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Ordinary Saints 

Peter was sitting in the outdoor courtyard when a maid came up to him and said, “You too were with 
Jesus the Galilean.”  But he denied it before everyone, saying, “I don’t know what you mean.” … 
After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them: 
your accent betrays you.”  Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 
the man!”  Immediately the cock crowed—and Peter remembered the saying of Jesus: “Before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.”  He went outside, and wept bitterly.  (MATTHEW 26:69-75) 

EASTER IS OUR GREAT STORY OF VICTORY, our assurance of triumph.  In the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, God’s love for mankind won the contest against man’s age-old enemies, Sin and Death.  
The faithful are promised to share in that victory. 

But to read the gospels, one is struck by the aura of failure that overhangs the figures in the 
resurrection story.  Consider the situation of the disciple Peter.  In a supreme moment of 
decision, he denies even knowing Jesus, the teacher he has followed for three years.  It’s a 
failure of discipleship—and worse, of friendship.  Yet Peter is clearly not a venal or evil man; in 
many ways he merely does what anyone else would do in the same situation.  Peter’s failure 
merely proves how ordinary he is. 

The all-too-ordinary disciple has plenty of company in the Easter story.  Along with Peter’s 
denial, we witness the tearful despair of Mary Magdalene outside the tomb; the discouragement 
of the disciples on the road to Emmaus; the skepticism of Thomas; the terror of the main body 
of disciples hiding out in the upper room.  We are tempted to ask: What are these stories doing in 
the Gospel at all? 

Scripture offers no direct answer to this question; but it does lead us to an observation.  The 
great Easter message of hope, redemption, and new life was Christ’s gift to the world.  But to 
carry it forward into the world, Jesus entrusted his gift to messengers like these: the flawed and 
fearful, the discouraged and doubtful.  Ordinary people, whose only distinction was that they 
had borne witness to something beyond understanding. 

How remarkable it is to realize that these were the earliest Christian saints!  For eventually, 
Peter and the rest became martyrs for Christ.  They were individuals of no special distinction.  
But in light of our Lord’s resurrection they found the inner strength to stand with him, and not 
to deny him, in the end.  “Saint” is the name we give to such people. 

Sainthood has been a subject of renewed interest in the Armenian Church lately.  In the month 
following Easter, we will mark the anniversary of the canonization of the Holy Martyrs of the 
Armenian Genocide: the first Armenian saints to have been acknowledged in hundreds of 
years.  The canonization was a great milestone for our nation; but like all weighty moral 
undertakings, it did not occur without questions.  Good and serious people questioned whether 
it was possible to acknowledge such a large company of people as saints of the church.  Indeed, 
one can say with certainty that the vast majority of Genocide martyrs—people we now regard 
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as saints—were flawed or otherwise unremarkable in their lives, apart from the circumstances 
of their sainthood. 

But now, after a year of living in the consciousness of these “new” saints, and with Easter again 
before us, perhaps we can find guidance in the Gospel account of those who witnessed the 
resurrection. 

The saints are indeed ordinary people.  But far from being an obstacle to our understanding, the 
very ordinariness of the saints is what makes them examples—permits them to be aspirational 
figures for us.  If they were superhuman beings with seamlessly virtuous lives, we might admire 
them; but we would have a ready excuse, an alibi, for failing to live up to their example.  
Realizing that they were ordinary people—men and women just like us—places the responsibility 
to live saintly lives directly on our shoulders. 

This is surely one of the great moral revolutions Christianity brought into the world.  To the 
imperial pagan world of Christ’s time, heroes were the offspring of gods—an unattainable 
distinction.  The spectacle of heroic suffering—tragedy—was meant to make men tremble, 
while encouraging them to rest satisfied that, as mortals, they were beneath the notice of the 
careless pagan divinities. 

