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A New Era of Leadership 

The first American-born Primate of our Diocese, Fr. Daniel Findikyan, takes over for 

the longest serving Primate in the history of our Diocese, Abp. Khajag Barsamian. 
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PASTOR’S DESK by Father Hovnan Demerjian 

Never Seen Snow 

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.  Now I know only in part; 
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 
three; and the greatest of these is love. -1 Cor 13:12 

I have a special picture on my office desk of my son Narek and I squatting beside a snowman we made last Christmas at my 

parent’s house in Massachusetts. Up until that day, my son Narek had never before seen snow. I expect that there are several 

people in the St. Hagop Armenian Church community who have also never experienced snow.  If you are among this group, 

don’t feel bad, you are in good company.  Amazingly, roughly 40% of the population of the Earth have never before seen 

snow (most of the people of India, Africa & Indonesia).   

These days also, you aren’t totally missing out if you’ve never experienced snow directly, because there are so many ways to 

experience it indirectly.  Before Narek and I spent our day in the new-fallen snow, he still knew something about snow.  We 

sometimes watched skiing and hockey on TV. We read books about snow, and he had made several wintry arts & crafts.  

Narek even got to wear his three items of never-used winter clothes; his jacket, hat and gloves, on our pretend winter journeys 

through Restaurant Depot’s gigantic walk-in freezers. A good twenty minutes in there, rivaled the coldest days up North!  But 

of course these indirect experiences of snow through television, books and simulations are a poor substitute for the real thing.  

Narek’s ear to ear smile in our snowman pictures is a reminder that the best things in this life you can’t imagine until you 

experience it yourself.  In one of our church readings for this month, the Apostle Paul tells us that the same is true of our life 

to come.  We just can’t possibly imagine it, until we experience it for ourselves.  

“For now we see in a mirror, dimly,” Paul writes in his Letter to the Corinthians, “but then we will see face to face. Now I 

know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.” We have lots of good indirect information about 

God and His coming Kingdom. The books of the Old Testament tell the most amazing stories of God’s providence. The New 

Testament paints beautiful portraits of the kingdom of heaven. And of course Jesus himself is the embodiment of all that has 

been told of God and His Kingdom. But someday soon, says Paul, those stories, those portraits, even our image of Christ 

himself, will be replaced by our own joyous, unmediated personal experience.  And it will be like the difference between a 

paper snowflake and the real thing.  

In one of his sermons, C. S. Lewis tells a story of a boy that not only had never experienced snow, but had never experienced 

any of the beauty of this world.  His mother gives birth to him while confined as a prisoner in a dungeon. Since the boy had 

never seen the outside world, his mother tried to describe it by making pencil drawings. But finally, when he and his mother 

were released from prison, the simple pencil sketches were transformed by the actual experience of our beautiful world.  This 

is how it will be for each of us, we are promised, when we emerge from the twilight of this short life into the dawn of our 

everlasting life in Christ. 

So what do we do in the meantime?  What do we do if we trust that snow exists somewhere even if we haven’t experienced it, 

that heaven exists even though we’ve only caught glimpses of it?  Well, we hold on to our coat and hat, even if now we have 

little use for it. For in the snow, we will not survive without it.  Similarly we hold fast onto faith, hope and love, says Paul, 

because in heaven we will not survive without them.  We not only hold onto these three baptismal virtues of faith, hope and 

love; we grow within them.  Because the more we wear them, the more we find that God’s presence is revealed within us by 

these three things, most especially, Paul says, in love. Not the soft love of romance or just liking people like us, but the 

sacrificial love of longer commitments, of marriage and family, of troubled people, even of  our enemies. The love of Christ.   

More than a third of the population of the world has never seen snow.  All of us have hardly experienced a third of what this 

world has to offer. How much more are we ignorant of the world to come? Everything we do know of the kingdom of 

heaven, we discern through faith hope and love; and yet this is only a sketch.  The day will come when we experience directly 

what we have heretofore known only in part.  Our poor sketches of God, our paper snowflakes, will be tossed aside as the 

ranks of angels dance and fill the sky, and all of creation is transformed in the peaceful white veil of His presence. 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 

The election of our new Primate, the Very Reverend Fr. Daniel Findikyan, at the 116th Eastern Diocese Assembly in May 

2018 was a monumental event for Armenian Christians within and beyond the Diocese.  Perhaps most significantly, it drew to 

a close the 28-year reign of Surpazan (Archbishop) Khajag Barsamian; connected us to our past, present, and future; and, 

reminded our consciousness what we unconsciously know: Armenian Christians comprise one family.  

