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PASTOR’S DESK by Father Hovnan Demerjian 

 

Pastor’s Desk: The Wind Which Moves Us 

 

In the Armenian Church calendar, early summer is the season of Pentecost, where we celebrate the coming of the 

presence of God in a new form, that of the Holy Spirit. The word ‘Spirit’ in Hebrew means ‘breath’ or ‘wind,’ so that the 

Holy Spirit could literally be called the Wind or Breath of God. It was this wind of God that disrupted, empowered and 

transformed the Apostles on the first day of Pentecost when suddenly the room they lingered in was filled with the 

sound of a mighty rushing wind, the presence of Jesus’ promised Holy Spirit (Acts 2:2). 

The wind is one of the most powerful forces on the face of the earth and this comparison with the Holy Spirit working 

in the believer is not by accident.  When we look at what the wind can do in nature, this gives us some idea of what God 

did with his Apostles, and what He can do with us, by His Holy Wind, His Holy Spirit.  
  

First, the wind is a transforming force.  Though invisible and very hard to measure, the constant blowing of the wind 

can, over time, transform the hardest and most massive surfaces; moving massive sand dunes and sheering off mountain 

tops. You and I are not so massive in weight, but we are equally hard to move and hard to change.  Though we don’t like 

to change, we are all still a long way from where God wants us to be spiritually. God is constantly working on us. If we 

let Him, God can form and transform us to become better than we can imagine. The Holy Spirit, like the wind, 

transforms. 
 

The wind is also a power generating force. Windmills have been used for thousands of years to grind grain and pump 

water for irrigation. More recently, windmill farms have been built to generate electricity.  In like manner, the "Wind of 

God" blowing in our life empowers us in our Christian walk and service. Mature Christians learn to discern, with much 

trial and error, between energy that the world gives us, and that which God gives us.  The world is driven by power, 

wealth and control, and so are our egos.  The spirit’s power is invisible and is not in our grasp.  It is a power beyond our 

knowing and control, which we must only learn to align ourselves to. As Charles Spurgeon said, “Without the Spirit of 

God, we can do nothing. We are as ships without the wind, branches without sap, and like coals without fire.” The Holy 

Spirit—like the wind—is invisible and ungraspable, but is the greatest of all powers.  

Finally, the wind is a penetrating and destructive force. Most of us have experienced, or at least seen images of, the vast 

devastation hurricanes and tornados can leave behind.  Though it may be surprising or threatening to us, the Holy Spirit 

also has this destructive potential, which nonetheless may be the will of God.  For there are times when we need the 

Holy Spirit to move in our life like a warm, gentle, summer breeze and there are other times when we need the "Wind of 

God" to blow with destructive force and demolish every strong hold, every wall, every obstacle the enemy has around 

us.  The Holy Spirit, like the wind, has the power to destroy, but this is at once the power to remove obstacles, to purge 

us of layer after layer of that which gets in the way of communing with God.  
  

In this Pentecost season, let us remember that the Holy Spirit, the Wind of God is blowing invisibly in and around your 

life and my life today. That mysterious power that brooded over the face of the waters in the beginning, is in you, is near 

you, is under you, is over you, is around you, is above you.  It is a great power for us, but it is not from us. The power of 

the Holy Spirit, which is the power of the church, is not about you making yourself a better you. It is allowing God to do 

the remaking. It is God's Spirit, not ours, that inflates our sails, that transforms us and gives new birth, that demolishes 

every obstacle the enemy has before us, now and always; amen. 

--This reflection was inspired by Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan’s meditation; “The Life Changing Wind” 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT by Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 

 

Transitioning From a Dues Membership System to a Pledge Membership System 

 

Membership in St Hagop Armenian Church 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, in this epistle I speak to you about a weighty endeavor your parish council undertook 4 years 

ago: redefining St. Hagop Armenian Church membership and, by extension, the implications for stewardship - in particular, at 

St. Hagop.     

Those an Armenian priest baptizes – regardless of their ethnicity – are members of the Armenian Church.  Like many 

Armenian Churches, St. Hagop has required a monetary payment (specifically, annual dues of $125 for adults, and $50 for ages 

18 to 24) for recognition and rights as a church member, a distinction beyond being an Armenian Christian.  This payment has 

entitled members to voting privileges in our annual assembly elections and the right to run for an office in the church’s 

governance.    

Candidly, there have been times – including during my service on the parish council – when I was unaware my dues as a St. 

