
JALAPENO HARVEST 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more...so that on the day of Christ you may be 

pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 

glory and praise of God. (Pp. 1:9-11) 

This Sunday in the Armenian Church calendar is the pre-festive or Barekendan of Advent. As with many of our sacred 

seasons, so with Advent, our spiritual calendar echoes and builds upon nature’s calendar.  What is happening currently 

in nature?  It can be hard to tell in Florida, but my son Narek reminded me of the season as he picked the last two 

jalapeno peppers from our salsa garden.  It’s the end of the harvest.  It’s the natural time to take stock of what grew in 

the last year and what didn’t.  What was born and what died.  What work paid off and what was futile.  The season of 

Advent expands our reflection on the harvest into the spiritual realm, as in today’s reading, where Paul speaks of the 

‘harvest of righteousness’ that arises as we mature in faith.  My goal today is to highlight three spiritual laws for an 

abundant harvest in our lives-as we take stock of last year’s harvest and beginning planning for a fruitful year ahead. 

The first law of the harvest is that you can only harvest what you plant. In other words, if you haven’t sown it, God 

can’t multiply it.  This sounds simple and obvious, yet most of the time our false-self whispers just the opposite to us in 

our daily lives. “I will be more generous with my money,” we say, “but only after I have more money.” “I will be nicer to 

him or her, but only after they are nicer to me.”  We all look to get first and then we give away. Our faith tells us just the 

opposite. We give away first and then we get. Jesus’ miracle of the loaves and fishes probably gives us the clearest 

example of this. In the face of 5,000 hungry people, a little boy offers his lunch-five loaves and two fish. You know the 

story. Jesus transforms this small offering to be something great; enough to feed the multitudes. It’s only as you put 

what you have in the hands of God that it’s multiplied. You can only harvest what you plant, so this advent let’s first ask 

ourselves what good seeds we wish to sow, so that God might grow and multiply them in the coming year. 

The second law of the harvest, natural and spiritual, is that the harvest comes later than the planting. The hardest thing 

for my son in planting our little patio garden was that it takes time for seeds to grow, for hard work to pay off. Daddy, 

when are the plants coming?  Mommy are the plants here yet?  I’d be pretending if I told you that I am not just like my 

son in those most important aspects of life where patience is a virtue; in marriage, in leadership and in pastoral ministry. 

We live in an age of instant gratification, but all growth, all change takes time; loads of time.  So let’s be patient and 

compassionate with ourselves and patient and compassionate with others who are trying to be better, healthier, more 

faithful and more loving. Results take time and what we sow today, we won’t harvest until the next season in life. 

The final law of the harvest, of a life that is fruitful and abundant, is that we can’t do anything about this year’s harvest, 

but we can change next year’s.  In April I spoke about the ‘salsa garden’ our family planting back in April, with two kinds 

of tomatoes, scallions and jalapenos.  Unfortunately, all we harvested were lots of jalapenos.  The animals ate the rest, 

but even they couldn’t stomach those jalapenos.  We wish we could have had some juicy tomatoes and onions this year, 

but there is nothing we can do about that until next year; maybe we will fence our garden to protect it from animals.   

It’s often the same in the spiritual life. Sometimes we just have to be persistent and suffer through a season with a bitter 

harvest, because there is nothing you can do to change that now.  You and I may be on a better track now, but the bad 

seeds that we or others planted long ago still linger; a lack of financial discipline which led to debt, or a lack of self-care 

which led to bad health.  This is where faith is so important, allowing us to trust in God to see us through to plant for a 

better harvest tomorrow, even while a bitter harvest might still surround us now.   

There is an old proverb which says that the best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago. But as the Advent season 

approaches, we are reminded that the second-best time to plant a tree is today. Let us take heed of the laws of the 

harvest which govern the natural and supernatural realms, asking ourselves which seeds we must sow today to become 

what we wish tomorrow. And may we trust, ever so patiently, in God’s grace which increases and multiplies the tiny 

seeds of our offerings to reap a ‘harvest of righteousness’ which is great beyond compare. Now and always; amen. 

-Parts of this sermon adapted from ‘God Can’t Multiply What You Haven’t Sown’ by J.D. Greear Dec. 13, 2017 