Our transition began with Surpazan Barsamian’s unanticipated announcement shortly before the assembly that he was 

withdrawing as a candidate for Primate.  In a letter announcing his decision not to seek reelection, the archbishop cited 

Ecclesiastes 3:1, To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.  During the assembly and prior to the election 

of our new Primate, three eminently qualified clergy candidates provided heartfelt, faith-based presentations to assembly 

delegates who then selected their preferred candidate.  A mechanical, dispassionate, and cumbersome balloting process 

followed.  After a suspenseful period of waiting for ballots to be counted, the delegates heard the dramatic announcement of 

our new archbishop.   Soon thereafter, the proceedings reached a crescendo with an inspirational ceremony that seemed to 

arise spontaneously.   

Our new Primate-elect and soon-to-be former Primate entered the large assembly room, and over 50 clergy bellowed in their 

baritone voices the hymn Ourakh Ler (Be Joyful) while forming a human tunnel through which the two leaders walked to the 

dais at the front of the room, filled with approximately 300 representatives from parishes throughout the Eastern Diocese.  

There, they received prayers, congratulations, and personal remarks from their brethren.  The pungent smell of incense 

contributed to transforming the sterile auditorium meeting environment to a holy place, where the gathering could feel the 

presence of the Holy Spirit.   

This ensemble of beautiful events reverberated under the prophetic conference theme Under One Roof.  The moniker, a refrain 

throughout the Diocesan Assembly, of course, implies Armenian Christians, regardless of their differences, are a family united 

under the protective roof of our Lord.  The process involved in the chain of events described above – including the human, 

procedural, symbolic, and divine – synthesized to reinforce canons central to our Armenian Christian beliefs.  Like the Michael 

Aram masterpiece displayed on the plaza outside our St. Vartan Cathedral in New York that memorializes our genocide 

martyrs, the Primate transition fuses our history with our future, connecting heaven and earth.   

While our Armenian Christian community in southwest Florida is young, anchored by a church approaching its 11th year, 

events such as the passage from one Primate to another connects us to our broader Armenian community, 1,700 year church 

history, and assurance that our religion, sacraments, and traditions will continue into perpetuity.  As the Eastern Diocese is a 

microcosm of Holy Etchmiadzin, St. Hagop is a microcosm of the Eastern Diocese.  We are all under one roof.         

Zee ko eh arkayootyoon yev park haveedyans. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
 

Shortly after Great Lent concluded with a magnificent Holy Week and Easter Badarak, St. Hagop sponsored its annual 

Armenian Heritage Festival.  Special thanks to Louise Yardumian for once again chairing this initiative.  Months of planning, 

cooking, enlisting sponsors, and organizing events and volunteers are required to make the event a success.  I especially 

enjoyed the exceptional food, Armenian heritage display, and tour of our church (I always learn something new and/or relearn 

something I forgot). Louise also made St. Hagop proud by playing the organ at the celebratory Badarak of the 50th anniversary 

of St. Vartan Cathedral; her appearance was at the special invitation of Archbishop Barsamian.  The service was particularly 

special due to the Primate transition. Thanks to all who made a stewardship pledge to St. Hagop for 2018.  We are in our 

second year of our conversion from a dues membership system to a pledge system, and all indicators of the transition’s 

viability continue to be positive.  The model we implemented in 2017 is being expanded within our Diocese; approximately 10 

parishes will begin pilot tests during the next year, building on St. Hagop’s conversion experiences. As our beloved snowbirds 

leave our parish we are reminded in yet another way that we are moving into another season.  May God continue to bless our 

Armenian Christian family as we navigate through our many transitions. 
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 116th DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY—MAY 3-5—WHITE PLAINS, NY by David Kazarian 

The first day was spent by discussing procedures, adoption of agendas etc.  But there was a great deal of discussion about the sale of 
air space above the Cathedral in NY City.  The conversation went on for a very long time about the advantage and economic 
advantage to the diocese and the millions of dollars the diocese would receive.  A lot of back and forth with questions such as: 
Where would the church office go? Would we be inhibited from ringing bells because of a big residential building above the church? 
What would happen if values went up during the process of the payout to the diocese because so much money would come into the 
diocese coffers? In the end, it appeared most of the assembly was in favor of the sale of the airspace. 
  

Father Hovnan delivered the clergy conference report. There was discussion about stewardship vs. dues among other things. Fr. 
Hovnan focused on the spirit of the meeting rather than a “play-by-play” of what happened. Importantly the Spirit was a sense of 
togetherness and common cause in the many the difficult issues our church and homeland face, and specifically the transition of the 
Primacy in our Archdiocese.  
  

The evening session starting at 8PM and ended at 10PM.  That meeting started with a report of the proceedings of the Ecclesiastical 
Representative Assembly (ERA). Apparently, the eastern diocese (USA) was most vocal at the meeting.  Issues were raised - term 
limits, not defined.  A lot of time spent on this discussion of articles of the bylaws. Apparently global bylaws are progressing very 
slowly. We heard about the ERA discussion - but it appears everyone is trying to come to term with global bylaws and the process of 
global harmonization is progressing very slowly. 
 

