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PASTOR’S DESK by Father Hovnan Demerjian 

 
Pastors Desk: Circling the Sheep 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, 

and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of my hand. Jn 10:27-28 

My brother’s family got a new dog this summer; a rescue dog so they don’t know what kind he is.  But they have hints 

from his behavior. Whenever my nephews walk, the dog circles around foot and when they run, he nips and cuts them 

off.  This dog definitely has some border-collie, sheep herding instincts!  These instincts have been trained into border 

collies for centuries by shepherds, whose sheep are highly vulnerable to wild animals when alone, but safe if they stay in a 

tightly knit group. In the above Gospel passage Jesus, our Good Shepherd, seems to say the same thing about us, that we 

too are highly vulnerable when alone, but have power and protection when united in Him. 

On the joyous occasion of the 10th anniversary of the consecration of St. Hagop Armenian Church, we are powerfully 

reminded how Christ the Good Shepherd has protected and united our faithful-for centuries unto this very day.   

For how many times in Armenian history were regular people, just like you and I, attacked and scattered from their 

homes and livelihoods by foreign invaders?  How many times in recent years has the existence of small church 

communities like St. Hagop been threatened-from without and from within-by insecurity, indifference, infighting? The 

answer to both questions is; countless times. 

And yet, wherever they were scattered, and however little they had, the first thing our predecessors did was the same 

thing that we did here at St. Hagop-to build an altar and offer thanks to the Lord.  This act of building and consecrating 

our church has acknowledged and confirmed two essential things. First it gives due thanks that Christ the Good 

Shepherd has delivered us from the persecutions of our past, and helps protect us from the present persecution of our 

sins. And second, like that border-collie circling around our feet, the church draws a circle around God’s flock and keeps 

us together. A child of God all alone is highly vulnerable, but as part of a larger body of believers in Christ, we have 

safety and accountability. 

As part of God’s flock, encircled under the dome of St. Hagop for these 10 years, we are of course called to continue and 

deepen our fellowship with our Good Shepherd and our brothers and sisters of this flock.  The first step in doing so, as 

individuals and a community, is to take to heart the words of our Good Shepherd; “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 

them, and they follow me; and I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and no one shall snatch them out of 

my hand.”  The first step, which is a daily, hourly step, is to put God first in everything we do; casting aside our fears and 

insecurities and trusting in our Good Shepherd to provide for and protect us. 

The second step, which is a daily step, is to become more and more aware of who Christ has brought together in our 

flock, here at St. Hagop, and to offer our care and protection to whoever is faltering, whoever is off on their own.  Be it 

a parishioner who is struggling and needs a call, a local neighbor in need who has dropped by the church, or a 

countryman in Armenia or Syria; we are called to care for each other as Christ cares for us.  

In this way, with Christ as our Shepherd and fellow believers around us, we find safety in the flock.  We give thanks on 

the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the Consecration of St. Hagop Armenian Church that Christ has bound us 

together in his love; and that as part of God’s flock, we are protected by Him and by each other; so that we will never 

perish, now and always; amen.  
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 

From time-to-time, while reflecting on our church’s progress, needs, and evolution in our Armenian Christian ministry, I find it 

helpful to refer to a touchstone your parish council developed during its September 2015 retreat.  Namely, a mission statement to 

guide our conjoint efforts: 

To continuously evolve as the bedrock of the Tampa Bay Armenian Christian community, perpetuating our Armenian Christian religion and heritage. 

On behalf of your parish council, my report addresses three significant initiatives St. Hagop has undertaken since the last Avedis: 

finalizing details related to the Eastern Diocesan convention St. Hagop hosted in May; the celebration anniversary of Fr. Hovnan’s 

10-year ordination; and, a primer on our upcoming 2018 stewardship campaign, with an update on our progress during our inaugural 

conversion from a dues membership system to a pledge system.   

While reviewing this report, I invite you to reflect on how our ongoing efforts comport with the mission statement your parish 

council derived for St. Hagop.   

Diocesan Assembly Follow-up 

I reported in the June 2017 Avedis on the success of the 115th Eastern Diocesan Assembly St. Hagop hosted.  The nearly 3-year 

effort Stepan Serpekian shepherded produced intangible, tangible, and divine outcomes, reinforcing and deepening our Armenian 

Christian communal and spiritual bonds.  Our bills now paid and accounting completed, we offer this postlude on the Assembly, 

inclusive of “bottom-line” financial details.   

You may recall in 2015 St. Hagop negotiated with the Diocese an 8-year schedule to repay a $200,000 church construction loan.  