Hagop member lapsed and, technically, I was not a church member . . . until I discovered my name’s absence from a roster 

announcing dues paid members!  I trust this also may have happened to you.  My naiveté led me to unconsciously assume my 

church involvement – including making monetary contributions to assorted church causes, making plate contributions, and 

participating in church leadership – along with my self-identification as a member of St. Hagop Armenian Church, sufficiently 

qualified me as a church member.  In short, my definition of being a church member was not based on the sole requirement of 

making a timely dues payment.   

My reaction during these revelations was initially to recoil and say to myself: “What!  St. Hagop is my primary place of 

worship, and I make financial contributions to it beyond paying membership dues, including giving the church my best efforts 

to facilitate its development.  Yet, I am not a church member because I am delinquent in paying my dues???” 

Your parish council’s discussions during the past 4 years, our 2015 parish survey, and St. Hagop’s stewardship committee 

(composed of Fr. Hovnan, David Kazarian, Chuck Sarkisian, and me) have led to a determination that membership in our 

church is much deeper than paying annual dues.  Simply submitting to a specified monetary payment at a specified time, we 

believe, diminishes the meaning of being a church member, likening it to membership in other organizations in which rights 

are extended for a fee - such as a fitness center or social club.  After all, anyone can pay a due to join an organization; being a 

member of a church is much, much more.   

After considerable analysis, deliberation, and prayer, St. Hagop has committed to transition from a dues-paying membership 

system to a pledge system.  This will involve a paradigm shift in how we both think about being a church member and 

monetarily commit to it.    

Church Membership and Stewardship 

Two tenants – one ecclesiastical, and the other predicated on the economic reality of living in a free market world - undergird 

our premise that making a monetary commitment to a church is an element of being a member of it.  Proverbs 16:3 instructs 

us Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established.  Christian principles teach us stewardship is an ethic that 

embodies the responsible planning and management of resources, especially those we allocate to God.  

The man-made reality that, as an organization generating expenses associated with pursuing its missions and responsible to the 

greater secular community in which it has the privilege to exist, St. Hagop has operational costs.  This, of course, also drives 
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our need to ask parishioners to make monetary contributions that enable us to do the work God desires.   

Accordingly, after much discussion, analysis of membership definitions at other churches (both within our diocese and 

beyond) and their stewardship practices, prayer, and reflection, your St. Hagop stewardship committee has adopted the 

following definition of membership in our church: 

Members of St. Hagop Armenian Church are baptized Christians, committed to incorporating our Lord’s teachings 

in their lives, and have made a monetary pledge to support the church. 

One objective in transitioning from an annual dues system to a pledge system is, in part, to debunk parochial fee-for-service 

thinking that permeates secular society.  That is, monetarily valuing membership in a church like one would if shopping for 

groceries, paying a tip for service at a restaurant, or otherwise seeking to pay fair value for items selected and consumed.  Gifts 

to God cannot be predicated and valued in terms of tangible benefits we derive. 

The differing connotations of the words “due” and “pledge” also undermine our efforts to implement the paradigm shift we 

seek.  A due, imposed by an external source, is an obligatory amount owed; a pledge, deriving from one’s heart and soul, is a 

choice and promise to make a financial gift.  When the pledge is to a church, the promise takes on even more meaning: it 

becomes a covenant with God, furthering our efforts to incorporate Christian practice in our lives.  Membership in a church 

defies something you can purchase and tangibly consume.    

Additionally, a pledge incorporates elements of planned and disciplined giving, assisting us to live as practicing Christians – 

namely, reminding us that all we have, both monetary and nonmonetary, is a gift from God (John 3:27 A man can receive nothing, 

except it be given him from heaven.), and He commands us to give a portion of our treasure to Him.  Making an annual pledge and 

regular giving to our church helps to instill Christian practice in our lives. 

Why Make an Annual Pledge to St. Hagop? 

Winston Churchill famously said We make a living by what we get but we make a life by what we give.  This statement punctuates the 

notion that giving enriches us as humans and, by extension, as members in Christ’s family.  Romans 12:10 instructs us Be 

devoted to each other like a loving family.  As members of St. Hagop’s church family, our responsibility includes contributing to its 

ministries and operations, including its funding needs.  The privilege of being an Armenian with access to a church where we 

can practice our faith and perpetuate our heritage comes with the responsibility to sustain it. 

