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PASTOR’S DESK by Father Hovnan Demerjian 

Fear Not! 

But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 

crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. –Matt 28:7 

If you asked people out on the street, or even perhaps within our church, which is the most frequently repeated 

commandment in the Bible, the answers you’d get would probably be in the range of ‘Don’t misbehave’, ‘Don’t tell 

lies’, ‘Always say your prayers’, and perhaps ‘Love God and your neighbor’. But all of them would be wrong. Far 

and away the most frequent commandment in the Bible is what the angel says to the women, and what Jesus then 

repeats: ‘Don’t be afraid’.   Strange isn’t it that the God who is love, must so often repeat, ‘do not be afraid.’  

Of course, they had every reason to be afraid. There was an earthquake and an angel, even the guards were struck 

down with fear.  But I don’t think these super-natural things are what made Mary, or any of us, the most fearful.  

These were just surprises that happened among things, like a car coming out of nowhere and crashing into you. This 

is scary, God forbid that it happen to any of us, but it is not terrifying. 

 

What makes us most afraid about Jesus and Easter, hits a little closer to home and happens to Mary Magdalene as 

she is weeping in front of the empty tomb.  Turning around, she sees a man that she supposes to be the gardener, 

and says to him, if you know where they have taken my Lord’s body, tell me and I will take him.  Jesus says to her; 

“Mary!” at which point she comes to the shocking conclusion that this is not the gardener, it is Jesus himself—alive!  

This is not just a miracle, it is a miracle which knows our names! 

Earthquakes, meteors even aliens coming to earth would be surprising, but what makes us afraid is that Jesus lives 

and he calls us by name.  This is intimidating.  Yes, something new happened on Easter. Yes, the world has never 

been the same since.  But this miracle is not for the world, it is for you and for me.  And that’s why it isn’t strange 

after all, in the Easter season and every day, that the God who is love must always reassure us to not be afraid.  

Because true love is frightening. Bearing the cross of love and trusting only in God to raise us to new life, will turn 

our lives a little upside down and inside out.  God will of course be with us and strengthen us, but He will also 

demand new things of us. But don’t be afraid, He is with us, He loves us.  

At the dawning of the Easter season, I pray that we all let the risen Christ enter deeply into our lives, welcoming 

him as a friend, with trust: he is life! If up until now you have kept him at a distance, step forward. He will receive 

you with open arms. If you have been indifferent, take a risk: you won’t be disappointed. If following him seems 

difficult, don’t be afraid, trust him, be confident that he is close to you, he is with you and he will give you the peace 

you are looking for and the strength to live as he would have you do.  

Christ is Risen from The Dead |Blessed is the Resurrection of Christ! 

Քրիստոս յարեավ ի մեռելոց | Օրհնեալ է  յարութիւնը Քրիստոսի 
Krisdos haryav ee merelotz! | Orhnyal eh harootiunun Krisdosee 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 

While traveling domestically or abroad, I enjoy seeking out Armenian churches and attending Badarak services in 

new places.  Among other things, these experiences reinforce my appreciation of the Armenian diaspora established 

over the millennia, provide a connection to our brethren while away from home, and offer fodder for thought about 

practices St. Hagop could potentially adopt.   

Last month Jean and I were blessed to attend Badarak in Sydney, Australia.  The church, built in 1976, was modest 

and had no church hall.  Fellowship after Badarak was held under tents (it was raining quite hard that Sunday).  The 

Archbishop of Australia and New Zealand happened to be present and he presided; the service was well-attended, 

although there seemed to be an inordinate number of people coming and going during mass.  There were no books 

in the pews enabling the gathering to follow the service, and every word spoken – including the sermon and 

announcements after mass – was in Armenian.  Further, after Badarak, we didn’t hear a single conversation spoken 

in English.  While members of the congregation who evidently knew each other engaged in embraces, convivial 

discourse, and pleasantries, to our surprise, not a soul approached Jean or me.   Our overall Australian Badarak 

experience was positive.  It was reassuring to hear hymns familiar to us, recite the Hayr Mer with other Armenian 

Christians halfway around the world, and worship our Lord among those unknown to us but of the same faith.  The 

take away lesson for me from my Australian experience, however, was a new appreciation for St. Hagop’s church 

culture, including its diversity, inclusiveness, and genuine warmth.    

