Spirit; which we in turn pour out in love and service of others. 

In the end, the first half of Jesus’ life just wasn’t that important; where he came from, how he was raised and how he did in 

life.  It is to be the same for us.  In the end, no one will care about your or my position at work, whether we were deemed 

successful, or what neighbors, peers or family think of us. What is important, what is the true starting point of life, is when we 

let go of who we say we are, and open ourselves to who God says we are; “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased.”(Mt 3:17)  This day is to be the first day of the rest of our lives, where following Jesus, we are baptized, confirmed 

and brought into communion with the Holy Spirit of God.  On this day we recall and embody the continuing miracle of the 

birth of Christ, of the Christmas Season, which happens not when we are small, but when we come to know in the biggest 

sense, who God is calling us to be, now and always; amen.  
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Hagop, 

My term on the St. Hagop parish council (PC) ends in February 2019 and, accordingly, this is my last Avedis message to you as 

our church’s chairman. 

When, four years ago, I accepted the PC’s endorsement to assume the chairman position, I conditioned my transition from a 

council member on a sole premise: the PC would need to lower its expectations the former incumbent, Stepan Serpekian, 

established before his term expired.  Stepan has been, and remains, a great role model and mentor, inspiring in me the qualities 

an Armenian Christian lay-leader possesses.  During my tenure on the PC, especially following Stepan, there have been many 

times I felt like an impostor, unworthy of the position.  Let me explain. 

For starters: I’m not 100% Armenian . . . I don’t speak Armenian . . . I can’t even recite the entire Hayr Mayr in Armenian . . . 

I never learned or ascribed to the Roberts Rules of Order (and never want to) . . . I have to think twice when differentiating a 

choreg from a boreg . . . and, perhaps my biggest disqualifier: I was baptized, raised, and married in the Armenian Prelacy 

Church rather than the Armenian Diocese Church!  

There’s more . . . a lot more . . . but I think you get the picture! Who would imagine one with a resume like this would assume 

the PC chairman job at St. Hagop Armenian Church?  So, why now do I make public these things and elaborate on them with 

you?  For reasons I believe very important. 

As a psychologist, I appreciate we all have insecurities, deep-rooted in our DNA, that threaten to restrict us from being the 

person we want to be, doing the things we want to do, and realizing our potential.  Too often, negative self-perceptions inhibit 

our desired behaviors and entrap us, like a computer virus constricting our ability to apply a powerful resource as we intend.   

Obviously, by virtue of your receiving and reading this missive, you have some level of commitment to St. Hagop.   I beseech 

you to reflect on what inhibits your fullest participation in our church’s ministries, beyond the understandable life 

commitments many of us share.  To name a few, a job, family obligations, time constraints and, in some cases, exertional 

and/or non-exertional difficulties, challenges aging pose, and transportation issues.   

These are, of course, valid reasons – several of which hit home to me.  I very much appreciate and likewise, of course, submit 

to secular world realities that bind us.  My aim is to encourage you to faithfully look into your heart and discern any self-

limiting barriers that have prohibited you from pursuing service to your church.  

A few reasons, in my opinion, that do not rise to the level of disqualifying you to serve St. Hagop include: feeling unworthy, 

unqualified, and not Armenian-enough to participate in your church’s ministries.  Negative self-attributions of these types 

engender a counter-productive, self-fulfilling prophecy sure to suppress your fulfillment in our church and, by extension, rob 

you of opportunities to grow closer to our Lord.   

For sake of full disclosure, my insecurities about my service to St. Hagop persisted in varying degrees during my six-year 

tenure on the PC.  There were, of course, times when my inhibitions resurfaced – especially during sensitive events involving 

our parish and Diocese.  Despite my shortcomings, the PC and you accepted and trusted me; this is a great gift, for which I am 

most appreciative and thankful.        

We have something special at St. Hagop, emanating from our common belief and commitment to practice and perpetuate 

Armenian Christianity and culture.  You can feel and sense it, and we need your fullest possible participation to preserve and 

perpetuate the gift and responsibility our forefathers bestowed us.   