As Christians, we naturally think of our church as a sanctuary apart from the ordinary world and immune from many things 

we encounter in our daily lives – including bills and taxes.  The reality, of course, is that all profit and nonprofit organizations, 

churches notwithstanding, incur operating costs. There are many expenses associated with operating a church.  To name a few: 

clergy stipend, cleaning service, utilities, insurances, maintenance of church buildings and grounds, printing and postage costs . 

. . and many other things easy to overlook, such as the cost of candles, incense, food and beverages provided gratuitously at 

numerous events, and, yes, taxes! 

For sake of reference, St. Hagop’s 2016 annual budget is based on revenues of approximately $200, 000.  The Eastern 

Diocese, to which St. Hagop belongs, requires its churches to pay a per member fee of $85 per year; in prior years, this 

amount was deducted from the $125 annual St. Hagop membership due, leaving St. Hagop $40.    With approximately 175 

annual donors of record in 2016 (excluding ticketed events like dances, picnics, etc.), membership dues alone, as you can see, 

have generated a fraction (approximately $8,000) of the amount needed for St. Hagop to remain financially afloat.  

Congregation members, friends of the church, and many fund raising activities have made up the shortfall.    

As a church community committed to our Lord, we seek to continuously rise to a higher level of spiritual development and 

service.  St. Hagop is evolving from an establishment phase in its development, and is postured to develop and grow its 

ministries as our Lord pleases.  God’s grace enabled St. Hagop to establish a vibrant community in Southwest Florida – one 

that allows us to practice as Armenian Christians and perpetuate Armenian culture.  In 2017 St. Hagop will celebrate its 10th 
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anniversary and the 10th anniversary of Der Hovnan Demerjian becoming a priest.  We will also host the 115th Eastern 

Diocesan convention.  

It is not our place to specify or suggest an amount for you to pledge or give.  That is a private matter, to be determined by you 

and your family.  The amount, we believe, should be determined by your reconciliation of many factors, most importantly 

looking into your heart and assessing both your means and what you can afford, and prayer.  Rather than mandate a specified, 

to-be-paid annual dues amount, the St. Hagop parish council has adopted the notion of proportionate giving; namely, 

parishioners’ giving should be governed by their means and proportionate to their capacity to give, rather than specified by an 

external source. 

I spoke with our diocesan primate, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, in January 2016 about our planned conversion to a 

stewardship system that included a pledge component when he was in town to consecrate our church hall.  He referenced 

other Armenian Churches that use this system, and gave us his blessings to proceed.   

Pledge Conversion Logistics 

Stewardship will be a prominent theme at St. Hagop during the upcoming months as we transition from an annual dues 

system to a pledge system.   Among other things, you will hear sermons on this topic and testimonials from parishioners who 

plan to make a pledge.  Additionally, John Shamsey, a parishioner and estate lawyer, has agreed to provide counsel to those 

considering leaving a gift in their will to St. Hagop (more information on this is forthcoming). 

Our planned calendar to implement the transition is as follows: 

 July through September 2016 – Sermons on stewardship and testimonials from congregation members  

 September 30, 2016 - Pledge forms will be mailed to all parishioners  

 October 30, 2016 - Pledge Sunday  

 November 15, 2016 - Final deadline to submit pledge forms 

 December 10, 2016 - Distribution of pledge envelopes  

 January 1, 2017 - Beginning of pledge system at St. Hagop 

Under the new pledge system St. Hagop will continue to owe the diocese an annual fee, based on donors of record.   More 

logistical information on our conversion will follow. 

Summary 

St. Hagop is in the midst of an effort to impart a paradigm shift encouraging parishioners to view their church membership 

more spiritually.  In this vein, the concept of proportionate giving – contributing proportionate with your means – via a 

monetary pledge is being encouraged.  We hope to inspire you to look within your heart and soul to determine a contribution 

amount, proportionate with your means, that is right for you, and to inspire you to be cognizant of the importance of 

stewardship in your daily Christian lives. 

In addition to an annual pledge, we pray your stewardship commitment to St. Hagop and its ministries will go beyond plate 

contributions.  Many parishioners have, for example, remembered St. Hagop in their estates, and others are establishing 

endowments to fund various church ministries.     