Speaking for myself, there are times while in church I prefer to be anonymous or alone, while at other times I yearn 

for human interaction.  People have different levels of comfort with the social contact they desire and tolerate, and 

this variance can be further complicated in a place of worship.  A church setting, in my opinion, however, attenuates 

the discomfort one might experience in the secular world, where tacit prohibitions inhibit our instincts to reach out 

to someone, offer a kind word, or extend a gesture of good will.  Contrarily, in a more highly evolved church 

community, parishioners assume ministerial responsibilities that drive them to perform brotherly acts, undergirded 

in faith and sincerity.  I’ll admit to being biased, but will nonetheless contend there are few church communities I 

have visited that offer the welcoming ambiance that permeates St. Hagop.  The words Dorothy spoke in the Wizard 

of Oz, “There’s no place like home” seem apropos.   

It is hard to believe one-quarter of the year has elapsed.  As usual, St. Hagop parishioners have been extraordinarily 

active.  The year began with a beautiful celebration of Armenian Christmas during which Greg Ekizian, a pillar of 

our church family and person without whom our church would not be, as our Godfather of the Waters.  We held 

our annual church assembly in February, and welcomed newly-elected Grace Austin to the parish council.  Please 

thank Jack Dikranian for his exceptional service as he rotates off the council and will continue to serve our beloved 

church on the altar, through his graphic arts talents, and participation in planning and organizing our cultural events.      

Poon Paregentan, the celebration of our entry to Great Lent, featured a yalanchi competition Ani Kalleshian won.  

Frankly, I think all who shared their food and those who had the good fortune to partake were also winners!  

Thanks to Alysia Ekizian and Carla Megerian for organizing and hosting the event, and for generating proceeds for 

our Women’s Guild. Upcoming church events include our Armenian Heritage Festival on April 21 and 22.  Much 

work has already been done.  We still have sponsorship opportunities available and need volunteers to participate in 

activities ranging from food preparation to promotions, and providing hands-on assistance during the event days.  

Please contact Louise Yardumian, our self-less Chairperson, if you can help.  

Fr. Hovnan’s Lenten sermon series has focused on lament in biblical and Armenian Church tradition.  These 

sermons – published on St. Hagop’s web site, in the event you are unable to attend Badarak – provide insight and 

awareness certain to enhance your understanding and appreciation of Great Lent.   
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A heartfelt thank you to all who continue to support St. Hagop’s conversion from a dues membership system to a 

pledge system.  The faith-based genesis of this conversion, along with the environment of trust and inclusiveness 

Der Hovnan has inspired, we believe, has been instrumental in making our efforts successful.  Beginning as a pilot 

test, the Diocese has been examining how the model St. Hagop implemented could be expanded to other churches.   

As our Great Lent season comes to an end with the glorious Easter celebration of our Lord’s resurrection, I pray 

you will reflect on your rebirth and participation as a member of your St. Hagop church family.   Like many other 

things in life, the more you commit to wise investments, the greater your dividends.  May the spirit of our Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you during this holy season and hereafter. 

 

Michael Shahnasarian 

Chairman 

 

SHANASARIAN HALL REPORT by Chrisanne Jensen/Administrative Assistant 

2018 is off to a great start!  To date, we have 36 events booked in Shahnasarian Hall for 2018 and 10 events booked 

for 2019! Word is getting out that we have a beautiful banquet hall with so many features available.  Our big upgrade 

is a permanent white pipe & drape curtain added to the back of the pavilion to block the view of the houses behind 

it.  We are getting rave reviews from our upcoming clients and future prospects.   

We held a bridal expo on Tuesday, February 27th with 25 companies participating in the event.  The hall looked 

beautiful and the vendors were pleased with the chance to network and learn about our hall.  We also earned the 2018 

Wedding Wire Couples’ Choice award for recent 5-star reviews.   
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Sunday School Report  

A lot of exciting things have been happening in our 

Sunday School program this year!  The Sunday 

School room has been remodeled and nicely 

decorated, thanks to Linda Maslar for her 

leadership.  Andy Anusbigian was so kind to donate 

a laptop and tablets so that teachers and students 

can use them for class.  Attendance each week has 

been growing and we love all the familiar faces we 

are seeing each week.  The baking class on February 

25th with Linda Maslar a big hit with everyone 

learning how to make Armenian cracker bread.  Our 

wonderful Sunday School teachers are all looking 

forward to a great 2018 with lots of special surprises 

in store. Please contact co-superintendents Linda 

Maslar & Yn. Anna Demerjian with any questions. 