In closing, my heartfelt thanks for your support, in particular to my wife, Jean, without whom I would be lost.  Also, thanks so 

much to Fr. Hovnan and the many dedicated PC members with whom I have had the privilege of serving the past six years.   

Shnorhagalutyun.  Thank you.  And, God bless.   
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VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY AT SHAHNASARIAN HALL ON SAT. FEB. 16TH!!!  
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EVENT COMMITTEE PRESENTS THE 2019 CULTURAL SERIES 

St. Hagop Armenian church presents its first Cultural Series! Check out our three events below (Jan 20th, Feb 24th 

& Mar 24th)! Tickets are $10 per person/per event, and can be purchased in advance online or with check, or at the 

door. We look forward to seeing you! See details of performers/presenters and opportunities for sponsorship.  
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SHANASARIAN HALL REPORT by Chrisanne Jensen/Event Coordinator 

It has been a very successful year for special events at our beautiful hall.  Both clients and parishioners are giving us rave 

reviews about the hall’s features and amenities.  We made many improvements this year such as a permanent pavilion 

curtain to add privacy to outdoor use, a tri-folding mirror in the back “bridal” room, and a new cleaning company to keep 

our floors buffed and polished.   

There are many events planned by our Events Committee for this upcoming year so please check our bulletins and Avedis 

to plan ahead to join us!  Shahnasarian Hall is a wonderful place to socialize after each week’s Divine Liturgy and our 

Women’s Guild group does a great job welcoming everyone. 

We have much to look forward to this upcoming year and dates are booking up quickly so if you know of anyone looking 

for an amazing event center for any type of event, send them to me!  Special discounts are available for parishioners who 

need a banquet hall for upcoming events so contact Chrisanne at 727-545-0380 for more information. 
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Join us this coming Sunday, January 6th to celebrate a special Armenian Christmas 

Badarak, followed by the Blessing of the Waters, with honored godfather Dn. Shahe 

Kotchounian & his wife Mrs. Lena Kotchounian. Following worship, the Kotchounian 

family & Women's Guild invites all to a complimentary fellowship as we watch our 

young people perform their Armenian/Christmas songs taught by Suzy Hovhanissian. 

Please join us for a special Sunday. 
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ADVENT BY CANDLIGHT: Recap & Testimonies 

It was a spiritually uplifting Advent Dinner on Wednesday Dec 5th! Our 

parishioners and friends enjoyed delicious homemade foods, fellowship and 

beautiful words from our four speakers: Grace Austin, Edmond Keshishian, 

Hayley Hovhanessian and Martha-Anne Garabedian. Each speaker shared 

their personal ministry experience and described how it has enriched their 

faith as an Armenian Christian. The program ended by a candlelight sing-

along of Silent Night, in English and Armenian, led by Zvart Jambazian and 

Jean Shahnasarian. Heartfelt thanks to our amazing program participants for 

inspiring Faith, Hope, Love and Ministry.  For those who could not be 

present, we present testimonials of our speakers below: 

Hayley Hovhanessian: 
 

When I moved to Florida about four years ago, I was coming from 
Connecticut with no family and no friends in the Tampa area.  I grew up 
being very involved with the Armenian church of the Holy Resurrection in 
New Britain, Connecticut, but I did not know there was an Armenian 
church in Tampa Bay. 

 

Soon after I moved to Tampa, my dad said to me, “e-mail David Kazarian. I know him from the Kef dances we had in 
Connecticut, and I know he is in Florida now.”  So, I emailed David and figured out that he was a member of St. Hagop 
Armenian church in Pinellas Park.  The first couple of times I arrived to St. Hagop, I left before fellowship and avoided 
being introduced to everyone by Father Hovnan.  Eventually, I had the courage to stay after the church service 
concluded and was lucky I did because that allowed me to meet some amazing people and make some incredible 
friends.  The St. Hagop community was friendly, welcoming, and just what I needed being 1,200 miles from “home”...it 
was a new support system. 
 

