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Ordinary Saints

Peter was sitting in the outdoor courtyard when a maid came up to him and said, “You too were with
Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before everyone, saying, “I don’t know what you mean.” ...
After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them:
your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know
the man!” Immediately the cock crowed — and Peter remembered the saying of Jesus: “Before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times.” He went outside, and wept bitterly. (MATTHEW 26:69-75)

EASTER IS OUR GREAT STORY OF VICTORY, our assurance of triumph. In the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, God’s love for mankind won the contest against man’s age-old enemies, Sin and Death.
The faithful are promised to share in that victory.

But to read the gospels, one is struck by the aura of failure that overhangs the figures in the
resurrection story. Consider the situation of the disciple Peter. In a supreme moment of
decision, he denies even knowing Jesus, the teacher he has followed for three years. It's a
failure of discipleship —and worse, of friendship. Yet Peter is clearly not a venal or evil man; in
many ways he merely does what anyone else would do in the same situation. Peter’s failure
merely proves how ordinary he is.

The all-too-ordinary disciple has plenty of company in the Easter story. Along with Peter’s
denial, we witness the tearful despair of Mary Magdalene outside the tomb; the discouragement
of the disciples on the road to Emmaus; the skepticism of Thomas; the terror of the main body
of disciples hiding out in the upper room. We are tempted to ask: What are these stories doing in
the Gospel at all?

Scripture offers no direct answer to this question; but it does lead us to an observation. The
great Easter message of hope, redemption, and new life was Christ’s gift to the world. But to
carry it forward into the world, Jesus entrusted his gift to messengers like these: the flawed and
fearful, the discouraged and doubtful. Ordinary people, whose only distinction was that they
had borne witness to something beyond understanding.

How remarkable it is to realize that these were the earliest Christian saints! For eventually,
Peter and the rest became martyrs for Christ. They were individuals of no special distinction.
But in light of our Lord’s resurrection they found the inner strength to stand with him, and not
to deny him, in the end. “Saint” is the name we give to such people.

Sainthood has been a subject of renewed interest in the Armenian Church lately. In the month
following Easter, we will mark the anniversary of the canonization of the Holy Martyrs of the
Armenian Genocide: the first Armenian saints to have been acknowledged in hundreds of
years. The canonization was a great milestone for our nation; but like all weighty moral
undertakings, it did not occur without questions. Good and serious people questioned whether
it was possible to acknowledge such a large company of people as saints of the church. Indeed,
one can say with certainty that the vast majority of Genocide martyrs — people we now regard
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as saints —were flawed or otherwise unremarkable in their lives, apart from the circumstances
of their sainthood.

But now, after a year of living in the consciousness of these “new” saints, and with Easter again
before us, perhaps we can find guidance in the Gospel account of those who witnessed the
resurrection.

The saints are indeed ordinary people. But far from being an obstacle to our understanding, the
very ordinariness of the saints is what makes them examples — permits them to be aspirational
figures for us. If they were superhuman beings with seamlessly virtuous lives, we might admire
them; but we would have a ready excuse, an alibij, for failing to live up to their example.
Realizing that they were ordinary people —men and women just like us — places the responsibility
to live saintly lives directly on our shoulders.

This is surely one of the great moral revolutions Christianity brought into the world. To the
imperial pagan world of Christ’s time, heroes were the offspring of gods —an unattainable
distinction. The spectacle of heroic suffering — tragedy —was meant to make men tremble,
while encouraging them to rest satisfied that, as mortals, they were beneath the notice of the
careless pagan divinities.

Contrast this with the Christian saints, who have arisen from every station of life, and often are
not even recognized as special until some moment of crisis. Their stories are meant to expose
the deceit and injustice underlying the world around them —and to disrupt our own self-
satisfied appraisal of the world around us. Their suffering is heroic not because it defies
unfeeling gods, but because it imitates the experience of God’s Son —who lived, felt and
suffered alongside his children, out of love for them.

The miracle of Easter is the gift that all the saints embraced. However ordinary their lives may
have been, carrying Christ’s resurrection in their hearts magnified them. When their moment of
decision came —whether in the Apostolic Age, in 1915, or even today —they refused to deny their
Lord.