Contrast this with the Christian saints, who have arisen from every station of life, and often are 
not even recognized as special until some moment of crisis.  Their stories are meant to expose 
the deceit and injustice underlying the world around them—and to disrupt our own self-
satisfied appraisal of the world around us.  Their suffering is heroic not because it defies 
unfeeling gods, but because it imitates the experience of God’s Son—who lived, felt and 
suffered alongside his children, out of love for them. 

The miracle of Easter is the gift that all the saints embraced.  However ordinary their lives may 
have been, carrying Christ’s resurrection in their hearts magnified them.  When their moment of 
decision came—whether in the Apostolic Age, in 1915, or even today—they refused to deny their 
Lord. 

It falls to us to accept our own role in this drama.  As the Easter story shows, Christ entrusted 
his message of faith, love, and redemption to people no different from us.  Carrying it forward 
has been the work of dozens, hundreds, millions of faithful individuals—our own ancestors 
among them.  That gift now rests in our hands, and whether it continues to be carried forward 
through another century is largely up to us.  Let that thought guide us this Easter, as we greet 
Christ’s resurrection for the first time in the company of our sainted Genocide Martyrs, and 
affirm with them the truth of those immortal words: 
 

Krisdos haryav ee merelotz!  Orhnyal eh harootiunun Krisdosee! 
Christ is risen from the dead!  Blessed is the resurrection of Christ! 

 
Easter 2016 
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Ð³Ûó© ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ ÐÇõëÇë³ÛÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»ÙÇ ²é³çÝáñ¹ 

¶ºðÞ© î© Ê²Ä²Î ²ðø© ä²ðê²Øº²ÜÆ ê© ¼²îÎÆ ä²î¶²ØÀ 

êàìàð²Î²Ü êàôð´ºð 

§ºñµ ä»ïñáë ¹áõñëÁª ·³õÇÃÁ Ýëï³Í ¿ñ« ³Õ³ËÇÝ ÙÁ »Ï³õ ³Ýáñ »õ Áë³õ© “¸á°õÝ ³É 

¶³ÉÇÉ»³óÇ ÚÇëáõëÇ Ñեï ¿Çñ”£ ´³Ûó ³Ý áõñ³ó³õ µáÉáñÇÝ ¹ÇÙ³óª Áë»Éáí© “â»Ù ·Çï»ñ Ç°Ýã ÏÁ 

ËûëÇë” ® øÇã »ïùª ÑáÝ ·ïÝáõáÕÝ»ñÁ ÁëÇÝ ä»ïñáëÇÝ© “Æñ³å¿ë ¹áõÝ ³É ³ÝáÝóÙ¿ Ù¿ÏÝ »ë« 
áñáíÑ»ï»õ Ëûëù»ñ¹ ÏÁ Ù³ïÝ»Ý ù»½”£ ²ÛÝ ³ï»Ý ëÏë³õ Ý½áí»É áõ »ñ¹áõÙ ÁÝ»Éª Áë»Éáí© “ºë ã»Ù 
×³ÝãÝ³ñ ³Û¹ Ù³ñ¹Á”£ ÆëÏáÛÝ ³ù³Õ³ÕÁ Ï³Ýã»ó£ ä»ïñáë ÛÇß»ó ÚÇëáõëÇ ËûëùÁª áñ Çñ»Ý 
Áë³Í ¿ñ© “²ù³Õ³ÕÁ ãÏ³Ýã³Íª »ñ»°ù ³Ý·³Ù åÇïÇ áõñ³Ý³ë ½Çë”© ºõ ¹áõñë »ÉÉ»Éáí ¹³éÝ³å¿ë 
É³ó³õ¦£ ¥Ø³ïÃ¿ëáë Æ¼ 69-75¤ 

êàôð´ ¼²îÆÎÀ ØºԶԻ ՀԱՄԱՐ Ú²ÔÂ²Ü²ÎÆ ØºÌ²¶àÚÜ ԴԷՊՔՆ  ¾« Ù»ñ Û³ÕÃ³Ý³ÏÇÝ 

·ñ³õ³Ï³ÝÁ£ ÚÇëáõë øñÇëïáëÇ Ú³ñáõÃ»³Ùµ Ù³ñ¹ÏáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ý¹¿å ²ëïáõÍáÛ ë¿ñÁ զգետն»ó 