I began getting involved with the ACYOA Juniors and Seniors by attending monthly Theology On Tap dinners and 
filling in as a Sunday School teacher when I was needed.  As the months went by, Father Hovnan recruited me to be the 
ACYOA Juniors Chair and organize juniors/seniors events.  A bit more time passed and David convinced me to run for 
parish council, which I have been participating on for the last two years. I never expected to be a parish council member 
when I first started at the age of 27, but the experiences with PC have allowed me to grow stronger in my faith and love 
for this community and my Armenian background.  I was so quickly accepted into a group of extremely smart, talented, 
compassionate, and genuine people...all of whom I now call my friends. 
 

Collaborating with the Parish Council members has reminded me how special my Armenian heritage is and how 
important it is to give back and be a steward of this church.  The generosity I’ve seen while being involved with the PC, 
whether it be parishioners donating their time or money to St. Hagop, encouraged me to give of my own time and make 
my own monetary donations.  I have grown closer to God through this ministry and am honored to have been able to 
serve my church in this capacity.  My love for my heritage grew stronger, as did my faith in how kind and good-natured 
people can be...especially now-a-days when the news is constantly focused on tragedies and disasters.  Through joining 
the St. Hagop community, I was able to consider Tampa my new “home.”     
 

Martha-Anne Garabedian: 
 

When you give, you also receive.  That's how I felt when, in September, a group of us visited several of our long-time 
parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday.  I enjoy fellowship and recognize that it is an important part of 
life to engage with others.  So, how must it feel when you are unable to travel to St Hagop's every Sunday? 
 

Fellowship is special and an important part of Sunday service.  Here we take pleasure in saying hello with a smile and 
asking how are you? What's going on in your life?  We do this while sharing coffee and cake or celebrating one's 



AVEDIS ԱՒԵՏԻՍ 

 

11 

achievements and milestones and, of course, greeting our returning Snow Birds. When you are unable to drive to church 
or live alone and don't engage with others in person, there is a void.  Partaking in the liturgy, receiving communion, 
speaking Armenian, enjoying fellowship, etc. are all part of the experience. 
 

What pleased me so in visiting our shut-ins was the fact that it was just as rewarding for me.  We engaged in pleasantries, 
took a visit down memory lane as well as Fr Hovnan giving communion to each of the individuals we visited.   When my 
late husband Leo and I moved to Florida some 25 years ago, we searched to locate our Florida Armenian community.  
We made new friends and felt like our Armenian family had expanded.   
 

The people we visited on that Sunday let us know that they felt loved, blessed and honored with the time we spent with 
them.  These visits were short but so well received and heart-warming for all. Visiting Carnig and Rose Terzian was a 
time of remembrance.  We talked about the growth of the church and the many fund-raising activities that have helped 

bring our church family together over 
these many years. We laughed, recalled 
special moments, and we were sad 
when we spoke of those who are no 
longer with us but had a contribution 
to our lives and our church's history. 
Most of all, we showed we cared.  We 
shared our time and compassion, and 
we gave and received love.   
 

So when the opportunity comes again, 
make an effort to visit those who are 
unable to visit us at church.  You will 
be blessed and rewarded.  By doing so, 
you have no idea how important your 
gesture of kindness can mean to 
someone.  It's not a sacrifice - it's a 
privilege. 

 
Edmond Keshishian: 
 

Good evening everyone. As you all probably know, my name is Edmond Keshishian. I was born from a father who was 
born in Armenia and a mother who was born in New York. Growing up as an Armenian Christian, I was always around 
my family reciting the Hayr Mer, and other Armenian prayers. I remember all the times I would go to my grandparent’s 
house, also picking up my great grandmother, Evelyn Bayandrian (God rest her soul).  
 

I grew up in this church. I am privilege to call this place my spiritual home. I remember Mrs. Linda and Mrs. Alysia 
teaching in the Sunday School classroom. Always when attending church, I was inspired by the movements on the altar 
and the liturgical chants and songs. I remember when the church was under a cover and a trailer while in the process of 
building and constructing the church. I can still picture my older brother Sezar and I serving on the concrete slab we 
used as an altar. I also remember bringing the icons in and out of the trailer, and into the soon to be built church.  
 