We then heard from the Committee on NEA, ERA, Bylaws and Church Governance. This committee retained a law firm who wrote 
a legal opinion that some bylaw changes we assumed are invalid. This was because things were done outside of our bylaw 
document.  One of the primary duties of a board member is what is commonly referred to as a duty of obedience.  NY US Attorney 
describes this as a duty to ensure that the organization complies with applicable laws and regulations, its mission and its internal 
governance documents. So, in the committee’s opinion, the amendment of a handful of specific bylaws were done inappropriately 
and therefore those bylaw amendments are null and void.  This was done two years in a row.  There were changes that were voted 
down twice but because of extenuating circumstances the bylaws were changed anyway.  The Diocesan Council Chairman, Jim 
Kalustian, disagreed with the committee’s findings, saying that the assembly voted down a proposal to have an independent legal 
opinion on these matters, but that the Diocesan Council, out of good will, has been in the process of obtaining their own 
independent legal opinion.  It appears this issue is still festering in the background. There was a question of which version of bylaws 
we are working under because of the uncertainty outlined above. 
  

Our current Archbishop withdrew his candidacy for this year’s election, so there was a vote for a new Primate.  At first there were 
three but no one received 50% +1 so a second vote of the two top candidates were had.  Archbishop Vicken and Fr. Daniel 
Findikyan were the two finalists. We then heard Archbishop Barsamian’s message “under one roof”.  Under one roof was the theme 
of the diocesan assembly and referred to the collaboration of all parishes “under one roof”. 
  

After the Archbishop’s message, the assembly received a comprehensive report of diocesan ministries. Of course this was also 
related to the theme under one roof.  We were told about a Vemkar initiative: Vemkar App, Website and Weekly E-Blasts.  We were 
told about Vemkar Sections such as Cross Talk, Faith Formation, Young Disciplines and Armenian Studies.  We saw videos such as 
Hye Manners and various selected videos which are available on the web.  You can google Vemkar to access the site. The Creative 
Ministries department has been working on smart board also for the class rooms. They have them available for sale if there are 
parishes interested and so far there have been a few parishes that purchased them.  
  

There was then a question and answer period concerning the Diocese.  Discussion was about Clergy and duties and others helping 
and the impact on the church.  Some asked about using tablets (such as IPADS) to spread the word with children.  Other questions 
about the new initiative, if there was any mention of how the local parish can be of assistance.  Questions about a hot line for areas 
of the country where there are no Armenian churches. 
  

We had a break and were told that after the break clergy would not be allowed into the room.  The reason was a primate had been 
chosen.  Fr. Daniel was the winner of the vote and is the new Primate elect! Running behind schedule we went into the reports 
followed by questions and answers of the following: 
 

Diocesan Legate and Director of Ecumenical Office - addressed Turkish Armenian talks and the fact that the Turkish government is 
not considering acknowledgement of the Armenian Genocide.  This lead to a lot of discussion about Armenians in the US, Strength 
of the Armenian population in the US, and what we can or should do to help our efforts in the US. 
  

Ararat youth conference center - since the facility is not winterized there is a short period of time this facility can be used.  The 
facility requires renovation. There were questions about how to raise funds to start some serious renovations.  The facility is rented 
out, but not a lot and there was some discussion about how the various parishes don’t seem to support the facility by coming and 
renting it for various church activities.  There was discussion about renovations that would stimulate winter rentals but the feeling 
was the return wouldn’t justify the expenditure. 
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ACYOA - Our own Mallory Maslar gave the ACYOA report.  She presented information about programming (such as using Bread 
and Salt Videos), personal relationships such as engaging ACYOA juniors to bridge the gap to Seniors, and other interesting 
statistics such as there are 23 active chapters who have participated in six national events. The major concerns are the youth who are 
30-40 years old, and programming to bring them back to the church. Questions were asked about involving Alumni and if parishes 
were participating in the assessments.  
 

Annual Appeal- discussion about fund raising efforts and how they exceeded 
expectations. There were discussions about how many people from many 
parishes held fund raising activities that made the results so positive. This 
year they were able to raise over a million dollar and net $900k+. 
  

Sacred Music Council (SMC) - discussion about putting music on Ipads or 
like equipment. They also have a fundraising initiative right now where 
parishes can purchase items they need for their parish.  
  

St. Nersess - it was noted that four primates came from St. Nersess. 
Discussion about the Seminary and outreach Ministry.  There were reports of 
activities at St. Nersess including students there and youth in the 
church.  The report included the way St. Nersess is collaborating with 
seminaries in Armenia and transferring religious documents electronically. 

  

Women’s Guild Central Council (WGCC) - their report spoke about supporting 34 active parish women's guilds out of 45.  They 
spoke about unity and plans for the future. They spoke about leadership. They spoke about sponsoring children of 
Armenia programs. They spoke about the elderly and how the women's guild is meeting the needs of the elderly. 
  

