
IN THE SAME BOAT 
On that day, when evening had come, (Jesus) said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other side.’ And leaving the 

crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, 

and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on 

the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up 

and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He 

said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one 

another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’ Mk 4:35-41 

This reading comes up two times a year in our lectionary, such that I have reflected on it with you prayerfully 22 times in 

our eleven years together.  And yet every time, a fresh insight and inspiration comes from it.  You can read this story about 

a storm 100 times and not cease to be impressed, just as you can observe a great thunder storm 100 times and still be 

impressed. Today I want to enter the story with a simple question.  Put yourself in the shoes of the disciples.  Do you think 

they were more frightened during the storm, or after their friend Jesus stopped it? 

Well on dry land, safe in our pews, it is hard to imagine the fear of experiencing a storm so violent that the disciples-many 

of whom were experienced fishermen-are frightened for their very lives.  I would certainly be scared. Yet because they 

were hardened fishermen, I tend to think the disciples were much more afraid after the storm than during it. After all, this 

storm was just an extreme version of something they has seen many times.  But when Jesus stills the seas and wind with his 

voice, and there is dead calm, that is totally new...and right in their face, in their boat. The miracle has just gotten very 

personal, such that their fear of the elements morphs into a deeper fear of being in the presence of the living God.  

Someone has said that “People fear miracles because they fear being changed.” I think this rings true in our experience and 

we can imagine that fear in his disciples.  If I was in that boat, I’d be thinking “If he can do this to the weather, what is he 

going to do with us?” And, by the way, we are in that boat.  We were born into a life that is at times a luxury cruise, and at 

times, stormy and terrifying. And when we are caught in a storm, we beg God to cure us of a disease, to bless us with 

wealth, to bring us success, but then we hesitate; what strings might be attached? Might this miracle force us to change; 

might we be obliged to share our new wealth with the poor, use our health and success as God would have us not as we 

would?    

The miracle of transformation-and the fear that comes with it-isn’t just speculation, it is right in our text today.  Before they 

board the boat, Jesus drops a hidden one-line bombshell.  ‘Let us go to the other side,’ he says.  This seems like nothing to 

us, but for the Disciples, Jesus is drawing them from the familiar territory of Capernaum, to the strange and dangerous 

lands of the Garasenes.  It’s like going on a visit to the Armenian homeland and your guide sneaking you across the border 

to Turkey.  It’s like crossing S. Korea into N. Korea. Jesus is asking the disciples to stretch, to risk and to change; to share 

with and love those who seem unlovable. He is moving them from being fishermen to disciples, to welcoming a kingdom so 

very different from the one they’d either expected or wanted. 

To their credit, however, the disciples do follow their Lord to the other side, and I pray we have the grace to try the same. 

“Going to the other side” can mean 100 things to 100 people. It may be going to the other side to mend a broken 

relationship we are a part of.  It may be going to the other side of town, or the world to help those who have much less 

than us.  It may be going to the other side of the easy and comfortable decisions at work or home, to do the unpopular and 

difficult thing which is right. 

None of us likes change and all the ups and downs which come with life, but if we are still alive, it is unavoidable. So the 

only choice for us really is what kind of change we want to stand for, and do we trust that God’s presence will change us in 

a way that, albeit more challenging in the short term, will be for our blessing in the long run. Today’s Gospel reminds us 

that much of life is “going to the other side,” fearfully moving on from where we would wish to stay. But for us Christians, 

we never go to the other side alone, Jesus our good captain is in the boat with us.  His call to new life is awesome and 

frightening, but ultimately miraculous, transformative and calming, now and always and unto the ages of ages, amen. 


