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AGENDA 
 
 

1. Dues Paid Member Registration from 12:00 to 12:30 pm* 
 

All dues paid members must register and receive their ballot at the registration table. 
 

*Note:  Those parishioners who paid their 2014 dues are eligible to vote in this year’s assembly.  Any parishioner may attend the 
assembly. Payment of 2015 dues will be accepted and registered for next year’s assembly. 

 

2. Opening Prayer 
 
3. Roll Call/Verification of Eligible Voters 
 

4. Approval of the minutes of the previous (2013-2014) Assembly 
 
5. Election of the Chairperson and Secretary of the Assembly 
 
6. Approval of this year’s (2014-2015) Assembly Agenda 
 
7. Nominating Committee Report/ Elections/Final Results 
 

A. Parish Council    Five (5) Members 
B. Auditing Committee   One (1) Member 
C. Nominating Committee   Three (3) Members 

 

8. Pastor’s Message/Report 
 
9. Report of the Parish Council/Chairman 
 
10. Diocesan Delegate’s Report 
 
11. Reports of Parish Organizations 
 

 Women’s Guild 

 Sunday School 

 ACYOA Seniors 

 ACYOA Juniors 
 

12. Report of the Treasurer/Financial Report 
 
13. Church Hall Committee Update 
 
14. New Business 
 
15. Closing Prayer and Benediction 
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MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL ASSEMBLY (CONVENED ON FEB. 9, 2014) 
 
Acting Assembly Chair Aram Megerian calls meeting to order, acting Secretary Teresa Haidarian 
taking minutes.  
 

Opening prayer - Der Hovnan 
 

Roll call verification of eligible voters. 152 members eligible, 48 present for roll call. Not a quorum. 
Motion from the floor to conduct meeting without a quorum. Seconded. Motion passes 
unanimously.  
 

Next item of business, minutes approved of previous assembly. 
 

Next, voting is opened for assembly chair and assembly secretary as listed on the ballot. No 
nominations from the floor. Voting ensues by show of hands, elected are Aram Megerian, chair and 
Teresa Haidarian, secty.  
 

Assembly agenda - No opposition to approve agenda. Agenda approved. 
 

Nominating committee report – slate of candidates presented by Eileen Barsamian-Jennings.  It was 
hard to get candidates this year, we ask for your cooperation in stepping forward to serve church and 
thank those who did. 
 

Parish Council and auditing committee elections – Chairman Aram called to open elections. Opened 
up nominations from the floor for parish council. None. Auditing committee nominations from the 
floor. None. 
 

Voting for Parish Council and auditing committee takes place by secret ballot. Ballots are collected 
and counted while assembly agenda continues. 
 

Pastor’s report – refer to p. 4. Recognizes parish council members and faithful stewards of the church 
for their hard work. We might be the best at reaching out through social media, mail etc...and very 
welcoming to get people connected to St. Hagop Church. Yet membership, those willing to run for 
office, attendance perhaps has peaked in our village church. Thus, our mission ahead is no longer 
growing the size of the church, but growing the faith, service and dedication of those within it. Der 
Hayr will pursue a doctorate these coming years and has received an individual scholarship and one 
from the diocese to cover most expenses, he is responsible for the remaining expense. He thanked 
the church for offering 2-3 weeks a year to undergo this ongoing training.  
 

Stepan Serpekian presented his parish council report. No questions from the floor. 
 

Election results are in: 

 Nominating committee – Karen Minassian, Alysia Ekizian, and Eileen Barsamian-Jennings are 
elected 

 Auditing Committee - Adrienne Vartanian-Dikranian is elected 

 Parish Council - Chuck Begian, George Kamajian, Mallory Maslar, Charles Sarkisian are 
elected 
 

https://app.etapestry.com/prod/entityRoleHome.do?selectedSection=1&entityRoleRef=2866.0.28366
https://app.etapestry.com/prod/entityRoleHome.do?selectedSection=1&entityRoleRef=2866.0.28486
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Dr. Hagop Mashikian presented the delegate’s report. We had two delegates this year and the report 
is submitted by the two delegates, Chuck Sarkisian and Dr. Hagop Mashikian. Dr. Hagop pointed out 
that Srpazan logs in many miles in travel throughout the globe in the performance of his duties. He 
praised Srpazan for his hard work. In addition to the report, Dr. Hagop rendered his resignation as 
diocese delegate.  
 