Armenian Church Endowment Fund (ACEF) -  has grown from 88 Million to 107.5 million while distributing four million a 
year.  Money was distributed through different instruments to keep the fund secure while promoting growth. 
  

Fund for Armenian Relief (FAR) - activities were discussed, sheltering children, meals, clinics, education and economic 
development.  There was discussion about the FAR activities and programs.  At the end of the report we learned FAR delivered 385 
million dollars thus far. 
  

The Auditing committee gave their report.  It was interesting listening to the questions and thinking about our audits.  And there 
were concerns about the hall and proper allocation.  Also information about prevention of fraud. 
  

Financial report was presented and a question was asked about reserves and several other issues. A revised 2018 budget was 
approved as well as a 2019 budget.  
  

We heard about the location of the next Annual Diocesan Assembly.  The committee gave a presentation about the St. James 
Armenian Church in Watertown, MA. 
  

Saturday morning the meeting resumed and there was discussion about the sale of the air space over the cathedral and diocesan 
center in NY City.  There was a lot of discussion about the value received for the sale of the asset by the diocese.  It was made 
apparent that the diocese did not receive the highest price for the air space but the best price for a design that kept the integrity of 
the cathedral in place.  The design was small at the base and flared out above the Cathedral so it didn’t encroach on the space 
directly above the cathedral.  There was a lot of talk about the value we will receive from the sale. 
  

Proposal was offered at the assembly to increase the role of women in the Armenian Church.  The specific proposal was to advance 
the expansion of the role of women in active participation of the liturgy and ordination of women to the diaconate.  Many people 
spoke in favor to this proposal, one spoke against. This discussion went on for a long time. The Primate elect, Fr. Daniel Findikyan, 
said that he was personally in favor of expending women’s official role in church ministry, but said that a year was needed to 
research and fine tune the proposal to properly present it before the Assemblies and Councils in charge of making such changes.  
The proposal was amended to allow for this longer time frame. 
  

New business proposal were as follows: 

1 Assembly directs the Diocesan Council to send current bylaws to delegates within 60 days. This was passed. 

2 Guidelines for sponsored games of chance. This was defeated. 

3 Diocese assembly to be held every other year rather than every year. This was defeated. 

4 Proposal for sacred music assessment to be allocated by size of the membership. This was defeated. 

  

Mission Statement of Our Diocese 
The mission of the Armenian Apostolic 

Orthodox Church is to preach the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and to proclaim its 

message of salvation. This mission is realized 
through worship, education, witness, service, 
and the common life in Christ as expressed in 

the distinctive faith-experience of the 
Armenian people. All members of the 

Armenian Church—both clergy and lay—are 
called to participate fully in its mission. 
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ST. HAGOP OUTREACH MINISTRY VISITATIONS 

On June 24th, after church, a few of our young professionals, 

along with Father Hovnan, made the trip up US-19 to see some 

of our northern friends in Palm Harbor. We brought baskets of 

treats, with special thanks to the women’s guild for providing 

choreg. We visited Sima Palakian and Martha Samuelian, two 

sisters who have been supporters of St Hagop for many years.  

You could say that Martha is an original outreach ministry 

member, for years she has sent cards and brought hope to those 

who were ill or bereaved. Sima, a familiar face to us all, just 

moved into independent living and was overjoyed by our 

“house- warming” visit. We visited Marion Major, a godly 

woman who has opened up her heart and home to so many 

children, both as a mother and a teacher. She shared with us her 

plan to speak to a group of neighbors and friends, sharing the 

effect that God has had in her life. At the age of 95, her faith is 

strong and bold. 

Finally, we stopped to see Naomi Manoogian, a gentle woman with exquisite 

taste. Her home filled with beautiful art! 

 

Outreach ministry is not exclusively for the youth, although they have the 

energy to lift spirits up. It is not exclusively for Der Hayr, although it is 

difficult to do a home blessing without him.  This ministry is for our entire 

church family. We hope that each member at St Hagop Armenian Church 

will seek out opportunities to check in with someone they have not seen at 

badarak lately. The cost of a phone call is merely time, and a card or note, a 

few cents more. We each have a responsibility as Christians to support our 

brothers and sisters in Christ.   

 

We consider the inaugural trip to Palm Harbor a success and one of many 

outreach trips for those that may feel a call to serve. Acts 20:35 explains It is 

more blessed to give than receive. Certainly, Mallory, Diane, Raaef, Artak, Haley, 

Der Hayr and I can say that we received quite a blessing by reaching out.  
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NEW PRIMATE FOR THE EASTERN DIOCESE 

The Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America entered 

a new era of leadership on Friday, May 4, 2018, when the 116th 

Diocesan Assembly elected the Very Reverend Fr. Daniel 

Findikyan as the new Diocesan Primate. 