The terms also included your church committing one-half of Assembly profits to repay its debt; accordingly, honoring this 

commitment, after expenses, St. Hagop paid the Diocese $28,663.33 from its 2017 Diocesan Assembly profits.  

Since we negotiated our repayment plan and prior to the Assembly, St. Hagop made payments of $42,500.  With the latest payment 

from Diocesan Assembly proceeds, your church has repaid $71,163.33 during the past 2 years, and has an outstanding balance of 

$127,884.67 to pay by 2023.  With God’s help and the commitment of many parishioners, our young, growing church has 

established a thriving parish in Southwest Florida – one that has proved its capacity to sustain itself and do good works pleasing to 

His will.   

Also, from Assembly profits, St. Hagop donated $2,866.33 to the Fund for Armenian Relief (FAR).  The Eastern Diocese 

established FAR in 1988, after the devastating earthquake in Gyumri; the organization has since expanded its scope to a multitude of 

humanitarian projects.  St. Hagop’s leadership pledged, before the Assembly, to commit 10% of event profits after expenses to FAR 

in support of its essential ministries.   

Finally, after paying all bills and making the aforementioned payments to the Diocese and FAR, St. Hagop realized a net profit of 

$25,797.00!   These monies will be applied to needed maintenance of our church property, increased operating expenses inclusive of 

our new church hall and efforts to make it a profit center, and our continued commitment to deserving ministries.   

Again, to all who supported St. Hagop in hosting the Assembly, bravo!  This was a tremendous fete – especially for a young parish, 

and your selfless, concerted efforts underscore our parishioners’ commitment to Christ’s calling to service. 

Fr. Hovnan’s 10-Year Ordination Anniversary Celebration 

St. Hagop faithful celebrated the 10-year anniversary of the ordination of their beloved Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, the church’s only 

pastor since its construction in 2007, on August 13th.   His Eminence Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Eastern Diocese of the 

Armenian Church, participated in the festivities, which included a Blessing of the Grapes ceremony conducted on the Feast of the 

Assumption of the Holy Mother of God.  

Fr. Hovnan’s parents, Ken and Karen Demerjian, also attended as did, of course, Yn Anna, and their children, Narek and Nora.  
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Our Surpazan’s presence and inspiring words made the occasion particularly monumental, enjoining our church with our Diocesan 

family and, by extension, the Armenian diaspora.  

An afternoon luncheon and program followed the liturgical proceedings.  Our Women’s Guild, led by Lena Kotchounian, prepared 

a delicious steak dinner with many Armenian trimmings we enjoyed. 

After lunch, Jean Shahnasarian emceed presentations during which speakers Aram Megarian, Greg Ekizian, Louise Yardumian, 

Shahe Kotchounian, and George Kamajian - through a combination of heartfelt, endearing reminisces and doses of spirited humor – 

provided a historical context on how St. Hagop developed and prospered under Der Hayr’s leadership.   

Our special pastor, a God-sent gift, has enabled our Armenian Christian community to coalesce and grow into a church family.  

Now in his second decade of priesthood, we pray God will continue to empower Der Hovnan with the infectious faith he infuses in 

us.  Truly, the anniversary celebration of Fr. Hovnan’s 10-year ordination was a celebration of all St. Hagop parishioners and friends 

touched by this amazing cleric’s ministry. 

Stewardship Update 

As you well know, St. Hagop supplanted its dues membership system with a stewardship system on January 1, 2017, and we are 

completing our first full year operating solely under this system.  Under the stewardship system, parishioners prayerfully pledge from 

their hearts a gift in synch with their means and are not imposed a due to become a church member.   

Our Diocesan brethren have become increasingly interested in St. Hagop’s efforts and progress, which, by all metrics – including 

numbers of parishioners participating, and amounts pledged and collected - has been a success.  For instance, in 2016, the last year 

of our dues membership system, St. Hagop’s combined membership dues and collection plate totaled $142,626 (membership dues of 

$15,740 and plate offerings of $126,886).  In 2017, without dues, and a pledge system in place, through August 31st collections have 

been $134,738, or $202,107, annualized.  This represents a projected increase of 42%.  Additional monies from other sources (e.g., 

Diocesan Convention, church hall rental, church events) are excluded from these calculations. 

St. Hagop’s journey through this transition has been undergirded by our belief that Christian-inspired giving should emanate from 

one’s heart and faith.  Our parishioners, again, rose to the occasion in supporting this transition and its underlying rationale. 