Der Hayr added a thank you for Dr. Hagop’s years of service and said that his alternate is the very 
capable David Kazarian. 
 

Karen Minassian presented the women’s guild report and reminded members to bring their baked 
goods for the parish bazaar on Saturday. Read entire report on page 14 
 

Mallory Maslar referred to her report on the ACYOA Seniors on page 16 
 

Chuck Begian referred to his auditing committee report on page 17 
 

Chris Sassouni presented his financial report. This year we have added a fully itemized budget for 
the year, an advance from the more general budget offered in the past. Chris mentioned the 
continued evolution and progress of all accounting and bookkeeping procedures and mentioned the 
terrific progress in our cultural hall campaign. 
 

Fr. Hovnan added that we would like to get 100% participation in giving to build the church hall. The 
amount donated is not as important as much as participation. This hall will belong to all of the 
members and it is important that all members donate. 
 

Chair Aram asked for a vote to accept budget. No opposition. Budget approved. 
 

The Chair announced that if you plan a large donation to have the privilege of naming the hall or 
specific rooms within the hall, be sure to be in contact so there will no confusion over the naming 
rights. 
 

The Shahnasarians are planning a hall fundraiser on May 9, 2014 at their house.  Srapzan will be our 
honored guest. It will be an elegant affair and ticket prices will reflect a high end event. 
 

Aram asked if there was any new business. There being no new business, the meeting is closed.  
Aram thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 

Closing prayer – Der Hovnan. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Fr. Hovnan Demerjian  Aram Megerian  Teresa Haidarian 
 
 
 
Pastor                                             Assembly Chairman  Assembly Secretary 
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PASTOR’S REPORT 
 
The longer I serve at St. Hagop, the more my pastoral reports reflect the thanks and gratitude to all 
those without whom nothing would be accomplished at St.Hagop.  First, thanks to God for his many 
blessings on me and my family personally and His abundant blessings on this community which 
have allowed us to come this far together. 
 
Thanks also goes to those who joyfully took on the duties of leading our church, the 2014 Parish 
Council.  Under the dedicated chairmanship of Stepan Serpekian we accomplished much in 2014.  
Thanks to our other parish council members Andy Anusbigian, Chuck Begian, Dr. George Kamajian, 
David Kazarian, Mallory Maslar, Chuck Sarkisian, Chris Sassouni and Michael Shahnasarian for all 
their generous work.  Special thanks to our outgoing members, Stepan, Chris, David and Andy whose 
contribution to this church goes beyond words, but carries on in their lived example of dedicated 
stewardship. Vardzknerd Katar! 
  
Thanks to all who are faithful stewards of our beloved church by giving the best of their time, talent 
and treasure and keeping St. Hagop Armenian Church always before them in prayer! 
 

Worship 

Badarak 

 

This year, we celebrated 51 Badaraks 
together. Attendance at Badarak 
averaged 81 in 2014 (see chart). Fr. 
Hovnan offered 89 sermons in English 
and Armenian.  

Altar Servers 
 

Our altar servers continued their dedicated service to the church.  Thanks to all of our regular 
altar servers: Dn. Shahe Kochounian, S Dn. Vasken Serpekian, S Dn. Allan Tossoonian, S Dn. 
Jack Dikranian, acolytes Bobby Maslar & Michael Sarafian and Movses & Matthew Mangasar.  
Special thanks to Bobby for coming early every Sunday to take care of our altar. 

Choir  
 

Thanks to the director of our choir Stepan Serpekian for his leadership and his perfect 
attendance.  Thanks to all of our regular choir members for their commitment. Special thanks to 
Louise Yardumian, long time organist, soloist and director of our choir. 

Sacraments/Visits 

Baptisms  
Asher Anusbigian, Andru Axley, Roberta Babajan, Melani Babajan, Mikayel Gharibyan, Alla 
Amirova, Laura Abalova, Harrison Sarafian, Jazz Austin  

Weddings Vicken & Courtney Serpekian, Tom & Katherine Hally (marriage blessing) 

Funerals 
John Barsoumian, Manya Minasyan, Evelyn Bayandrian, Madeleine Mouradian, Boris Gyularyan, 
Gregory Zakarian(full funerals) Ardavst Unjian, George Cross, Angele Sinanian 
(requiem/blessing) 

Home 
Blessings 

Martha Anne Garabedian & Leo Kassabian, John & Letty Barsoumian, The Gyularian Family 

0
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Outreach /Membership 

Membership 
 
 

Membership growth seems to have plateaued, but it is holding steady. In the next years, the 
parish council is developing a plan to transition toward a stewardship based system that will 
drive our membership. Thanks to all who support us through membership. 