Please contact Der Hayr, me, or members of our stewardship committee or parish council with any questions.  May God bless 

and keep you. 
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WOMEN’S GUILD REPORT submitted by Teresa Haidarian, Recording Secretary 

We are into our quiet slow summer months and are happy to take the opportunity to use this time to shore up some 

of the tasks we have put off during our busy time. What do we do during our slow time? Lena prepares old world 

cuisine with her gourmet kitchen crew and offers it for sale to the congregation. No price gouging here! You get a 

taste of the old world at old world prices. We freeze immediately after baking so the foods stay as fresh as possible. 

Come see us in the church hall after you attend Badarak on any given Sunday to see what we have available. If there 

is something special you want the guild to bake, let Lena know and she may just pull out her recipe and prepare it 

for you! We are here to serve you. 

The women’s guild has taken over cleaning the church kitchen and hall on a weekly basis. Notice the sparkling clean 

restrooms, kitchen equipment that shines and a floor without a speck of dirt? Thanks to the women’s guild, we save 

the church the cost of a cleaning service. We also make sure that the tables in the Pavilion are wiped clean so you 

can enjoy your coffee and snacks in the hot, muggy Florida weather if you chose!  Just another way the guild serves 

the church. 

Good news! Natella’s daughter Bella was awarded a scholarship to the famous Joffrey’s ballet company in New 

York for intensive study this summer. For two weeks she will refine her ballet skills with world-class dancers. Bella 

had to earn the scholarship. She had to be an “A” student just to be eligible to apply for the scholarship. She was 

judged on her answers to eight essay questions, which required a 500 word response.  Smart and talented! Maybe we 

will be able to talk her into performing for us soon. Bella’s Ballet! 

Anyone who would like to join the Women’s Guild, the heart and soul of St. Hagop Church, please see Lena. She 

will be happy to sign you up! 
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TRIBUTE TO MY FATHER by Dr. Berc Sarafian 
 

A brave man who fought off a gang that overturned his Volkswagen in Bakirkoy, Turkey while my 
6 month old body was inside sleeping. He decided then that the time had come to ensure a better 
life for his children than he ever had. With great courage and determination he forged his way out 
of Turkey.  
 
Not to Greece, France, Germany, or the UK, but set his sights on being a citizen of a great 
country where he was certain his family would have the best chance of thriving, spiritually, 
intellectually, & economically. He applied to no less than 450 universities for sponsorship with no 
knowledge of English, and no idea how long he would be separated from his two toddler sons & 
wife before reuniting with us in America. In 1955, the annual quota of immigrants allowed from 
Turkey to emigrate to USA was 2!  
 
Against all odds, he received an affirmative invitation only from the University of Iowa. It was a 
great hardship to be separated two years by a vast ocean without instant communication we have 
now. Transatlantic phone calls were too expensive on his budget. Mail took 2 weeks each way. He 

learned of his father’s death 4 weeks after posting the last letter to him. He did not see me growing in my early life, nor I him. 
 
He adjusted to life from a cosmopolitan culture in a subtropical climate, to a bucolic culture set in the frozen fields of the 
Midwest. Surrounding him were freely roaming Buffalo, captured in the background of 8mm home movies set in Roger 
Williams Park.  
 
I was not yet ambulating when I was nearly 3, and had not seen my father, except as a newborn. We were united after a 36 
hour flight on TWA from Istanbul to Chicago in 1957. I had recurrent emesis while carried on my mother’s lap, for the entire 
flight. When I saw my father rushing to us on the Tarmac, I got up after being placed on the ground, and RAN to him! My 
first steps!  
 
On my birthdays, I am reminded of this story with tears in my father’s eyes. I will celebrate another birthday this week, hearing 
this wonderful story again, and having the opportunity to share with my fellow parishioners, my father’s exceptionally 
courageous and passionate steps to ensure safety & happiness for his family for generations to come. His unyielding devotion 
to his family continues at 99 years! 
 

I love you Dad!!! 
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Melanie Ekizian graduated with Honors from H.B. Plant High School in 
Tampa on June 3, 2016. She was a member of the National Honor Society, 
Gold and Black Honor Society and President of the Latin Club. She was also a 
Board member of Chorus, Anchor Service Club, and Student Leader of the 
Student’s with Diabetes. She played Varsity Lacrosse for 3 years. This year she 
joined the inaugural Water Polo team. Melanie will attend Southern Methodist 
University majoring in Environmental Studies in Dallas, Texas this August. She 
is a recipient of a Founder’s Scholarship. 
 