With the Fall season upon us and 2018 fast approaching, we are planning events for our 2018 stewardship campaign, including the 

following: 

 September 24 – Introduction to the 2018 Stewardship Campaign 

 October 8 - Stewardship Sermon 1 

 October 22 – Testimonial 1 

 November 5 – Testimonial 2 

 November 16 – 2018 Pledge Cards Sent 

 November 19 – Stewardship Sermon 2 

 November 26 – Pledge Sunday 

 December 22 – Final Statement for 2017 Pledges Mailed 

As you prayerfully complete your pledge for 2017 and contemplate your 2018 stewardship, we invite you to reflect on Matthew 6:21, 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Our efforts to fulfill St. Hagop’s aforementioned mission statement are ongoing and 

depend greatly on you.   

I wish you God’s peace and thank you for choosing to belong to our St. Hagop church family. 

Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 

Parish Council Chairman 
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WOMEN’S GUILD REPORT submitted by Teresa Haidarian, Recording Secretary 

All is well with the Women's Guild! We look forward to providing more baked goods for sale this fall. Let Lena know 

what you'd like to see on the menu and she will have the kitchen crew in on a Saturday and bake it!  
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September 15, 2017 
 
Dear St. Hagop Parishioner, 
 
St. Hagop supplanted its dues membership system with a stewardship system on January 1, 2017, and we 
are completing our first full year operating solely under this system.  Under the stewardship system, 
parishioners prayerfully pledge from their hearts a gift in synch with their means and are not imposed a due 
to become a church member. 
 
St. Hagop’s journey through this transition has been undergirded by our belief that Christian-inspired giving 
should emanate from one’s heart and faith.  Our parishioners, again, rose to the occasion in supporting this 
transition and its underlying rationale.  With the Fall season upon us and 2018 fast approaching, we are 
planning events for our 2018 stewardship campaign.  Pledge Sunday is November 26, 2017. 

As you prayerfully complete your pledge for 2017 and contemplate your 2018 stewardship, we invite you to 
reflect on Matthew 6:21, For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Our efforts to fulfill St. 
Hagop’s aforementioned mission statement are ongoing and depend greatly on you. 
 
Of course, feel free to direct any questions to us.  We thank you for your ongoing support and commitment 
to our Lord’s work, and for enabling us to pursue our church’s vision statement: To continuously evolve as 
the bedrock of the Tampa Bay Armenian Christian community, perpetuating our Armenian Christian religion 
and heritage.     
 
In Faith, 
 
Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D.    Der Hovnan Demerjian  
Stewardship Chairman     Pastor, St. Hagop Armenian Church 
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THANKS TO THESE ADVERTISERS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE AVEDIS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AVEDIS ԱՒԵՏԻՍ 

 

8 

ST. HAGOP EVENTS 

Fr. Hovnan’s 10th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood 
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10th Anniversary of the Consecration of St. Hagop Armenian Church 

Dinner & Dance 
$75/Adult (18+) 
$50/Ages 13-17 

Children 12 & Under Free 
Buy Tickets Online at www.sthagopfl.org 

 

10th Anniversary Commemorative Booklet Donor Opportunities 
Back Cover Inside $750 
Front Cover Inside $500 

Full page (Design) 4 x 8 $200 
Half Page 4x4 $100 

Business Card 4 x 2.5 $50 
Name & Message $20 

Donate online at www.sthagopfl.org 
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Parish Council 
 

President 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 
727-545-0380 
fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org 
 

Chairman 
Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 
727-394-1503 
shahnasa@aol.com 
 

Vice Chairperson 
Mallory Maslar 
727-481-3271 
mallorymaslar@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
David Kazarian 
727-507-9222 
david@infuserveamerica.com 
 

Secretary-Recording 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
860-690-0164 
hayhov711@aol.com 
 

Members 
 

Louise Yardumian 
727-576-0380 
lyardumian@icloud.com 
 

Andrew Anusbigian 
727-787-8072 
andyanusbigian@yahoo.com 
 

Eileen Barsamian Jennings 
727-343-8776 
eileenian1@hotmail.com 
 

Dr. George Kamajian 
727-595-0780 
pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com 
 

Jack Dikranian 
813-924-0715 
jdikranian@gmail.com 
 

 
Organizations 
 

ACYOA Seniors 
Nazley Beducian Wilson 
Nazley.wilson@gmail.com 
 
ACYOA Juniors 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
Hayhov711@aol.com 
 
Sunday School 
Linda Maslar & Yn. Anna Demerjian 
SundaySchool@sthagopfl.org 
 
Women's Guild 
Lena Kotchounian 
kotchounian@verizon.net 
 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 9 am-5 pm  

Worship Hours: Sunday 10:30am 

Contact Information  
St. Hagop Armenian Church  
7020 90th Ave. North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
P: 727-545-0380  
E-mail: info@sthagopfl.org 
www.sthagopfl.org 
 

Newsletter Committee: 
Editor 
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 

Managing Editor 
Becky Beall 
 
Contributors to this Issue 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, Michael Shahnasarian, and Teresa 

Haidarian. 