It falls to us to accept our own role in this drama. As the Easter story shows, Christ entrusted
his message of faith, love, and redemption to people no different from us. Carrying it forward
has been the work of dozens, hundreds, millions of faithful individuals —our own ancestors
among them. That gift now rests in our hands, and whether it continues to be carried forward
through another century is largely up to us. Let that thought guide us this Easter, as we greet
Christ’s resurrection for the first time in the company of our sainted Genocide Martyrs, and
affirm with them the truth of those immortal words:

Krisdos haryav ee merelotz! Orhnyal eh harootiunun Krisdosee!
Christ is risen from the dead! Blessed is the resurrection of Christ!
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«Gpp NEmpnu qoipup’ Quithpn Gumwo Ep, wqwifuhl dp Blwn winp G puwn. “nid wy
Quupytiwgh Bhunup hkn Hhp’ Pwjg wi nyuguin popnphl ghibwg pubymy. “Obd gfuntin hls hn
Juoupu” ... Lhs np hnl qunlininnGlpn pupl Ninpnupl. “Ppuwgbu nnil wy winbgdt 0HG bu,
npm/htunki fuoupbpn §p dunnlhl plq ™ Uyl unnbl uljuwi Ggnyly n bppnod plly pubing. “Gu sl
dwlstwn wyn dwpnp” bulinG wpwqunp Jwiskg: Mnpnu jhpkg Shuniup fuoupn np ppkiG
puwd kp. “Upwnunp shwlswd bphp wlqud whnp mpuwbwy ghu’. G1 nnipu Gybinyg quntuulbu
Juguy: (Uunnplunu h2 69-75)

unree QUShye UGSk ZUUUL U ULUUDL UG0UGN3L YENLY E, dbp junpuGuyhG
qpuiwfwlp: Shumu Lphunnuph Swpniptiwdp dwpnniptiwl hwinty Qunmon) ukpp qglwnbg
dwpnnil nupuinp p2GuwdhGhpp’ dbnp6 b dwhp, G wyn junpuGuwyhG dwuGuyhg nuntuint
fununnmuip mpnibguwt hwmwwmwgbwGhpmG:

Uwluw)G UthnmwpwGGbpp juppuny dwpn lllulu,lzb Suwnniptiwl wwwminpbhwl dwulwlhg
ntuptpnt Ynnuk wupgniws dwhunnmptwG ngh up, np Yp hwdwyt : LGGEGp NbEwnpnu wnwpbiwih
Jugniphilp: OpnuwG qipwgngG yywhniG, w6 Yp vt np Yp dwisGuy Shunup' hp nunighyp, npmG
htmlwod tinwo Ep tptip wdpnng mwphl: Uuhw pquumhwpuwiniptwl dwfunnqubpl k, G mwuthG
Juwunwagn)ln pupbjuinptwl: Ot Manpnu wliuyqpenilp Jud swp dEYp skp, wl quwpquytu
U'nGkn wyG hGs np nuk SEYp whwnh pGep GnyGuyhuh wwpwqugh dp: Mnpnuh dwfunnniphiGp
wuwpquuwtu Yn thwuwnt, pt hGywhuh unynpuyuw dEYG tp wd:

Unynpuwljw b nuuwlupgh yuwunuwinng wju wpwltpmp puqiwpht pwjunwihgbtin nuh Quumjw-
Jul yuwdniptwG dkg: Mbwmpnup mpugnihl gniquhtin’ wjuwiwwmbu §'ppubp qipiqiwGh npuG
wnobit Uwphwd UwgqnuntiGuwghh wpnwuntwhiwnb jniuwhwnnipbw G, Evdwniuh dwlGwwwphhG
wywtpnltpm jnuwpniptiwb , Enydwuh pipwhwiwnniptiwG, yepGunmwb dte wnwpbw)Gtipnt
hhiGwlw6 funiph wh nt vwpuwthhG: Ujyu pnnphG h mbtu’ §p mwupnihGp htntibw] hwpgnudp pGg.
«Unpntop hGsn®t wju yuwwmdniphtGGtpp mtin gqunuwo G6 WitmwpwGhG dkex:

Uunnwow)nilyp ninuijh sh ywwmwufuwlbp wju hwpgnmihG, vwljw) G dtqh fjunphppuotine wnhp
Unt wmwy: Snjup, thpjugnpsmptiwl L Gnp Yhwlph Qunjuljul yuwwnquin Lphunnuh dhowqn)G
nGowG £ wphuwnphhG: G wfuwnphh Uke” Shuntu hp wiwlnp ubpniGnt utipniln hhnfuwGgbn ww)-
wmoln yunwhbgun wjuyhuh ptiph L Gpyynn, jniuwhwn te phipwhunwm wGdbpnt: Mwpq Ydwpnhy,
npnlg dhwly mwppbpniphtGl wy6 tp, np wlnlp wwlntu Jyuwbbnl thG dwpgyuyhl dhnptl no
hwujugnnmptGEG Jtp hpnnmiptwG dp:

Nppw” G junulywyua t mhqpun}umhull‘ pk wunlp thG wunpwuhl pphunnGbuy umpptipp:
Mbtwunnpnu L YhruGtipp pupdwl Lppunnup Gwhwwmw] JyuGbpp: WanlGp puguwnhy yupnnniptw G nkp
wlhwwbp sEhG: Uwluw)G Shpng SwpniptiwG injuhl 2Gnphht wGnlp ingnpnitkgut GepphG
nidwljuuniplwdp Up ulqlhin Wanp YnnphG L ny pt qUj6 nipuGune: Uyuyhuh dwpnhy dtlp
Unswo Llp «unippbipy»:

UppmiphiGp ytipohG ppowGhG <wy Gytintiging dte nupdtiw htmwppppniptiwG wnwpluy nupdwo t:
Quunhyhl juenpnnn wduntG whwh GptGp uppunuudwl muptnupén dtp Unipp Luhwnwy-
ﬁhpmﬁ‘ JtpohG hwpppwidbwyGbpm pGpwgphl uppwnuwuniwd wnwohl hwy umpptinniG:
Uppwnwunwip dto hwlgpnuwG dpl tp ovtp wqghG hwdwp, pwjg hGywytu wiktG swlpuyphn
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pupnyulwl hupgh Up qupuquiht' wju whquud ko kpob upaplniphtaibp: Rwptdhon b iy
dwnnhy hwpgnighG pt wpntop hGwpwin®p Ep 0k wlquitl puqdwpht dwpnng funidp dp hnywybg
npytu LYtnkging umppbn: Shpwth Jupkph k puty, pt Stnuuwwlniptiwl GwhwnwlGipniG dto
Jwup (wGdtp qnpu dkGp wjuop unipptin Yp GuwntiGp), ptipniphilGltp niGEhG, Yud waGwl dwpnhy
thG hptiGg YhwlphG gk, ujwwnh swunubing winlGg uppniptiuG hwlquiwlpGtpp:

UwluwyG wydd Unipp Quinhyh optipniG, wyu «Gnpy» Jubtpn gnimipbwi hpuqhl prrugnt
qhnwygmptiwdp wnwph dp wyptit tup, dbqh ptiptitu ninnnipht b e wnweGnpyniphtG YpGu G nwy
UWitnmwpwGhG k9 jhpnmwd 3huntuh SwpniptiwlG wijwlGwwnmbultpn:

Bhpuub‘ unipplipp wwnpq dwpnhly thG: Uwlw)l wintp dkp hwuljugnnniphiop skt ungpunnunknp,
wy] wnbg wwpgqniphilp qhptiGp ophGultith Gt Gpp Gynudh wnphip Yp nupdGl: Gpt winbp
qtinpGwlwl twyGtp ppuyht wipbph nt wnwphth Yawlpny, dklp yhwnh upwlswlwjhlp winlg
Ypwy, uwluwyG Gny6 wnbG ywhwnh squpttuwihGp htimtithy wnGg ophGwyhG wwwnpniwlubkp
hGunntny: UG ghmwlygniphilp pt wGnlp yunpq dwpnhy thG — dtqh wku wyptp m Yhlbp — dbp
nwtipniG Yypwy Yp nGt yuwumwupwGwmnimphiGp uppuljbwg Yhwlp wwypbne :