Pending the anticipated confirmation of His Holiness Karekin II, 

the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, Fr. 

Findikyan will serve as the 12th Primate of the Diocese, and the 

first in its 120-year history born in the United States of America. 

Ordained as a celibate priest in 1997, and a noted international 

scholar of liturgics, Fr. Findikyan has served the church as dean of 

North America’s St. Nersess Armenian Seminary, and (currently) 

as director of the Krikor and Clara Zohrab Information Center, 

the Eastern Diocese’s research and scholarship facility. 

He succeeds Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, at 28 years the longest serving Diocesan Primate. 

The delegates of the 116th Diocesan Assembly voted on a slate of three candidates, which included Archbishop Vicken 

Aykazian (the Diocesan Legate and Ecumenical Director), the Very Reverend Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian (pastor of St. Sahag and 

St. Mesrob Church of Wynnewood, PA), and Fr. Findikyan. 

In their respective, brief remarks to the delegates prior to balloting on Friday morning, each of the candidates expressed warm 

brotherly regard for each other, and humble gratitude to be under consideration for the honor of serving as Primate. The same 

feelings of mutual respect and graciousness were expressed by all three after the result was announced. 

Following the announcement of the election result, all the 

clergy present entered the assembly chamber in procession, 

leading the Primate elect—along with the other candidates 

and incumbent Primate Archbishop Barsamian—to the 

singing of the hymn “Ourakh Ler” (Be Joyful). In a moving 

ceremony, the clergy then approached Fr. Findikyan one by 

one to receive his blessing. 

On Tuesday, May 8, 2018, His Holiness Karekin II, 

Catholicos of All Armenians, confirmed the election of the 

Very Reverend Fr. Daniel Findikyan as the new Primate of 

the Eastern Diocese in a letter of blessing.   

The confirmation occasioned a short enthronement service 

in New York's Saint Vartan Cathedral, whereby Archbishop 

Barsamian ceremonially passed his staff of office to the new 

Primate. Father Daniel now serves as the 12th Primate of the 

Diocese, and the first in its 120 year history born in the 

United States of America. 

  

1 Passing over of the 'Asa' and leadership of the Diocese 

2 Primate Calls FL Clergy for 1st Meeting on June 11, 2018 
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SHANASARIAN HALL REPORT by Chrisanne Jensen/Event Coordinator 

We are well into 2018 with over 54 events booked so far!  Even with that going on, we hope you are all enjoying the time you 

get to meet in our beautiful hall every Sunday!  It is such a wonderful place to share special occasions!  Our parishioners enjoyed 

recent events such as the Armenian Festival, Easter Celebration, Mother’s Day Brunch, and Father’s Day lunch.  Discounts are 

available for parishioners who need a banquet hall for upcoming events so contact Chrisanne at 727-545-0380 for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AVEDIS ԱՒԵՏԻՍ 

 

9 

GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ARIANA MARI MEGERIAN graduated with Honors from T.R. Robinson High School, 

International Baccalaureate Program on May 23, 2018. She was Treasurer of the National 

Honors Society, Editor in Chief of the Excalibur Yearbook, a member of the Quill and Scroll 

Honors Society, sat on both the Student Government Executive Board and the Honor 

Council. Ariana played three years of Varsity Tennis and was a founding member of the 

Robinson Closet, which gives out books and supplies to students in need. Being a member of 

the Knightmare Spirit Club helped fuel her passion for photography, especially sports photos. 

She was the recipient of the Scholastic Art and writing Silver Key Award for one of her 

photographs. One of her favorite projects was cofounding the “Yes Oo Tu” project for 

S.O.A.R., The Society of Orphaned Armenian Relief, to recognize individuality in orphaned 

Armenian youth. She traveled to Armenia last summer visiting orphanages and even created a 

website for it. Ariana will attend Villanova University this Fall and will study Communications. 

ARA HAIG YARDUMIAN son of Dr. Haig and Louise Yardumian received his Doctor of 

Osteopathy Degree from the West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine on Saturday May 

26, 2018.  Ara received his Bachelor’s Degree from Oakland University, Rochester, MI.  After 

working as Director of Personal Trainers for Bally’s for a number of years, he chose to become 

a doctor, following in the footsteps of his father Haig, and uncle, Dr. John Yardumian. He will 

begin his residency as an Emergency Room Physician on July 2, at St. John’s Hospital, Warren, 

Michigan.  We congratulate him on this achievement and wish him every success in the future. 

 

 

LEO MAHDESSIAN graduated from Langley High School in McLean, Virginia.   He won 

the Saxon Stage Award for Theater and it will be called "The Leo Award".  He is the only LHS 

theater student to graduate with the National Honor Thespian rank for 2018.  He also received 

the Langley HS Faculty Award.  He will be majoring in Electrical Engineering at the Rochester 

Institute of Technology in New York. 