Ù³ñ¹áõÝ ¹³ñ³õáñ ÃßÝ³ÙÇÝ»ñըª Ù»ÕùÝ եõ Ù³Ñը« »õ ³Û¹ Û³ÕÃ³Ý³ÏÇÝ Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó ¹³éÝ³Éáõ 

ËáëïáõÙÁ ïñáõ»ó³õ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñáõÝ£ 

ê³Ï³ÛÝ ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÝ»ñÁ Ï³ñ¹³Éáí մարդ կ՛ապշի  Ú³ñáõÃ»³Ý å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇó 

¹¿Ùù»ñու կողմէ պարզուած Ó³ËáÕáõÃ»³Ý á·Ç ÙÁ« áñ ÏÁ Ñ³Ù³Ï¿ £ øÝÝ»°Ýù ä»ïñáë ³é³ù»³ÉÇ 

Ï³óáõÃÇõÝÁ£ àñáßÙ³Ý ·»ñ³·áÛÝ å³ÑáõÝ« ³Ý ÏÁ ëï¿ª áñ ÏÁ ×³ÝãÝ³Û ÚÇëáõëÁª Çñ áõëáõóÇãÁ« áñáõÝ 

Ñ»ï¨³Í »Õ³Í ¿ñ »ñ»ù ³Ùµáéç ï³ñÇÝ: ²ëÇÏ³ ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý Ó³ËáÕ³ÝùÝ ¿« »õ ï³Ï³õÇÝ 

í³ï³·áÛÝÁª µ³ñ»Ï³ÙáõÃ»³Ý£ Â¿»õ ä»ïñáë ³ÝëÏ½µáõÝù  Ï³Ù ã³ñ Ù¿ÏÁ ã¿ñ« ³Ý å³ñ½³å¿ë 

ÏÿÁÝ¿ñ ³ÛÝª ÇÝã áñ á¨¿ Ù¿ÏÁ åÇïÇ ÁÝ¿ñ ÝáÛÝåÇëÇ å³ñ³·³ÛÇ ÙÁ£ ä»ïñáëÇ Ó³ËáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ 

å³ñ½³å¿ë ÏÁ ÷³ëï¿« Ã¿ ÇÝãåÇëÇ ëáíáñ³Ï³Ý Ù¿ÏÝ ¿ñ ³Ý£      

êáíáñ³Ï³Ý ¹³ë³Ï³ñ·Ç å³ïÏ³ÝáÕ  ³Ûë ³ß³Ï»ñïÁ µ³½Ù³ÃÇõ µ³Ëï³ÏÇóÝ»ñ áõÝÇ ¼³ïÏ³-

Ï³Ý å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç£ ä»ïñáëÇ áõñ³óáõÙÇÝ ½áõ·³Ñ»éª ³Ï³Ý³ï»ë ÏÿÁÉÉ³Ýù ·»ñ»½Ù³ÝÇ ¹ñ³Ý 

³éç»õ Ø³ñÇ³Ù Ø³·¹³Õ»Ý³óÇÇ ³ñï³ëáõ³Ë³éÝ Ûáõë³Ñ³ïáõÃ»³Ý« ¾ÙÙ³áõëÇ ×³Ý³å³ñÑÇÝ 

³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõ Ûáõë³ÉùáõÃ»³Ý « ÂáíÙ³ëÇ Ã»ñ³Ñ³õ³ïáõÃ»³Ý« í»ñÝ³ï³Ý Ù¿ç ³é³ù»³ÉÝ»ñáõ 

ÑÇÙÝ³Ï³Ý ËáõÙµÇ ³Ñ áõ ë³ñë³÷ÇÝ£ ²Ûë µáÉáñÇÝ Ç ï»ëª ÏÁ ï³ñáõÇÝù Ñ»ï»õ»³É Ñ³ñóáõÙÁ ÁÝ»É© 