Every Sunday I dedicate my love and compassion to the Armenian Church. I can have a bad week, but when I come to 
church-the thoughts of the prayers, the smell of the khoonk (incense) flowing out of the poorvar (censer), and the 
privilege of receiving the holy body and blood of Christ in the Eucharist-uplift me. 
 

Every summer, I attend deacon training classes summer conferences at St. Nersess Armenian Seminary in Armonk, NY.  
St. Nersess has given me friends that I will have forever, given me the knowledge on the Armenian Church and history, 
and also the love to fulfill my growing faith. It has inspired me to spread the thought and feeling to others, and allow my 
experience to be an influence to others who wish to serve on the altar as well. Looking back on my time, I have seen a 
tremendous increase in not only my Armenian Christian life, but also my personal life. I continue to strive to not only 
spread the word of God but also peace, love, & positivity. Thank you all. 
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WHY STEWARDSHIP IS IMPORTANT – by David Kazarian, Treasurer 

At the parish council meeting long ago there was a call for treasurer, and everyone turned and looked at me, that was a bad 
omen, for me.  Everyone voted and only one person didn’t vote for me (that was me).  But I guess my vote didn’t count 
because I’ve been the treasurer ever since.  I call it “my other job” because sometimes it’s like a second job.  Times such as 
when we’re working on a budget, and I have to look closely at the numbers.  Of course, in my first job I look at numbers too, 
but I have a staff of many to help and present the numbers to me.  Here, it’s all me (except for some really great help from 
Jean Shahnasarian, without which I would fail miserably at my second job) I actually had been emailing her so much I can spell 
her name correctly without looking! (Jean) 
  

Getting back to my second job, treasurer of St Hagop Armenian Church, while working on the numbers I reflected on the 
reason I’m here in the first place.  It was George Kamajian badgering me to come to church.  He’d call me often and say he 
hadn’t seen me.  I joked with him and told him that I came in late and left early and did that so fast he didn’t see me.  But 
people like George and Theresa Haidarian, and Rudy Kimatian that I met on a trip to Armenia that encouraged me to come to 
church.  Of course Fr Hovnan and Anna were there and others from the church too asked many times why they hadn’t seen 
me at church.  I have to admit that even though I have good friends that are priest and ministers, I didn’t show up at church 
that often.  Of course I had a good excuse, a business that was growing and I was working 7 days a week.  
  

That was then, and I must admit it was George’s constant calling and encouragement that got me to come to church more 
regularly.  Then there was a fateful day that my big mouth got me into trouble at a parish assembly meeting.  We didn’t have 
enough money to pay a very large bill and I got up and said “if we have 100 members and we owe 30,000 dollars every 
member should pay 300 dollars and the big bill is paid”.  Well most everyone did, after I wrote my check.  George Kamajian 
called me and said I should run for the parish council but I felt I wasn’t worthy of that position.  It’s a great honor to be a 
member of the Parish council.   I said I hadn’t contributed enough but apparently I had (at least according to George I had) 
The rest is history. 
  

Financially those days were difficult.  Many of you remember I’m sure the mortgage angels who coughed up enough money to 
pay the interest only mortgage payments which were huge!  There were other times we just barely made it financially, and 
individuals paid for things like the electric bill, or lawn mowing! Many different people would even bring coffee for coffee 
hour! Those days are past and the Lord has been good to us.  We have a wonderful community and our finances are secure.   I 
remember asking what our community was smoking when we build our church, because I said “you can’t afford this”.  Greg 
Ekizian said “build it and they will come”.  He was right. 
  