 
  
Janae Kamajian graduated from Seminole High School. 
She was a member of the Mu Alpha Theta Math Honors Society, National 

Honors Society and was the Hawk Talk Magazine Features Editor. Janae 

Founded Sister Act II, a non-profit organization that collects furniture and 

household items for Pinellas homeless shelter. She received the Knights of 

Columbus Academic Achievement award, President’s Educational Award for 

outstanding Achievement, an award in English, Mu Alpha Theta Math Award 

and the Features Editor Award. Janae Plans on attending USF in the Spring 

2017 to study Broadcast Journalism for four years in order to become a News 

Anchor. 

 

 
Stephen Davanzo son of Lisa Marsili, and grandson of Sima Palakian 
graduated from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst on May 6, 2016. 
Stephen graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Economics. He also 
completed his Army ROTC and was commissioned to second lieutenant. 
Stephen will specialize in military intelligence and field artillery. He started his 
active duty on May 16th in Fort Knox Kentucky and will then go on to Fort 
Sill in Oklahoma for cadet training. He will be stationed in Texas at Fort 
Hood.  Stephen became an Eagle Scout in 2010. We are so proud of Stephen! 
God bless America!  
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Michael Sarafian graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University of South 
Florida with a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences and Bachelor of 
Arts in Psychology. Michael plans on pursuing an MBA. His Mom say’s 
“The greatest accomplishment and beauty of life was granted to me when I 
became a mother to the most amazing son a mother could ask for. You are 
maturing beyond my expectations and you are proving to be a smart and 
clever man. You are a true gentleman, kind and giving. My wish for you is to 
continue your education and as always give back to your country and your 
community without hesitation and expectation. I love you more then myself. 
May all your dreams and plans be full field a tenfold.” 

 
 

Lizzy Shahnasarian graduated with honors from Vanderbilt University. 
She is pictured delivering the commencement speech as Student Body 
President. Lizzy will be employed as an analyst at Moellis in Manhattan 
beginning in July. But first she will be traveling with her family, including a 
trip to Armenia! 
 

 
Philip Hakim graduated from Harvard 
University with a Master's Degree in Business Administration (MBA) 
from Harvard Business School. He attended University of California 
Berkley and received a Bachelor's Degree in Economics prior to that. He 
will be working for a Hedge Fund Company in New York City. 
 
 
 
 

 
Vasken Serpekian graduated from USF with a Bachelor's 
Degree of Science in Engineering with a specialization in 
informational technology.  He has moved to Washington, 
D.C. for a job at Collaboralink Technologies, a consulting 
company which develops applications for the government 
and private sector. 
 
 

Thanks to all who responded to share the good news of their graduation with our St. Hagop 
Armenian Church family. We hope to hear from even more of you next graduation season! 

 
"Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint." –Isaiah 40:31  
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JERUSALEM PILGRIMAGE 2016 by Mallory Maslar 

After telling several people, including members of my family, I decided to attend 

the Jerusalem pilgrimage this year. I had mixed responses. Several people told 

me it was unsafe to travel overseas and that I was crazy. Others told me it was a 

trip of a lifetime.  After being prepped from my brother and several good 

friends for what to expect getting through customs, and being told I was going 

to see 18 year old Israeli soldiers walking around with guns, I became to wonder 

if this trip was right for me. After a ten hour flight and an hour bus ride with 

mostly strangers, I would be spending the next 8 days at a castle/hotel. The 

hotel was nothing that you could image staying at in Jerusalem and the view 

from the rooftop was the one of the best views the whole trip.  

The first day started with the Church of Nativity in Bethlehem. We held Badarak in the spot where Jesus was born and was 

able to say a pray and kiss the star on the ground. The next day we started at the Jordan River. We had a bible study and while 

our group was discussing how this was the first time the Holy Trinity was in the same spot at one time, a dove flew down next 

to our group. We then went to Jericho at the Mount of Temptation where we were able to ride camels. After the Bible study 

we headed to Qumran and then the Dead Sea. If you ever visit the Dead Sea make sure you only float in the water and do not 

swim. The salt water is deadly if you accidently drink it. Friday began with a long bus ride to Mt. Tabor and then we headed to 

the Basilica of the Annunciation. Afterward, we headed to the Mount of the Beatitudes. The view of the Sea of Galilee looked 

like one from a painting. We took a boat ride on the sea, sang the Armenian National Anthem (It wouldn’t be an Armenian 

event without the National Anthem) and had time to reflect on the bible studies we had earlier in the day. 