Women’s Guild Report  

Women’s Guild has elected new officers for the year.  

Chair – Lena Kotchounian Vice Chair – Natella Mouradian Treasurer – Lana Arutuynan Corresponding Secretary – 

Martha Samuelian Recording Secretary – Karen Minassian Liason to Parish Council – Eileen Barsamian-Jennings 

Public Relations – Teresa Haidarian 

Every Sunday, our Women’s Guild provides us with a bountiful feast for coffee hour. We are happy to make the 

coffee hour at St. Hagop a pleasurable time to meet with friends that you haven’t seen all week. Lena and her team 

show up on select Saturdays to bake choereg and Lena is there again on Sunday with Lana to serve the dishes and to 

make the coffee. We are a little scarce on kitchen help these days. Most of our guild members are over 70 years of 

age and some over 80 years old and we want these women to enjoy sitting at the tables and enjoying the time after 

Badarak with each other and their friends. To allow for that we are requesting help from the congregation. We need 

additional help in the kitchen from women or men from outside the women’s guild. Will you commit to at least one 

Sunday a month in the kitchen helping to place the baked goods, pastries, cheeses and fruit in bowls and on plate 

and prepare the coffee? All food is provided and you won’t be alone in the kitchen. One of our members will be in 

the kitchen to help you. One Sunday a month would be a big help! See Lena to choose a Sunday. 

Our coffee pot is in need of replacement and we would like to replace it with a commercial coffee pot. We estimate 

that it will cost $250 for a model that will meet our needs. If someone is interested in donating the money for the 

commercial coffee pot please see Lena. 

Our big project to date is preparing for and assisting for the Heritage Festival later in April. We hope to see 

everyone there! 

Teresa Haidarian – Public Relations/Women’s Guild 
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Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment to St. Hagop!  Those who have 

submitted a pledge to support St. Hagop during 2018 are identified below. 

 

 

2018 Stewardship Pledge Update as of 3/23/2018 

So far we have been blessed with 99 pledges totaling $153,596 for 2018! Our goal is for all to participate regardless of 

amount! We invite you to mail in your pledge card or make an online pledge for 2018. 

 

 

  

 
George & Joan Agnacian, Gloria Alvandian, Karen Anjoorian, Artak Apyan, John & Susan Arsenault, Greta 
Arutunyan, Leon, Gloria & Michael Atayan, Grace Austin, Arthur & Angelika Babajanian,Tatyana Badalyan, Chuck 
& Lisa Begian, Cornelia Biggers, Sonia Cure, Fr. Hovnan & Yn. Anna Demerjian, Hasmig & Jean-Jacques 
Demerjian, Sason & Patricia Demirjian, Rose Derderian, Arthur Danielyan, Rita Dilanian, Leilani Doty, Araxi 
Dulgeroff, Harbig & Mary Garabedian, Martha-Anne Garabedian, Richard & Pauline Gilgan, Adrienne Guendjoian, 
Teresa Haidarian, Berge & Tamar Hajian, Seda & Irene Hakim Karamian, Janet Haydostian, Mary Haydostian, 
Hayley Hovhanessian, Greg & Stephanie Hovsepian, Zvart Jambazian, David & Darwin Jamgochian, Stepon & 
Loretta Jamgochian, Eileen Barsamian Jennings, Richard & Christina Kachadurian, George Kalleshian, Dr. George 
& Debra Kamajian, Sam & Bea Kapreilian, Sergei & Irene Kardashian, Taisia Kasparova, David & Nancy Kazarian, 
Florence Kazanjian, Hannelore Keshishian, Mari & Garbis Kesisoglu, Richard & Marge Kratlian, Shahe & Lena 
Kotchounian, Sophia Kugeares, Noubar & Ann Mahdessian, Hagop & Mary (Tobe) Mashikian, Mallory Maslar, 
Richard & Linda Maslar, Robert Maslar, Aram & Carla Megerian, Vazken & Maggie Melkisetian, Ida Merakyan, 
John & Virginia Messerlian, Alice Miller, Vasken & Karen Minassian, Robert Mirak, Agop & Victoria Mouradian, 
Serje & Natella Mouradian, Joseph & Angela Nakashian, Bejan & Rebekah Nouri, Mirella Ovanesian, Sima 
Palakian, Margaret Penerian, Annette Zabelle Ross, Lusine Vardanyan & James Rutledge Roesch, Chris & Nicholas 
Sagherian, Martha Samuelian, Ayda Sarafian, Vahak S. & Elizabeth J. Sarkis, Charles & Eva Sarkisian, Leon & 
Sharon Sarkisian, Hrach & Thelma Saroyan, Chris Sassouni, Noubar & Gisele Semerjian, Yates Sayers & Alexis 
Shahnasarian-Sayers, Norair & Maro Shaldjian, Stepan & Seta Serpekian, Vicken & Courtney Serpekian, Elizabeth 
Shahnasarian, Margaret & Edward Shahnasarian, Michael & Jean Shahnasarian, John & Kelly Shamsey, Robert & 
Christina Shamsey, Daniel & Norma Takoushian, Nevere Tavoukdjian, Charles Vartanian, Tigran Vartazarian & 
Lucine Melikian, Denise Matthieu and Antoine van Veen, Ida Varadian, Carolyn Mekjian Waidley, James & Cathy 
Wilson, Nazley Wilson, Dr. Haig & Louise Yardumian 
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ST. HAGOP EVENTS 