Today we have a comfortable reserve for maintenance and our operating fund has several months of cash to cover 
operations.  We even have funds reserved for special needs and the Church is no longer concerned over paying the electric bill 
or maintenance needs.  We still have dedicated parishioners that pay, out of their own pocket, for items that are needed by the 
church.  Some with cash, some with hard work.  The Women’s Guild and Lena work tirelessly every Sunday to make sure I 
won’t lose any weight!  Many of the ladies bring baked goods that cost our community nothing, giving not only their time, but 
their baked goods!  I can’t name every person that does this, but as an example, I’ve asked Andy Anusbigian to pick up 
something for me that was needed at the church and he paid for it and wouldn’t take my money in return.  Andy buys air 
conditioner filters and puts them in, but I have yet to see a bill from Andy for those filters.  I’ve seen George Kamajian pull 
money out of his pocket to pay for lamb when we’ve had picnics and the church didn’t see a bill for that.  There are many 
others too that donate and don’t expect to be reimbursed.  The Shahanarsarians have paid for many things at the church 
hall.  Eileen Barsamian Jennings has paid for items as well as Karen Minassian.  Karen has worked tirelessly for the church 
using her special expertise to insure the decorating requirements are properly met.  I know Andy has painted a wall in the 
ladies bathroom at the church (several times) and someone else paid for the paint, I can’t remember who.  Those are only a 
few examples, and as I said before I can’t name all the people that have given of themselves in terms of time and money for 
our community.  But that’s one of the reasons we’re so strong financially now. 
  

Now, having said that we can’t sit on our laurels and expect our good fortune to continue without our commitment.  I’d like 
to share some statistics before the parish assembly and give insight into our finances.  I like working with numbers and seeing 
how we spend our money and where it goes relative to our total income. 
  

One statistic that I find scary is what it costs to keep our church and church hall going.  From January 1, 2018 through the end 
of November 2018 we had expenses of $230,490.  In eleven months we’ve spent that much money to keep our church and 
church hall operating.  That’s about $21,000 per month!  Break that down further it’s $700 a day!  That money has to come 
from somewhere!  We’re fortunate in that our Stewardship campaign contributes about a third of our income  Truth be known 
it’s probably more than that but many funds were contributed last year because of the new tax laws and it’s difficult to pull a 
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Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to St. Hagop!  Those who have submitted a pledge to 

support St. Hagop during 2019 are identified below. So far we have been blessed with 70 pledges 

totaling $111,215!  Our goal is for all to participate regardless of amount! 
 

George & Joan Agnacian, John & Susan Arsenault, Patrick & Gail Aslanian Compton, Leon & Gloria & Mike Atayan, Grace Austin, Bagrat & 
Tatiana Badalyan, Chuck & Lisa Begian, Fr. Hovnan & Yn. Anna Demerjian, Hasmig & Jean Jacques Demerjian, Sason & Patricia Demirjian, 
John & Bernadette Derderian, Rita Dilanian, Araxi Dulgeroff, Harbig & Mary Garabedian, Martha-Anne Garabedian, Richard & Pauline 
Gilgan, Adrienne Guendjoian, Gregory & Joan Hagopian, Teresa Haidarian, Berge & Tamar Hajian, Tom Hally, Janet Haydostian, Mary 
Haydostian, Hayley Hovhanessian, Greg & Stephanie Hovsepian, Zvart Jambajian, David & Darwin Jamgochian, Eileen Barsamian Jennings, 
Jimmy & Lisa Justiniano, Richard & Christina Kachadurian, Dr. George & Debra Kamajian, Edward & Michelle Kapreilian, Sam & Bea 
Kaprilian, Sergei & Irene Kardashian, David & Nancy Kazarian, Sam & Nancy Kazarian, Lori Keshishian, Mari & Garbis Kesisoglu, Zaven 
Koltookian, Shahe & Lena Kotchounian, Richard & Marge Kratlian, Noubar & Ann Mahdessian, Hagop & Tobe Mashikian, Aram & Carla 
Megerian, Vazken & Maggie Melkisetian, Ida Merakyan, Vasken & Karen Minassian, Bob Mirak, Bejan & Rebekah Nouri, Mirella Ovanesian, 
Bernard Przegendza, Martha Samuelian, Dr. Vahak & Elizabeth Sarkis, Chuck & Kathy Sarkisian, Tanya Sarafian, Leon & Sharon Sarkisian, 
Hrach & Thelma Saroyan, Chris & Carol Sassouni, Yates & Lexy Sayers, Stepan & Seta Serpekian, Eddy & Maggie Shahnasarian, Michael & 
Jean Shahnasarian, Norair & Maro Shaldjian, John & Kelly Shamsey, Robert & Christina Shamsey, Daniel & Norma Takoushian, Nevere 
Tavoukdjian, Anna Tossoonian, Denise, Matthieu & Antoine Van Veen, Tigran & Lucine Vartazarian, Tim & Adrienne Vartanian Milewski, 
Terry & Carolyn Waidley, James & Cathy Beducian Wilson, Haig Yaghoobian 

