
TWO SIDES TO EVERY COIN 
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory 

in Christ, will himself restore, establish, and strengthen you. -1 Pt 5:10 

Yesterday, I gave a few tours of our church during the Armenian Heritage Festival, and today I will give more. These 

tours are well attended by non-Armenians who are stepping into the church for the first time.  They would also be great 

for Armenians stepping into church for the first time, but that’s another story!  I always get great questions on these 

tours which help me see things in our church in a fresh light, from a different perspective.  One of the questions I got 

yesterday is a common question from Roman Catholics who visit our church, and also happens to be quite relevant to 

today’s epistle reading. 

A young woman, seeing the crosses which adorn every element of our sacred space, on the pews, on the walls, on our 

curtain and of course our khachkar, exclaimed, “What beautiful crosses, can you explain their significance? Do you not 

have a crucifix, a cross with the body of Christ?”  I think a lot of you might know the answer to this question.  Generally 

speaking, the Armenian Cross is a cross of Resurrection, the absence of Christ’s body, the vines and growth all focus on 

the Easter Gift of new life we are granted in Christ. Also generally speaking, the Catholic Crucifix is a cross of suffering 

servanthood, which models how God’s love, true love endures much suffering on the road to resurrection. 

As is often the case, when you put both perspectives together, when you bring Catholics and Armenians together, you 

arrive at a fuller truth. For all Christians believe, as the Apostle Paul put it, “that we are united with (Christ) in a death 

like his, (and) we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his (Ro 6:5).” The key is to put both crosses 

together, the cross of suffering and the cross of resurrection, because you can’t have one without the other.  

It’s like two sides of one coin of the Christian journey.  In fact, it should be like two sides of the same cross.  Imagine this, 

a cross on one side that is a crucifix and on the other that is a budding cross of Resurrection, those are the two sides of 

our Salvation and are to be the two lived realities of our daily Christian life.  If you have trouble imagining this double 

sided cross, look to the sacred vessels of the church to help you. Notice that our chalice has four pictures on it, two of 

the suffering of Christ and two of the Resurrection.  Bring to mind our beautiful new Gospel, which has one side 

engraved with the crucifixion of Christ and one engraved with the glorious resurrection of Christ.  The two sides of the 

cross are likewise to be engraved in our hearts and minds as guides on our journey through this life. 

What would it look like to live out both sides of the cross in daily life? Well, we have over a dozen people on our prayer 

list, most all of which have had a sudden fall, an unexpected cancer diagnosis, or a decline in health.  We have some 

families struggling to make ends meet financially, or are struggling to find peace in their marriage or with their kids.  

Casting our gaze to the Armenian homeland, we have a disenfranchised and disillusioned young generation who have 

taken to the streets to claim ownership of their democracy. 

In times of struggle, small or large, personal and political, we Christians must keep the crucified Christ before us.  

Because there is no way around the struggle and injustice in our lives, the only way is through it.  Even though we can’t 

see the way out of the darkness of illness or discord or injustice, we take up our cross and trusting God to show us the 

way.  Because God is Light, even if this full light is hidden in darkness so that only the sincere seeker finds it. It seems we 

all must go into darkness to see the light, we all must endure the dark side of the cross to experience its other side. 

For when we do take up our cross to follow Christ, we one day find that the cross has turned and the burden has shifted. 

Suddenly our fall into bad health or hard times is not just a falling down, but a falling upward that brings us closer to God 

and closer to others bearing their crosses.  Suddenly Peter’s words in today’s reading ring fully true; And after you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, establish, 

and strengthen you.  May every Armenian and every Catholic learn to abide by our two sided cross, to embrace our own 

dyings as well as our own certain resurrections, just as Jesus did, so that our lives will not be one sided, but full and 

abundant in Him, now and always amen. 