§²ñ¹»ûù ÇÝãá±õ ³Ûë å³ïÙáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ ï»Õ ·ï³Í »Ý ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇÝ Ù¿ç¦£ 

²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÁ áõÕÕ³ÏÇ ãÇ å³ï³ëË³Ý»ñ ³Ûë Ñ³ñóáõÙÇÝ« ë³Ï³ÛÝ Ù»½Ç ËáñÑñ¹³Í»Éáõ ³éÇÃ 

Ïáõ ï³Û£ ÚáÛëÇ« ÷ñÏագործáõÃ»³Ý ¨ Ýáñ Ï»³ÝùÇ ¼³ïÏ³Ï³Ý å³ï·³ÙÁ øñÇëïáëÇ Ù»Í³·áÛÝ 

ÁÝÍ³Ý ¿ ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ£ ºõ ³ßË³ñÑÇ Ù¿çª ÚÇëáõë Çñ ³õ³Ý¹Á ë»ñáõÝ¹¿ ë»ñáõÝ¹ ÷áË³Ýó»Éáõ å³ß-

ïûÝÁ íëï³Ñ»ó³õ  ³ÛëåÇëÇ Ã»ñÇ ¨ »ñÏãáï« Ûáõë³Ñ³ï »õ Ã»ñ³Ñ³õ³ï ³ÝÓ»ñáõ£ ä³ñ½ Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ« 

áñáÝó ÙÇ³Ï ï³ñµ»ñáõÃÇõÝÝ ³ÛÝ ¿ñ« áñ ³ÝáÝù ³Ï³Ýï»ë  íÏ³Ý»ñÝ ¿ÇÝ Ù³ñ¹Ï³ÛÇÝ ÙÇïù¿Ý áõ 

Ñ³ëÏ³óáÕáõÃ»Ý¿Ý  í»ñ  ÇñáÕáõÃ»³Ý ÙÁ£   

àñù³¯Ý Û³ïÏ³Ýß³Ï³Ý ¿ անդրադառնալ՝ թէ ³ëáÝù ¿ÇÝ անդրանիկ ùñÇëïáÝեայ  ëáõñµ»ñÁ£ 

ä»ïñáë ¨ ÙÇõëÝ»ñÁ ¹³ñÓ³Ý øñÇëïáëÇ Ý³Ñ³ï³Ï íÏ³Ý»ñÁ£ ²ÝáÝù µ³ó³éÇÏ Ï³ñáÕáõÃ»³Ý ï¿ñ 

³ÝÑ³ïÝ»ñ ã¿ÇÝ£ ê³Ï³ÛÝ îÇñáç Ú³ñáõÃ»³Ý ÉáÛëÇÝ ßÝáñÑÇõ ³ÝáÝù տոգորուեցան Ý»ñùÇÝ 

ուժականութեամբ մը Ï³Ý·Ý»Éáõ ²Ýáñ ÏáÕùÇÝ ¨ áã Ã¿ ½²ÛÝ áõñ³Ý³Éáõ£ ²ÛëåÇëÇ Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ Ù»Ýù 

Ïáã³Í »Ýù §ëáõñµ»ñ¦£ 

êñµáõÃÇõÝÁ í»ñçÇÝ ßñç³ÝÇÝ Ð³Û ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ù¿ç ¹³ñÓ»³É Ñ»ï³ùñùñáõÃ»³Ý ³é³ñÏ³Û ¹³ñÓ³Í ¿£ 

¼³ïÇÏÇÝ Û³çáñ¹áÕ ³ÙëáõÝ åÇïÇ Ýß»Ýù ëñµ³¹³ëÙ³Ý ï³ñ»¹³ñÓÁ Ù»ñ  êáõñµ Ü³Ñ³ï³Ï-

Ý»ñáõÝ՝ í»ñçÇÝ Ñ³ñÇõñ³Ù»³ÏÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ ëñµ³¹³ëáõ³Í ³é³çÇÝ Ñ³Û ëáõñµ»ñáõÝ£ 