number out of the records that represent just this year.  But where does the rest come from?  I suppose I could list it for you, 
but you’ll see the numbers at the parish assembly.  But I’m going to list some of the large sources of income for you to give 
you a better idea of our finances. 
  

 Church hall rental income represents about 30% 

 Collection plate income represents about 11% 

 Special events (dances, bazaars, dinners etc.) represents about 7% of our income 

 The rest come from weddings, funerals other miscellaneous contributions. 
  

That’s the income side, I don’t want to bore you with the expense side, but those expenses are there!  700 dollars a day’s 
worth.  That’s why our stewardship pledges are so important.  If you look at our total expenditure and divide it by our total 
membership that number suggests each member’s contribution should be almost $1,550 per year.  Of course that number is 
simply the amount of money we spend per member.  Thankfully we have many members that contribute much more than 
that. 
  

I feel commitment to the church in the stewardship campaign mandates that everyone donate and fill out a pledge card.  Your 
pledge doesn’t have to be enormous (although we wouldn’t object) but I’d like to see every member fill out a pledge card 
before our parish assembly.  It would be a great honor for me, to make an announcement at the parish assembly that every 
member of the church has completed a pledge card! 
  

Thank you for reading this, and thank you for honoring me by allowing me to serve on the parish council.  We have a great 
church, a great community and a great pastor.  The people that come to church are some of the greatest people in the Tampa 
bay area. 
 

Stewardship 2019 Update 
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Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9 am-5 pm 

Worship Hours: Sunday 10:30am –12:30pm  

After Church Fellowship Hours: Sunday 12:30pm–2:00pm 

Contact Information  
7020 90th Ave. North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
P: 727-545-0380  
E-mail: office@sthagopfl.org 
www.sthagopfl.org 
 

Newsletter Committee: 
 

Editor 
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 

Managing Editor 
Chrisanne Jensen 
 
Contributors to this Issue 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, Michael Shahnasarian & David Kazarian. 

Avedis Newsletter is a publication of St. Hagop Armenian Church in 
Pinellas Park, Florida.  
 

Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the church office. All 
text should be electronic format, preferably Word. Editorial board 
reserves the right to modify or reject any submissions. All material must 
be received no later than the published deadlines below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

It costs over $1,100 to print and send each issue of Avedis. We would like 
to communicate as often as possible with our parishioners. Will you help 
defray some of the costs? Please send your check memo:  Avedis 
Newsletter 1/2 issue ($550); 1/4 issue ($275) or other ($) amount.  
 

The Avedis is grateful to accept business ads, which help us, pay for our 
newsletter and help you reach your customers. Please email the office at 
office@sthagopfl.org if you are interested. Make checks payable to St. 
Hagop Armenian Church.  
 