On Saturday, Badarak was held at St. Mary’s Tomb and then we met the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem, his Eminence, 

Archbishop Nourhan Manougian; he is currently the 97th Patriarchs of Jerusalem.  The afternoon was filled with visiting the 

Mount of Olives, Church of All Nations, Garden of Gethsemane, Church of the Lord’s Prayer and Chapel of Ascension. At 

3:00am Sunday morning we had our wake up call to have Badarak at 4am at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. It was 

fascinating to learn that we were able to hold a church service at the tomb of Jesus and Der Hovsep was able to go inside and 

use the Altar. The Pope had to ask permission for us to use it, as it can only hold a church service once a year. After sleeping 

the rest of the morning we participated in a lecture in the Armenian Quarters, visited their seminary, and learned about the 

history of St. James. The last morning we walked to the Pool of Bethesda, prayed at the Wailing Wall and visited the room of 

the Last Supper. During the morning we also visited the Holy Sepulcher. It was amazing to see how well represented the 

Armenian Church is there. During the visit at the Armenian Chapel of Helena, I lit five candles and said a prayer; I blew out 

the five candles to take with me and realized I needed a sixth. I lit a sixth candle and blew it out quickly and caught up with the 

rest of the group.  After the day was done, Taleen Babayan, my roommate and I were able to find a few local Armenians to 

help us visit the Armenian Cemetery. At this Cemetery, all 96 Patriarchs that 

served Jerusalem, included Torkom Srpazan, and Tiran Srpazan were buried. 

The trip quickly came to an end. We had an amazing dinner on the rooftop of our 

hotel filled with Armenian singing and dancing. Later while packing, I was trying 

to be very careful with the candles that I prayed with at the Holy Sepulcher. After 

looking at the candles, I noticed that 5 of 6 of the wicks’ ends were almost back to 

looking as if they were never lit, only one looked like it was used before.  Everyone 

has been asking me which part was my favorite and when did I feel God’s 

presence the most.  It was at that moment at 3 a.m. when I saw the candles. I 

couldn’t have asked for a better group to travel with. The twelve hour plane ride 

back was filled with a lot of laughs and jokes and of course a lot of sleeping. If you ever have a chance to go, it is definitely 

something you should consider! 
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SPRING CELEBRATIONS AT ST. HAGOP 
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 ACYOA SENIORS’ SPORTS WEEKEND by Nazley Beducian Wilson 
 

The Armenian Church Youth Organization of America (ACYOA) celebrated the 70th 
anniversary of their General Assembly and Sports Weekend in Boston, MA over 
Memorial Day weekend. The ACYOA Senior’s chapter of Holy Trinity Armenian 
Church in Cambridge, MA, with the support of Fr. Vasken and Yn. Arpi Kouzouian, 
graciously hosted and planned an enjoyable weekend filled with formal events, 
fellowship, and sports. An energetic group of St. Hagop ACYOA Seniors traveled to 
join over three hundred other ACYOA Seniors from the Eastern Diocese for the 
event filled weekend in Boston. All participants stayed at the Westin Waterfront Hotel 
in the Seaport district, allowing everyone to be in a prime location for many of 
Boston’s great attractions. St. Hagop’s ACYOA Seniors represented the parish very 
well, proudly bringing home some awards and recognitions that will begin a collection 
of many to follow.  

 
General Assembly commenced on Thursday evening when church delegates and Central Council members gathered 
at The Armenian Heritage Park for an evening prayer service led by His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian. 
Friday kicked off with General Assembly elections, where our very own Mallory Maslar was elected as the 2016 
Chairwoman of the ACYOA Central Council. Following elections, we heard from guest speaker and 2016 Olympic 
gymnast Houry Gebeshian. While qualifying for the Olympics is an amazing accomplishment itself, Houry is the 
first female gymnast to represent the Republic of Armenia. Houry kindly shared her journey of overcoming failure, 
striving towards her dream, and being a strong Armenian woman throughout the process. Friday evening, attendees 
gathered at Laugh Boston, a casual comedy club where the evening was spent reconnecting with old and new 
friends before an intense day of sports to follow on Saturday. 
 