êñµ³¹³ëáõÙÁ Ù»Í Ñ³Ý·ñáõ³Ý ÙÁÝ ¿ñ Ù»ñ ³½·ÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ« µ³Ûó ÇÝãå¿ë ³Ù¿Ý  Í³Ýñ³ÏßÇé 
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µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý հարցի մը պարագային՝ այս անգամ եւս եղան առարկութիւններ£ ´³ñ»ÙÇï ¨ Éáõñç 

Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ Ñ³ñóáõóÇÝ Ã¿ ³ñ¹»ûù ÑÝ³ñ³õá±ñ ¿ñ Ù¿Ï ³Ý·³Ù¿Ý µ³½Ù³ÃÇõ Ù³ñ¹áó ËáõÙµ ÙÁ Ñéã³Ï»É 

áñå¿ë »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ëáõñµ»ñ£ ÚÇñ³õÇ՝ կարելի է Áë»É« Ã¿ ò»Õ³ëå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ý³Ñ³ï³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ Ù»Í 

Ù³ëÁ ¥³ÝÓ»ñª ½áñë Ù»Ýù ³Ûëûñ ëáõñµ»ñ ÏÁ ÝÏ³ï»Ýù¤«  Ã»ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ áõÝ¿ÇÝ« Ï³Ù ³ÝÝß³Ý Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ 

¿ÇÝ Çñ»Ýó Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç« նկատի չառնելով ³ÝáÝó ëñµáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ý·³Ù³ÝùÝ»ñը£  

ê³Ï³ÛÝ ³ÛÅÙ՝ êáõñµ ¼³ïÇÏÇ ûñ»ñáõÝ« ³Ûë §Ýáñ¦ վկան»ñáõ գոյութեան իրազեկ ըլլալու 

·Çï³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ  տարի մը ³åñ»É¿ »ïù« Ù»½Ç Ã»ñ»õë  áõÕÕáõÃÇõÝ »õ ³é³çÝáñ¹áõÃÇõÝ ÏñÝ³Ý ï³É 

²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇÝ Ù¿ç ÛÇßáõ³Í  ÚÇëáõëÇ Ú³ñáõÃ»³Ý ³Ï³Ý³ï»ëÝ»ñÁ£     

ÚÇñ³õÇ՝ ëáõñµ»ñÁ å³ñ½ Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ ¿ÇÝ£ ê³Ï³ÛÝ անոնք մեր հասկացողութիւնը չեն խոչընդոտեր, 

այլ անոնց å³ñ½áõÃÇõÝÁ ½Çñ»Ýù ûñÇÝ³Ï»ÉÇ »õ Ý»ñßÝãáõÙÇ ³ÕµÇõñ ÏÁ ¹³ñÓÝ¿: ºÃ¿ ³ÝáÝù 

·»ñµÝ³Ï³Ý ¿³ÏÝ»ñ ÁÉÉ³ÛÇÝª ³ÝÃ»ñÇ áõ ³é³ùÇÝÇ Ï»³Ýùáí« Ù»Ýù åÇïÇ ëù³Ýã³Ý³ÛÇÝù ³ÝáÝó 

íñ³Û« ë³Ï³ÛÝ ÝáÛÝ ³ï»Ý åÇïÇ ãÏ³ñ»Ý³ÛÇÝù Ñ»ï»õÇÉ ³ÝáÝó ûñÇÝ³ÏÇÝª  պատրուակներ 

÷Ýïé»Éáí£ ²ÛÝ ·Çï³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ Ã¿ ³ÝáÝù å³ñ½ Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ ¿ÇÝ – Ù»½Ç å¿ë ³Ûñ»ñ áõ ÏÇÝ»ñ – Ù»ñ 

áõë»ñáõÝ íñ³Û ÏÁ ¹Ý¿ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõáõÃÇõÝÁ սրբակեաց Ï»³Ýù ³åñ»Éáõ £    