Uju ghnnwygniphilp wljwuywo pupnyuyul dtowgqn)l jnuthnnmpm GG t, qnp Lphunnliniphilp
ptpu wpfuwnphhG: Lphunnuh optipnt Yuwjubkpwyw htipwlnuwwl wyfuwnphhG dtye , hipnulGtpp
swumnwdGtpnt ukipniln thG, huptuhtt wthwuwubh gipdwnpguyhtt Jh&wly dp: <tpnuttkpne
Ypws nunuwwiphbpnt dtjupugpniphip, wyuhiph npphipgniphtip vwpghl vwpuuthbg-
ulnt tyunwy Yp hbnmwyunkp, npytu gh wintp gnhwbwghtt swhywbwgnih hpkug hdwmyktu,
pwith np wthng htipw6nu jwunmuwoltpnt nupwnpnipbwb wpdwh skh Yptwp tunnthy:

Uuhlw punpuntgkp wupwquyht htwn pphunnGhug unipptipniG, npnGp Ynt qut YhwGph wy b
w)] pbwquiunGhptG b jwdwiu, vhsk dqGuwdwidh wwhp Swlwynd sk6 qunuo nputu pugwnhy
wlhwwGbp: WanGg Jupptipp Yp puguyujnki ghptiGp 2pgwuwjwnnn wuwnphh GhGgniphtGG n
whwpnupniphilp, B pinhwnkb dkq, npytu gh huplwgnh qGuhunwbp snwy kup dtq ypow-
wwwunn wfuwnphht: UWanGg swpswpwlpp htipnuww k. n’s winp hwdwp, np giniha Yp yepguk
wlqquy) swumnnwoGtipnt nkd, w)p npnyhtinte wa q'ophhuﬂﬂ: thnpdwnmphrup Qunmniwonpningi,
np bp quuuyGepmG uhpnyt hwdwp wyptguit, qquig b zwpzwpnthgwl‘ wlintig Ynnpht:

Unipp QuunyniwG hpwpn wjl wwlnb £, npnel hwptiguG pninp unipptinp: OppwG wy np winGg
ytwlpp wupq tnuo tp, Lphunnuh Swpniphilp Yptinyg hptlg vhpntipnt 49" wlnlp
thwnuwinpniigwG: Gt tipp nnudunpnodw dwdwGuyp hwuwt hGswtu wnwpbjwyw6 qupn,
1915-ph6 Yud mwwihG wjuon, wlnlp Wkpdtghl hptlg Stpp nipuuwg:

Utilip wupuhGp plnniGhy dtp nhpp wju yuptinp hpuqupdniptiwG dke: bGswtu Quunuywd
wwwnnwiniphiln gnyg Ynt mwy, Shuntu bp hwiwwnphG, uhpnyG L thpugnpsmptiul yunquiip
thnjuwtidig wudbkpnt, npnlp mwpptip sEhG dhqut: Uju yuwmqudp hptipwjwennn utipniGnGbpniG
thnfuwGglip tnuwo L wnwpbjmphilp mwultwl, hwphipuwnn, dhihnGuinp hwwnmwgtug Gtipn,
wlinGg JunghG Gwti dtp Gwhulhwg: Ujdd dbp dtnptipniG dkeG E wjn wiwbnp, np ubipnilnk ubipm Gn
thnfuwlghtipn vtp wupmwlwlinphtG6 E: ©Onn wyn dnwonip wnweGnpnk tkq wyu Unipp
QuunlnmuwG ppowGha, tpp wnwehl wlquy puny Yp nphiwnptiip Lphunnup Swpnmiphilp Stnuu-
wuwmptiwb dtp UnippipniG htin b wGnGg htmn shwuhG §p hwunwwntlp un)G wGdwh juouphtt
Gydwupunughniphilp, pt’

L0hUSNU 3UrcUr h UGHGLAS.
or<'LvGUL E sULNMohMLL LLRUSNUD.
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