St. Hagop ACYOA Seniors Mallory Maslar, Hayley Hovhanessian, and Nazley Wilson competed in sports all 

weekend, advancing to the semi-finals in volleyball, and bringing home a second place trophy for St. Hagop in 

Women’s basketball.  Most notably, St. Hagop ACYOA Seniors were awarded the coveted “Chapter A” award from 

Central Council for the first time in St. Hagop’s chapter history. The “Chapter A” award is presented to an ACYOA 

Senior Chapter that has best fulfilled the requirements established by the ACYOA Central Council. Over the past 

year, St. Hagop’s ACYOA Seniors have worked hard to develop a strong bond and presence through their 

leadership actions in the parish, community, and diocese as a whole, making their “Chapter A” award well deserved. 

The weekend festivities concluded on Sunday celebrating 

Badarak in the morning at Holy Trinity Armenian Church, 

and a lively Kef Gala that evening at the beautiful Boston 

Park Plaza Hotel. Sports Weekend is a cherished weekend 

amongst Armenian youth, as it is a time everyone comes 

together from across the diocese to celebrate our rich 

culture. St. Hagop ACYOA Seniors spent the weekend 

cultivating new friendships, reminiscing over previous 

memories, and being proud advocates of St. Hagop 

Armenian Church. 
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ACYOA JUNIORS’ SPORTS WEEKEND  

Three youth from St. Hagop Church participated in the 41st annual ACYOA Junior Sports Weekend, Hye 

M’rtsoom at St. James Church in Watertown, Massachusetts. Holly Ekizian and Ariana and Lily Megerian 

spent a fun filled Memorial Day Weekend with over 200 youth from 14 parishes.  Weekend activities 

included worship, sports and fellowship. This year’s theme was “Stronger Together”. There was even a 

surprise visit from Houry Gebeshian, the first female gymnast to represent Armenia in the upcoming 

summer Olympics. The group also completed a service project, making over 300 sandwiches for a Boston 

shelter. In the evenings the participants, who stayed with local families, attended youth activities including 

dances and a Sports Banquet award ceremony. 

Parishes, friends, and families all came together over Memorial 
Day Weekend in Watertown, Massachusetts for Sports Weekend 
this year, and I was blessed enough to be a part of it. We played 
sports like volleyball, basketball, ping-pong and tavloo 
competitively over two days. However, to anyone that attended, 
these games were simply ways to unite the Armenian community. 
In between matches, we supported our friends, ate plenty of 
food, and had an amazing weekend together. I wouldn't trade my 
experiences with all my friends there for the world, and can't wait 
for the next one.  
 
–Ariana Megerian 
 

Sports weekend was so much fun! Even though my team lost, the 

sports were full of excitement! The dances were so much fun, too. 

One of the dances had a photo booth and fun sports games. The 

people there were some of the nicest and kindest people I’ve met, and 

I cannot wait to see them at the Fall Sports Weekend in Philadelphia! 

–Lily Megerian 
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Parish Council 
 

President 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 
727-545-0380 
fr.hovnan@sthagoparmenianchurch.org 
 

Chairman 
Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D. 
727-394-1503 
shahnasa@aol.com 
 

Vice Chairperson 
Mallory Maslar 
727-481-3271 
mallorymaslar@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
David Kazarian 
727-507-9222 
david@infuserveamerica.com 
 

Secretary-Recording 
Vicken Serpekian 
813-651-4999 
vicken.serpekian@gmail.com 
 

Members 
 

Louise Yardumian 
727-576-0380 
lyardumian@icloud.com 
 

Artak Apyan 
847-668-3631 
artapyan@gmail.com 
 

Eileen Barsamian Jennings 
727-343-8776 
eileenian1@hotmail.com 
 

Karen Minassian 
941-504-5545 
karen@homeserviceinteriors.com 
 

Jack Dikranian 
813-924-0715 
jdikranian@gmail.com 
 

 
Organizations 
 

ACYOA Seniors 
Nazley Beducian Wilson 
Nazley.wilson@gmail.com 
 
ACYOA Juniors 
Hayley Hovhanessian 
Hayhov711@aol.com 
 
Sunday School 
Alexis Shahanasarian 
StHagopSundaySchool@gmail.com 
 
Women's Guild 
Lena Kotchounian 
kotchounian@verizon.net  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 9:30am-5:30pm  

Worship Hours: Sunday 10:30am 

Contact Information  
St. Hagop Armenian Church  
7020 90th Ave. North 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
P: 727-545-0380, F: 727-549-0500 
E-mail: info@sthagoparmenianchurch.org 
www.sthagoparmenianchurch.org 
 

Newsletter Committee: 
Editor 
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian 

Managing Editor 
Carla Megerian 
 
Contributors to this Issue 
Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, Michael Shahnasarian, Ph.D., Teresa 

Haidarian (photos), Dr. Berc Sarafian, Mallory Maslar, Nazley 

Beducian Wilson, Ariana and Lily Megerian. Ekizian, Kamajian, 

Daranzo, Shahanasarian, Sarafian and Hakim Families.  