 

 

 

AVEDIS CHRIS KOTCHOUNIAN, son of Shahe and Lena Kotchounian and active youth 

member of St. Hagop Armenian Church from his earliest years, graduated from the Stetson 

University College of Law and is a Judge Advocate for the United States Marine Corps.  
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JERUSALEM PILGRIMAGE 

Dear St. Hagop Parishioners,  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as our church’s representative and to travel to the Holy Land with the Eastern 
Diocese’s Young Adult Pilgrimage. I am incredibly thankful for and humbled by this experience. The impact this mission had 
on me —walking in the footsteps of Christ and bearing witness to His miracles—is simply indescribable. Not only was 
traveling to the biblical sites we read and learn about surreal, but feeling God’s presence in the Holy Land was truly 
magnificent.  
  
In addition to renewing and strengthening my spirituality, this pilgrimage increased my sense of pride in my Armenian 
heritage. While I heard about the large Armenian presence in Jerusalem and Holy Land, I did not understand the breadth and 
scope of it in Jerusalem as well on the development of Christianity. 
 
Our group had the privilege of sleeping inside the Holy Sepulchre, encompassing the Church of Christ’s Tomb. While 
thousands of tourists visit the Holy Sepulchre during the day, our pilgrimage group spent hours alone in it — holding Bible 
study, celebrating Badarak, touring the various chapels —due to the Armenian ownership, tradition and history with the 
Church. Finally, this pilgrimage turned peers into lifelong friends for whom I am extremely grateful. Fr. Vasken Kouzouian, 
our pilgrimage leader and rector of Holy Trinity Armenian Church in Cambridge Massachusetts was an incredible spiritual 
leader, surrogate parent and compatriot.  
 
I am forever thankful to St. Hagop and its parishioners for this life changing opportunity. I hope to give back to our parish 
and Armenian Church a fraction of what this pilgrimage has given to me.  
 
Faithfully,  
Elizabeth Shahnasarian  

  

Left: Blessing of the water ceremony at the Jordan River 

Right: Church of the Nativity  
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Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to St. Hagop!  Those who have 

submitted a pledge to support St. Hagop during 2018 are identified below. 

2018 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE UPDATE: as of 6/25/2018 

So far we have been blessed with 107 pledges totaling $163,994 for 2018! Our goal is for all to participate regardless of amount! 

We invite you to mail in your pledge card or make an online pledge for 2018. 

 

 

  

 

George & Joan Agnacian, Gloria Alvandian, Karen Anjoorian, Artak Apyan, John & Susan Arsenault, Greta Arutunyan, 
Leon, Gloria & Michael Atayan, Grace Austin, Arthur & Angelika Babajanian,Tatyana Badalyan, Chuck & Lisa Begian, 
Cornelia Biggers, Sonia Cure, Robert & Janet Davidian, Fr. Hovnan & Yn. Anna Demerjian, Hasmig & Jean-Jacques 
Demerjian, Sason & Patricia Demirjian, Rose Derderian, Arthur Danielyan, Rita Dilanian, Leilani Doty, Araxi Dulgeroff, 
Harbig & Mary Garabedian, Martha-Anne Garabedian, Richard & Pauline Gilgan, Adrienne Guendjoian, Teresa Haidarian, 
Berge & Tamar Hajian, Edward & Michelle Kapreilian, Seda & Irene Hakim Karamian, Janet Haydostian, Mary Haydostian, 
Hayley Hovhanessian, Greg & Stephanie Hovsepian, Zvart Jambazian, David & Darwin Jamgochian, Stepon & Loretta 
Jamgochian, Eileen Barsamian Jennings, Richard & Christina Kachadurian, George Kalleshian, Dr. George & Debra 
Kamajian, Sam & Bea Kapreilian, Sergei & Irene Kardashian, Taisia Kasparova, David & Nancy Kazarian, Florence 
Kazanjian, Hannelore Keshishian, Haroutioun, Lucy, Edmond, Sezar & Sarah Keshishian, Mari & Garbis Kesisoglu, 
Richard & Marge Kratlian, Shahe & Lena Kotchounian, Sophia Kugeares, Noubar & Ann Mahdessian, William & Christine 
Martin, Hagop & Mary (Tobe) Mashikian, Mallory Maslar, Richard & Linda Maslar, Robert Maslar, Aram & Carla Megerian, 
Arthur & Virginia Mekjian, Vazken & Maggie Melkisetian, Ida Merakyan, John & Virginia Messerlian, Alice Miller, 
Vasken & Karen Minassian, Robert Mirak, Agop & Victoria Mouradian, Serje & Natella Mouradian, Joseph & Angela 
Nakashian, Bejan & Rebekah Nouri, Mirella Ovanesian, Sima Palakian, Margaret Penerian, Annette Zabelle Ross, Lusine 
Vardanyan & James Rutledge Roesch, Chris & Nicholas Sagherian, Martha Samuelian, Ayda Sarafian, Vahak S. & Elizabeth 
J. Sarkis, Charles & Eva Sarkisian, Leon & Sharon Sarkisian, Paul Sagherian Jr., Tanya Sarafian, Hrach & Thelma Saroyan, 
Chris Sassouni, Noubar & Gisele Semerjian, Stepan & Seta Serpekian, Avedis & Anahid Serpekian, Vicken & Courtney 
Serpekian, Yates & Alexis Shahnasarian-Sayers, Norair & Maro Shaldjian, Elizabeth Shahnasarian, Margaret & Edward 
Shahnasarian, Michael & Jean Shahnasarian, John & Kelly Shamsey, Robert & Christina Shamsey, Daniel & Norma 
Takoushian, Nevere Tavoukdjian, Carnig & Rose Terzian, Charles Vartanian, Tigran Vartazarian & Lucine Melikian, 
Denise Matthieu and Antoine van Veen, Ida Varadian, Carolyn Mekjian Waidley, James & Cathy Wilson, Nazley Wilson, Dr. 
Haig & Louise Yardumian, Maurice & Marina Youakim 
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ST. HAGOP TALENT SHOW ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 28th 