²Ûë ·Çï³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ ³ÝÏ³ëÏ³Í µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý Ù»Í³·áÛÝ Û»Õ³÷áÕáõÃÇõÝÝ ¿« զáñ øñÇëïáÝ¿áõÃÇõÝÁ 

µ»ñ³õ ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ£ øñÇëïáëÇ ûñ»ñáõ Ï³Ûë»ñ³Ï³Ý Ñ»Ã³Ýáë³Ï³Ý ³ßË³ñÑÇÝ Ù¿ç « Ñ»ñáëÝ»ñÁ 

ã³ëïáõ³ÍÝ»ñáõ ë»ñáõÝ¹Ý ¿ÇÝ, ինքնին անհասանելի գերմարդկային վիճակ մը£ Ð»ñáëներու 

կրած տառապանքներու նկարագրութիւնը, այսինքն՝  áÕµ»ñ·áõÃիւնը մարդիկ սարսափեց-

նելու նպատակ կը հետապնդէր, áñå¿ë ½Ç անոնք գոհանային Ù³ÑÏաÝ³óáõի իրենց վիճակէն« 

քանի որ անհոգ Ñ»Ã³Ýáë ã³ëïáõ³ÍÝ»ñáõ ուշադրութեան արժանի չէին կրնար նկատուիլ£ 

Ասիկա բաղդատեցէք պարագային հետ ùñÇëïáÝեայ ëáõñµ»ñուÝ« áñáÝù կու գան կ»³ÝùÇ այլ եւ 

այլ բնագաւառÝ»ñ¿Ý ¨ Û³×³Ë« մինչեւ ×·Ý³Å³ÙÇ å³Ñը ×³Ý³ãáõÙ ã»Ý ·ï³Í áñå¿ë µ³ó³éÇÏ 

³ÝÑ³ïÝ»ñ£ ²ÝáÝó վարք»ñÁ ÏÁ բացայայտեն ½Çñ»Ýù ßñç³å³ïáÕ ³ßË³ñÑÇ Ý»Ý·áõÃÇõÝÝ áõ 

³Ý³ñ¹³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ« »õ կ՛ընդհատեն մեզ, որպէս զի ինքնագոհ ·Ý³Ñ³ïանք շռայլենք Ù»½ ßñç³-

å³ïáÕ ³ßË³ñÑին: ²ÝáÝó ã³ñã³ñ³ÝùÁ Ñ»ñáë³Ï³Ý ¿« á°ã ³Ýáñ Ñ³Ù³ñ« áñ գլուխ կը վերցնէ 

³Ý½·³Û ã³ëïáõ³ÍÝ»ñու դէմ« ³ÛÉ áñáíÑ»ï»õ ³Ý Ï՛օրինակէ ÷áñÓ³éáõÃիւնը ²ëïáõ³Íáր¹ւոյն« 

áñ Æñ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ ëÇñáÛն Ñ³Ù³ñ ³åñ»ó³õ« ½·³ó »õ ã³ñã³ñáõ»ó³õ՝ անոնց կողքին£ 

êáõñµ ¼³ïÏáõ³Ý Ññ³ßùÁ ³ÛÝ ³õ³Ý¹Ý ¿« áñáõÝ ÷³ñ»ó³Ý µáÉá°ñ ëáõñµ»ñÁ£ àñù³Ý ³É áñ ³ÝáÝó 

Ï»³ÝùÁ å³ñ½ »Õ³Í ¿ñ« øñÇëïáëÇ Ú³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ Ïñ»Éáí Çñ»Ýó ëÇñï»ñáõ Ù¿çª ³ÝáÝù 

÷³é³õáñáõ»ó³Ý£ ºõ »ñµ կողմնորոշման Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÁ Ñ³ë³õ՝ ÇÝãå¿ë  ³é³ù»É³Ï³Ý ¹³ñáõÝ« 
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