Avedis Newsletter is a publication of St. Hagop Church in Pinellas 
Park, Florida.  
 

Submissions are welcomed and should be sent to the church office. 
All text should be electronic format, preferably Word. Editorial board 
reserves the right to modify or reject any submissions. All material 
must be received no later than the published deadlines below: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

It costs over $1,100 to print and send each issue of Avedis. We 
would like to communicate as often as possible with our parishioners. 
Will you help defray some of the costs? Please send your check 
memo:  Avedis Newsletter 1/2 issue ($550); 1/4 issue ($275) or other 
($) amount.  
 

The Avedis is grateful to accept business ads, which help us, pay for 
our newsletter and help you reach your customers. Please notify Carla 
Megerian at cmegerian@gmail.com if you are interested. Make checks 
payable to St. Hagop Armenian Church.  
 
Rates are per issue:  
$50 for a business card,  
$150 for a half page and $300 for a full page 

Issue  Submission 

October/November/December 2016 September 10th 

January/February/March 2016 December 10th 

mailto:fr.hovnan@sthagoparmenianchurch.org
mailto:shahnasa@aol.com
mailto:mallorymaslar@gmail.com
mailto:david@infuserveamerica.com
mailto:Vicken.Serpekian@gmail.com
mailto:lyardumian@icloud.com
mailto:artapyan@gmail.com
mailto:eileenian1@hotmail.com
mailto:karen@homeserviceinteriors.com
mailto:jdikranian@gmail.com
mailto:Nazley.wilson@gmail.com
mailto:Hayhov711@aol.com
mailto:StHagopSundaySchool@gmail.com
mailto:kotchounian@verizon.net
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
**Divine Liturgy & fellowship take place every Sunday from 10:30-12:30 unless noted below 

 
Sun July 3 Divine Liturgy- Transfiguration (Vardavar) 

 

10:30 AM 

Sun July 10 Divine Liturgy 
2017 Diocesan Assembly & Clergy Conference Meeting 

10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

Sun July 17 Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Thurs July 21 Parish Council Meeting  6:00 PM 

Sun July 24 No Divine Liturgy at St. Hagop—Fr. Hovnan Away  

Sun July 31 Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Sun Aug. 7 Divine Liturgy 
 

10:30 AM 

Sun Aug. 14 Divine Liturgy—Assumption of Mary 
Blessing of the Grapes Picnic 
 

10:30 AM 
12:30 PM 

Thurs Aug. 18 Parish Council Meeting  6:00 PM 

Sun Aug. 21 Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

 
Sun Aug. 28 Divine Liturgy 

Women’s Guild Meeting 

10:30 AM 

12:30 PM 

Sun Sept. 4 Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Sun Sept. 11 Divine Liturgy—Exaltation of the Cross 
1st Day of Sunday School 
Family & Youth Picnic 
 

10:30 AM 

 

12:30 PM Thurs Sept. 15 Parish Council Meeting  6:00 PM 

Sun Sept. 18 Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

Sun Sept. 25 Divine Liturgy—Holy Cross of Varag 10:30 AM 

Fri Sept. 30  Fr. Daniel Findikyan Presentation TBA 

Sat. Oct. 22 Consecration of St. Hagop 9th Anniversary 
Tides Beach Club, N. Reddington Beach 

 

Sun. Oct. 30 Stewardship Pledge Sunday  

 
 
Please note that by canon law of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church, no Requiem Services may be held on the following 
major feast days of the church; Christmas, Palm Sunday/Easter, Pentecost, Transfiguration and Exaltation of the Cross.



St. Hagop Armenian Church 
Parish of the Gulf Coast of Florida      
7020 90th Avenue North, Pinellas Park, Florida 33782        
727-545-0380  Fax 727-549-0500       
The Rev. Fr. Hovnan Demerjian, Pastor 
www.sainthagoparmenianchuch.org 
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