SHARE YOUR TALENT! 

Sunday, October 28, 2018  

 

Whether you are 3, 30, or 103, everyone has a SONG to sing, a STORY or POEM to tell, a DANCE to 

perform, a SKIT to present, or music to play on your woodwind, brass, string or percussion INSTRUMENT.   

Be a part of the ST. HAGOP TALENT SHOW! Your selection can be funny, serious or somewhere in 

between.  It can be on the piano or the kazoo!  Participate on your own or get together with some friends to do 

a group song or dance!   

This event will take place in SHAHNASARIAN HALL during the COFFEE HOUR after church on Sunday, 

October 28, 2018.  Each person/group will have up to three minutes to perform. 

 

Please fill in the Participation Form below and send it to the church office, attention: Yn. Anna Demerjian 

(anna.demerjian@gmail.com) or Louise Yardumian lyardumian@icloud.com by October 1, 2018. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PARTICIPATION FORM 

ST. HAGOP TALENT SHOW  

Name: 

_________________________________________________________Phone:___________________ 

 

Email Address_______________________________________________Category: Youth/Teenager/Adult 

           (circle appropriate category)  

 

Your Talent________________________________________________________Length _______________  

(Dance, sing, recite, etc.)                 (must be less than 3 minutes) 

Name of your selection____________________________________________________________________ 

Equipment needed _______________________________________________________________________ 

(microphone, screen, etc)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:anna.demerjian@gmail.com
mailto:lyardumian@icloud.com
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ARMENIAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL RECAP: April 21-April 22, 2018  

A Wonderful Armenian Heritage Festival!!! 

There are so many people to thank for a marvelous Armenian Heritage Festival! Our leaders: Louise Yardumian 

(chair) Stepan Serpekian (vice-chair) Kitchen crew: Lena Kotchounian, Dr. George Kamajian, Leon & Sharon 

Sarkisian, Lizette Nalbandian, Hasmig Demerjian, Lexy & Yates Sayers, David Eggleston, Shahe, Zohrab and Avedis 

Kotchounian Servers: John and Susan Arsenault , Chris Sassouni, Simone Telfeyan, Maro Shaldjian, Lori Keshishian, Mirella 

Ovanesian, Marcus & Diane Arakelian, Araxi Dulgeroff, Lucine Kotchounian, Artak Apyan Bar: Grace Austin, Haig 

Tachejian Entertainment: Suzy Panoyan ,Tatev Baroyan & Zara Baroyan Grounds: Andy Anusbigian Heritage Room: 

Karen Minassian, Anna Demerjian, Zvart Jambazian, Martha-Anne Garabedian, David & Nancy Kazarian, John Shamsey, 

Robert & Astghik Weitzner, Chris Sagherian Hospitality: Tanya Sarafian, Michael & Jean Shahnasarian, Chrisanne 

Jensen, Robert Maslar, Eileen Jennings Kid’s activities: Debra Kamajian Raffles: Linda Maslar Decorators: Natella 

Mouradian, Greta and Lana Arutyunyan Design: Jack Dikranian Clean Up: Teresa Haidarian, Narek Demerjian. Please 

forgive us if we forgot anyone.  THANK YOU everyone once again! Visit our website photo gallery for all the pictures taken 

by Teresa Haidarian. 

