
SERMON-KILLERS AND LIFE-STEALERS 
“Seek first God's Kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these will be given to you as well.” Mt 6:33  

Whenever I give a sermon, I am preaching for myself as well as for all of you. And it must be that way; for if God’s word 

does not apply to me, why would I expect it to apply to you?  Today the assigned Gospel reading applies not only to my 

life in general, but specifically to the process of writing this sermon. Let me explain. 

The businessman and the arguing brothers in today’s reading for the first Sunday of Advent had trouble setting their 

priorities, and so did I this week.  This week, with Chrisanne on a well-deserved vacation and the Thanksgiving holiday, I 

had half as much time to accomplish twice as many things. Nonetheless, I should know by now that I have one priority in 

any given week, and that is my sermon.  Not just because I offer it as God’s word for you in your lives, but also because it 

is God’s word for me in my life.  It takes time to let God’s word inhabit my life so it can possibly inhabit yours.  And it 

takes just plain hard work to write and re-write a good sermon.  So even though it is my priority, this week, like many 

others, I let seemingly urgent matters distract me, and put off my sermon to the weekend.   

Thankfully in today’s Advent reading, Jesus has a message for all of us who may have difficulty managing out time.  In a 

nutshell, Jesus reveals that the key to prioritizing is distinguishing what is urgent from what is important.  He points to 

two brothers urgently arguing over splitting up their inheritance, when they should be concerned to not split up their 

relationship.  Jesus then tells of a man who spent his days urgently making a living; but forgot to spend his days making a 

life.  What seems most urgent is not most important, Jesus teaches, concluding his lesson with what is in fact most 

important; “Seek first God's Kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

If you are like me, prioritizing people and God is easy to understand in the abstract, but much harder to live in the every 

day.  So to help me focus on where I went wrong in my poor week of time management, I want to look specifically at 

what seemed urgent, what was more important and how I went wrong.  I can start with the most obvious thing I should 

cut out; time wasted on matters which are neither urgent, nor important.  This includes mindless web browsing at the 

office or TV surfing at home.  For me, it always starts with something relatively important. I need to get on Facebook to 

offer someone condolences.  But then one link leads to another, and all of a sudden I am browsing the top 10 colors for 

clergy shirts on Pinterest. Beware of matters which are neither important nor urgent; they are sermon-killers and life-

stealers! 

Even more dangerous for me in poor time management, are those things which are urgent but not that important.  In 

my line of work, and perhaps yours as well, everyone comes to me with things that seem urgent.  We need to fix the 

fridge, it’s running too hot.  We need to fix the oven, it’s running too cold!  Oh my gosh the women’s bathroom wall is 

too pink. Oh my gosh women’s bathroom wall is not pink enough! It has taken me a long time to learn that what is 

urgent for someone else, may not be urgent for me. And it’s not just other people’s urgency which we need to put in 

perspective, it’s also our own. We all have an inner voice which amplifies the urgent at the expense of the important; 

“Get this done!” “Don’t let this pile up!” “What will people think!”  Beware of urgent matters that aren’t important; they 

are sermon-killers and life-stealers! 

Now we come to the most difficult scenarios in time management, matters in life which are important but not urgent. 

These are things like taking time to thank everyone for small kindnesses. Things like taking time to build up relationships 

between family members, work associates or parishioners.  Things like taking the time to immerse ourselves in prayer 

and God’s word, so that our daily words and actions are themselves a sermon of the importance of God in our lives.   It 

takes much discipline to tend to these important but not urgent matters, because you can go through the motions and 

not do them for quite a long time. There are consequences, however, of not living our lives with the priorities we believe 

in. And as with the busy man in today’s parable, by the time we wake up it may be too late. 

Therefore, on this first day of Advent, Jesus wishes to wake us up. He wishes to make us aware of the great temptation 

of humankind, of which he was keenly aware.  Namely that our hungers for security, for affirmation and for control, 



deceive us in their urgency; they disguise themselves to be more important than they really are.  They kill our sermons 

and steal our lives in worry and fear. ‘Therefore I tell you,’ says Jesus, ‘do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or 

about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.’  Let us pray then for 

the grace to put all the urgent demands of life in their proper place, trusting that our heavenly father will provide for all 

of them.  And let us seek first the kingdom of God, trusting that all the other things that beckon our attention will then 

fall into place; now and always, amen. 