Avedis Newsletter is a publication of St. Hagop Church in Pinellas 
Park, Florida.  
 

Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the church office. 
All text should be electronic format, preferably Word. Editorial board 
reserves the right to modify or reject any submissions. All material 
must be received no later than the published deadlines below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

It costs over $1,100 to print and send each issue of Avedis. We 
would like to communicate as often as possible with our parishioners. 
Will you help defray some of the costs? Please send your check 
memo:  Avedis Newsletter 1/2 issue ($550); 1/4 issue ($275) or other 
($) amount.  
 

The Avedis is grateful to accept business ads, which help us, pay for 
our newsletter and help you reach your customers. Please email the 
office at office@sthagopfl.org if you are interested. Make checks 
payable to St. Hagop Armenian Church.  
 
Rates are per issue:  
$50 for a business card,  
$150 for a half page and $300 for a full page 
  

Issue  Submission 

January/February/March 2018 December 15th 

April/May/June 2018 March 15th 

mailto:fr.hovnan@sthagopfl.org
mailto:shahnasa@aol.com
mailto:mallorymaslar@gmail.com
mailto:david@infuserveamerica.com
mailto:hayhov711@aol.com
mailto:lyardumian@icloud.com
mailto:andyanusbigian@yahoo.com
mailto:eileenian1@hotmail.com
mailto:pilafporeeg@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jdikranian@gmail.com
mailto:Nazley.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:Hayhov711@
mailto:SundaySchool@sthagopfl.org
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mailto:office@sthagopfl.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

**Divine Liturgy & fellowship take place every Sunday from 10:30-12:30 unless noted below 
 

Sun. Oct. 1 Divine  Liturgy- Feast of the Holy Cross of Varak 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM  

Sun Oct. 8 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM  

Tues. Oct. 10 Parish Council Meeting  6:00 PM 

Sun. Oct. 15 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM  

 Sat. Oct. 21 Consecration of St. Hagop 10th Anniversary Dinner & Dance  7 PM – 1 AM 

Sun. Oct. 22 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 
Stewardship Testimonial #1 

10:30 AM  

12:15 PM 

Sun. Oct. 29 Divine Liturgy-Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM 

Fri. Nov. 4 Tatev & Zara Baroyan Concert  6:30 PM 

Sun. Nov. 5 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 
Stewardship Testimonial #2 

10:30 AM 

 
12:15 PM 

Sun. Nov. 12 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM 

Tues. Nov. 14 Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun Nov. 19 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM 

Nov. 23 -24 Office Closed- Thanksgiving  

Sun Nov. 26 Divine Liturgy-First Sunday of Advent 
Sunday School 
Stewardship Pledge Sunday 
 

10:30 AM 
 

Sun Dec. 3 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM  

Sun Dec. 10 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 

10:30 AM 

Thur Dec. 12 Parish Council Meeting 6:00 PM 

Sun Dec. 17 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 
 

10:30 AM 

Sun Dec. 24 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School Musical Performance 

10:30 AM 

Sun. Dec. 31 Divine Liturgy                                                                     
Sunday School 
New Year’s Eve Dance-Shahnasarian Hall 
 

10:30 AM  

8PM-12AM 

Fri. Jan. 5 Eve of Theophany (Jrakalooyts) Badarak 6:30 PM 

Sun. Jan. 7 Divine Liturgy 
Sunday School 
Blessing of Waters (Theophany Observed) 
 

10:30 AM 
 
12:00 PM 

 
 

Please note that by canon law of the Armenian Church, no Requiem Services may be held on the following major feast days of 
the church; Christmas, Palm Sunday/Easter, Pentecost, Transfiguration & Exaltation of the Cross) 
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St. Hagop Armenian Church 
Parish of the Gulf Coast of Florida      
7020 90th Avenue North, Pinellas Park, Florida 33782        
727-545-0380        
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, Pastor 
www.sthagopfl.org 
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