 

 

                                   

 

https://www.facebook.com/louise.yardumian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/sthagoparmenianchurch?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/lena.kotchounian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/leon.sarkisian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/leon.sarkisian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/lizette.kotchouniannalbandian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ysayers?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008029486154&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008029486154&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/pages/John-Arsenault-Mihran/1478571612435272?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/chris.sassouni?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/marcus.v.arakelian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/artak.apyan?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/grace.austin.731?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/suzyseth?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100011047515176&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/zara.baroyan?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/andy.anusbigian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/anna.demerjian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/zvart.jambazian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/marthaanne.garabedian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/jshamz?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/chris.sagherian.5?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/jean.shahnasarian?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/chrisanne.jensen?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/chrisanne.jensen?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/robert.maslar.3?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/teresa.haidarian?fref=mentions
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Office Hours: 9am - 5pm  Monday - Friday 

Worship Hours: Sunday 10:30am – 12:30pm  

Coffee Hour in Shahnasarian Hall – 12:30pm – 1:30pm 

Contact Information  
7020 90th Ave. North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
P: 727-545-0380  
E-mail: info@sthagopfl.org 
www.sthagopfl.org 
 

Newsletter Committee: 
Editor 
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 

Managing Editor 
Chrisanne Jensen 
 
Avedis Newsletter is a publication of St. Hagop Armenian Church in 
Pinellas Park, Florida.  
 

Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the church office. All 
text should be electronic format, preferably Word. Editorial board 
reserves the right to modify or reject any submissions. All material must 
be received no later than the published deadlines below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

It costs over $1,100 to print and send each issue of Avedis. We would like 
to communicate as often as possible with our parishioners. Will you help 
defray some of the costs? Please send your check memo:  Avedis 
Newsletter 1/2 issue ($550); 1/4 issue ($275) or other ($) amount.  
 

The Avedis is grateful to accept business ads, which help us, pay for our 
newsletter and help you reach your customers. Please email the office at 
office@sthagopfl.org if you are interested. Make checks payable to St. 
Hagop Armenian Church.  
 
Rates are per issue:  
$50 for a business card,  
$150 for a half page and $300 for a full page 
  

Issue  Submission 

October/November/December 2018 September 15th 

January/February/March 2019 December 15th 

Parish Council 
 

President 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 
727-545-0380 
fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org 
 

Chairman 
Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 
813-264-9310 
shahnasa@aol.com 
 

Vice Chairperson 
Mallory Maslar 
727-481-3271 
mallorymaslar@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
David Kazarian 
727-507-9222 
david@infuserveamerica.com 
 

Secretary-Recording 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
860-690-0164 
hayhov711@aol.com 
 

 

Members 
 

Louise Yardumian 
727-576-0380 
lyardumian@icloud.com 
 

Andrew Anusbigian 
727-787-8072 
andyanusbigian@yahoo.com 
 

Eileen Barsamian Jennings 
727-343-8776 
eileenian1@hotmail.com 
 

Dr. George Kamajian 
727-595-0780 
pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Grace Austin 
813-294-2531 
grace.austin@raymondjames.com 
 

Organizations 
 

ACYOA Seniors 
Nazley Beducian Wilson 
Nazley.wilson@gmail.com 
 
ACYOA Juniors 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
Hayhov711@aol.com 
 
Sunday School 
Linda Maslar 
SundaySchool@sthagopfl.org  
 
Women's Guild 
Lena Kotchounian 
kotchounian@verizon.net  

 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:office@sthagopfl.org
mailto:fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org
mailto:shahnasa@aol.com
mailto:mallorymaslar@gmail.com
mailto:david@infuserveamerica.com
mailto:hayhov711@aol.com
mailto:lyardumian@icloud.com
mailto:andyanusbigian@yahoo.com
mailto:eileenian1@hotmail.com
mailto:pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:Nazley.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:Hayhov711@
mailto:SundaySchool@sthagopfl.org
mailto:kotchounian@verizon.net
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

July 1st Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

July 4th Office Closed  

July 8th Divine Liturgy – Feast of the Transfiguration/Vardavar 

Fr. Tadeos Abdalian/Guest Celebrant 

10:30 AM 

July 10th Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

July 15th No Divine Liturgy – Father Hovnan Away  

July 17th Events Committee Meeting 6:00 PM 

July 22nd Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

July 29th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

August 5th Divine Liturgy – Hayr Simeon Odabashian/Guest Celebrant 10:30 AM 

August 12th Divine Liturgy-Assumption of Mary/Blessing of Grapes 

Special Blessing of Grapes Fellowship 

10:30 AM 

August 14th Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

August 19th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

August 26th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

September 2nd Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

September 3rd Labor Day/Office Closed  

September 9th Divine Liturgy 
First Day of Sunday School 

10:30 AM 

September 16th Divine Liturgy-Feast of the Exaltation/Sunday School 10:30 AM 

September 21st Armenian Independence Day  

September 23rd Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 10:30 AM 

September 30th Divine Liturgy/Sunday School 10:30 AM 
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St. Hagop Armenian Church 
Parish of the Gulf Coast of Florida      
7020 90th Avenue North, Pinellas Park, Florida 33782        
Phone: 727-545-0380         
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, Pastor 
www.sthagopfl.org 
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