 

Photo 1-Sunday School kids enjoy a bowling/pizza party on Jan 21st 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2-Yalanchi Cook-Off winners from Feb. 11th 

  

 

Photo 3- Annual Parish Assembly held on Feb. 18th 
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Save the Date-Armenian Heritage Festival-Saturday April 21 & Sunday April 22, 2018  

St. Hagop's 2018 Festival titled "OUR ARMENIAN HERITAGE" will take place the weekend of April 21-22. 
Please mark your calendars and tell your friends to save the dates to come and learn about our Armenian history, 
culture, food and more. We need YOUR help to prepare for the festivities and work together that weekend to make 
this a great success.  

On the festival weekend, we need YOU to come and help sell food items, cook, sell raffle items, man the children's 
activities, entertain, and man the stations to make this a St. Hagop success. WE NEED YOUR HELP AND 
EXPERTISE! THIS IS A COMMUNITY PROJECT!  Volunteer now!  

Contact Louise (lyardumian@icloud.com) or Stepan (sserpe9181@aol.com) to volunteer or for more information! 
Thank you for your participation in our 2018 Festival, "OUR ARMENIAN HERITAGE."   

 

ARMENIAN HERITAGE FESTIVAL HERITAGE ROOM 

We are looking for beautiful, historic, interesting items you would like us to display at the ARMENIAN 

HERITAGE FESTIVAL, on Saturday, April 21 & 22.   They will be artfully displayed in the conference room, in 

Shahnasarian Hall.  We are looking for items such as:  Armenian musical instruments, + old family pictures, + rugs, 

+ Armenian alphabet items, + needlework, + old clothes, + religious articles, + posters, + kitchen utensils used in 

making a special food, + lace work.  Contact Karen Minassian at: karen@homeserviceinteriors.com. Items should 

be brought to the church no later than April 17.  Thank you!  

                                   

mailto:lyardumian@icloud.com
mailto:sserpe9181@aol.com
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Office Hours:  Monday – Friday 9am-5pm  

Worship Hours: Sunday 10:30am 

Contact Information  
7020 90th Ave. North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
P: 727-545-0380 
E-mail: info@sthagopfl.org 
www.sthagopfl.org 
 

Newsletter Committee: 
Editor 
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 

Managing Editor 
Chrisanne Jensen 
 
Contributors to this Issue 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian and Michael Shahnasarian. 

Avedis Newsletter is a publication of St. Hagop Armenian Church in 
Pinellas Park, Florida.  
 

Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the church office. All 
text should be electronic format, preferably Word. Editorial board 
reserves the right to modify or reject any submissions. All material must 
be received no later than the published deadlines below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

It costs over $1,100 to print and send each issue of Avedis. We would like 
to communicate as often as possible with our parishioners. Will you help 
defray some of the costs? Please send your check memo:  Avedis 
Newsletter 1/2 issue ($550); 1/4 issue ($275) or other ($) amount.  
 

The Avedis is grateful to accept business ads, which help us, pay for our 
newsletter and help you reach your customers. Please email the office at 
office@sthagopfl.org if you are interested. Make checks payable to St. 
Hagop Armenian Church.  
 
Rates are per issue:  
$50 for a business card,  
$150 for a half page and $300 for a full page 
  

Issue  Submission 

July/August/ September 2018 June 15th 

October/November/December 2018 September 15th 

Parish Council 
 

President 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 
727-545-0380 
fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org 
 

Chairman 
Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 
813-264-9310 
shahnasa@aol.com 
 

Vice Chairperson 
Mallory Maslar 
727-481-3271 
mallorymaslar@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
David Kazarian 
727-507-9222 
david@infuserveamerica.com 
 

Secretary-Recording 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
860-690-0164 
hayhov711@aol.com 
 

Members 
 

Louise Yardumian 
727-576-0380 
lyardumian@icloud.com 
 

Andrew Anusbigian 
727-787-8072 
andyanusbigian@yahoo.com 
 

Eileen Barsamian Jennings 
727-343-8776 
eileenian1@hotmail.com 
 

Dr. George Kamajian 
727-595-0780 
pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Grace Austin 
813-294-2531 
austin.l.grace@gmail.com 
 

Organizations 
 

ACYOA Seniors 
Nazley Beducian Wilson 
Nazley.wilson@gmail.com 
 
ACYOA Juniors 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
Hayhov711@aol.com 
 
Sunday School 
Linda Maslar 
StHagopSundaySchool@gmail.com 
 
Women's Guild 
Lena Kotchounian 
kotchounian@verizon.net  

 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:office@sthagopfl.org
mailto:fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org
mailto:shahnasa@aol.com
mailto:mallorymaslar@gmail.com
mailto:david@infuserveamerica.com
mailto:hayhov711@aol.com
mailto:lyardumian@icloud.com
mailto:andyanusbigian@yahoo.com
mailto:eileenian1@hotmail.com
mailto:pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:Nazley.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:Hayhov711@
mailto:StHagopSundaySchool@
mailto:kotchounian@verizon.net
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

**Divine Liturgy & fellowship take place every Sunday from 10:30-12:30 unless noted below** 
 

April 1st Easter Sunday Service 10:30 AM 

April 10th Parish Council Meeting 7:00 PM 

April 21st Armenian Heritage Festival 12PM – 7PM 

April 22nd Armenian Heritage Festival 12PM – 4PM 

April 24th Film presented in Hall – “They Shall Not Perish” – 103rd 
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 

7:00 PM 

April 29th Divine Liturgy and Sunday School 10:30 AM 

May 6th No Divine Liturgy & Sunday School at St. Hagop 
(All clergy in NY for St. Vartan Cathedral 50th anniv. Badarak with H.H. Karekin II presiding) 

May 8th Parish Council Meeting 7:00 PM 

May 13th Divine Liturgy and Sunday School 
Mother’s Day Brunch 

10:30 AM 

 

 
 

 

May 20th Divine Liturgy 
Last Day of Sunday School 

10:30 AM 

 

 

May 27th Divine Liturgy  10:30 AM 

June 3rd Divine Liturgy  10:30 AM 

June 10th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

June 12th Parish Council Meeting 7:00 PM 

June 17th Divine Liturgy 
Father’s Day Celebration 

10:30 AM 

June 24th Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

 
 

“They Shall Not Perish” Film Screening-Tues. April 24th at 7:00 pm—Shahnasarian Hall  

 

Join us to view They Shall Not Perish, the story of the men and women who worked to save the Armenian people and other 

minorities in the wake of the genocide perpetrated by the Ottoman government in Turkey. The film is one hour long. 
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St. Hagop Armenian Church 
Parish of the Gulf Coast of Florida      
7020 90th Avenue North, Pinellas Park, Florida 33782        
Office Phone: 727-545-0380         
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, Pastor 
www.sthagopfl.org 
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