Rates are per issue:  
$50 for a business card,  
$150 for a half page and $300 for a full page 
  

Issue  Submission 

April/May/June 2019 March 15th  

July/August/September 2019 June 15th 

Parish Council 
 

President 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 
727-545-0380 
fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org 
 

Chairman 
Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 
813-264-9310 
shahnasa@aol.com 
 

Vice Chairperson 
Mallory Maslar 
727-481-3271 
mallorymaslar@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
David Kazarian 
727-507-9222 
david@infuserveamerica.com 
 

Secretary-Recording 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
860-690-0164 
hayhov711@aol.com 
 

 

Members 
 

Louise Yardumian 
727-576-0380 
lyardumian@icloud.com 
 

Andrew Anusbigian 
727-787-8072 
andyanusbigian@yahoo.com 
 

Eileen Barsamian Jennings 
727-343-8776 
eileenian1@hotmail.com 
 

Dr. George Kamajian 
727-595-0780 
pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Grace Austin 
813-294-2531 
grace.austin@raymondjames.com 
 

Organizations 
 

ACYOA Seniors 
Nazley Beducian Wilson 
Nazley.wilson@gmail.com 
 
ACYOA Juniors 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
Hayhov711@aol.com 
 
Sunday School 
Linda Maslar 
StHagopSundaySchool@gmail.com 
 
Women's Guild 
Lena Kotchounian 
kotchounian@verizon.net  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

**Divine Liturgy & Sunday School take place every Sunday from 10:30-12:30 unless noted below 
Fellowship in Shahnasarian Hall to follow immediately after service 

 

Sat. Jan. 5 Jragalooyts Divine Liturgy – Armenian Christmas Eve 6:30pm 

Sun. Jan. 6 Feast of Nativity & Theophany of Jesus-Armenian Christmas  
Divine Liturgy/Sunday School & Blessing of the Waters 
Sunday School Christmas Performance 
 

 
10:30 AM 
1:00 PM 
 

Tues. Jan. 8 Parish Council Meeting  6:00 PM 

Sun. Jan. 13 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
Dance Lesson by Artak Apyan in Shahnasarian Hall 

10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

Sun. Jan. 20 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
Haig Yaghoobian Piano Performance in Shahnasarian Hall 

10:30 AM  
 1:30 PM  
 

 

 

 

 

Fri. Jan. 25  An Evening With Our Primate in Shahnasarian Hall 6:30-9:00 PM 

Sun. Jan. 27 Episcopal Divine Liturgy with Fr. Daniel Findikyan 
Sunday School 
Special Fellowship with Our Primate in Shahnasarian Hall 
 

10:30 AM  
 

12:30 PM 

 
 

Sun. Feb. 3 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
 

10:30 AM 
 Sun. Feb. 10 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 

Annual Parish Assembly in Shahnasarian Hall 
10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

 Tues. Feb. 12 Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sat. Feb. 16 Valentine’s Dinner Dance in Shahnasarian Hall 7:00 PM 

Sun. Feb. 17 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
 

10:30 AM  

 Sun. Feb. 24 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
Bared Maronian showing Women of 1915 film in hall 

10:30 AM 
1:30 PM 

Sun. March 3 Divine Liturgy/Poon Paregentan – Day of Good Living 
Sunday School 
 

10:30 AM  

Mon. March 4 Great Lent Begins  

Sun. March 10 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
Jacob Bournazian Knights of Vartan/Armenia Presentation 

10:30 AM 
1:00 PM 

Tues. March 12 Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun March 17 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 10:30 AM 

 Sun. March 24 Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 
Organist Haig Mardirosian to perform 

10:30 AM 

1:30 PM 

 Sun. April 14 Divine Liturgy-Palm Sunday/Sunday School 10:30 AM 

 Thurs. April 18 Washing of the Feet 
Vigil/Khavoroom Service 
 

7:00 PM 
8:00 PM 

Fri. April 19 Burial Service 7:00 PM 

Sat. April 20 Easter Eve/Jragalooyts Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM 

Sun. April 21 Easter Sunday Divine Liturgy 
Special Fellowship & Youth Easter Egg Hunt 

10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

 
Please note that by canon law of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church, no Requiem Services may be 
held on the following major feast days of the church; Christmas, Palm Sunday/Easter, Pentecost, 
Transfiguration & Exaltation of the Cross) 
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St. Hagop Armenian Church 
7020 90th Avenue North 
Pinellas Park, Florida 33782        
727-545-0380  
office@sthagopfl.org 
www.sthagopfl.org 
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