Membership Year  Membership Year 

150 2014  112 2008 

155 2013  89 2007 

160 2012  61 2006 

157 2011  67 2005 

140 2010  89 2004 

133 2009  74 2003 
 

Mailing List 

Every year Fr. Hovnan, the parish council, and you our parishioners, reach out to new potential 
parishioners.  Fr. Hovnan follows-up with calls, mail and email. In this way our community and 
our mailing list continue to grow.  This year we reached 966 addresses, not counting our youth.  
As always, many contacts were removed in our ongoing effort to keep our database current. 

 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

         
Total 

492 618 703 723 769 812 902 966 
 

Communications/Publications 

Email Blast 
 In addition to our website, St. Hagop communicates its news and events through email.  Fr. 

Hovnan compiled and sent an email every week to inform our community of events, and graphic 
emails for special events, funeral announcements, and seasonal greetings. This year, we switched 
email marketing services to mailchimp. The eblast is totally redesigned and includes videos, 
images, parishioner profiles, events, etc.  Also, in updating our service, we removed 71 bad email 
addresses, added almost 50 more and monitor what % of emails are opened and clicked. 
 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Email Addresses 75 192 306 376 443 494 509 485 
 

Social Media 

Many people like to keep in touch with St. Hagop through our Facebook Community which Fr. 
Hovnan maintains with the input of other occasional editors. Amazingly, we now have 561 
people that have joined our St. Hagop Facebook community, which we started just 4 years ago!  
This is an excellent source of outreach and PR for our community... 

 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Facebook Followers 0 295 426 561 654 
 

Weekly 
Bulletins/ 
Sermons 
 

For every Sunday and major holiday, Fr. Hovnan produces a bulletin with the purpose of 
keeping our community in touch with each other providing inspiration.  He also writes a sermon 
for each.  All bulletins and sermons are available online and have become a source of connection 
and spiritual growth for those who partake. 
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The Avedis 

 
The Avedis-In 2014 four issues of the Avedis newsletter were produced and delivered to your 
homes. The writing, editing, and design of the Avedis is an enormous task.  Thanks to Carla 
Megerian for her wonderful work in helping to produce our newsletter. 

Website/ 
Social Media 

 

In 2014, Fr. Hovnan redesigned the St. Hagop church website for a cleaner design and richer 
content. It contains sermons and videos, profiles our leadership, organizations, events and 
publications and integrates well with our social media. The star of our website remains our 
photos. Thanks to Teresa Haidarian for photo- documenting major events of our church. 
 

  

Organizations/Events 
 

Office 
Volunteers/ 
Professional 
Services 

 

It would not be possible to run our church without volunteer help.  Thanks to Sandi Oliva for 
her accounting work and David Kazarian for making this possible. Thanks to Debbie Higgins for 
her dedicated accounting work and Chris Sassouni for making this possible.  Thanks to Michelle 
Martino for her weekly cleaning of the church and David Kazarian for making this possible.  
Thanks to Shahe Kotchuniuan and Sergio Mouradian for helping to maintain the parish car. 

Faith 
Formation 

Lenten Program/Bible Study 2014 –On Wednesday evenings during great Lent, community 
members came together for a study on the Beatitudes led by Fr. Hovnan. 
 

St. Hagop Book Club-Parishioners met on Wednesday afternoons in October and November to 
discuss the Sunflower: On the Possibilities & Limits of  Forgiveness 
 

Theology on Tap -On the first Tuesday of the month since September, Fr. Hovnan has met 
with a large group of 20-something youth for fellowship and spiritual growth.  
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Faith Community Nurse-In order to better the physical and spiritual health of our 
parishioners, St. Hagop started their faith community nurse program.  Thanks to Nancy 
Poladian for her leadership as our church nurse.  Besides her regular care, we also hosted a 
speaker on nutrition which was well received. 
 

Instructed Divine Liturgy-On Oct. 12, Fr. Hovnan, the choir and narrators Eileen and Jean, led 
the first ever instructed divine liturgy in the St. Hagop sanctuary—deepening parishioner 
participation in the most important act of Christian life! 
 

ACYOA JRs Retreat-On the weekend of March 22-23, St. Hagop again hosted the FL regional 
teen retreat. Fr. Hovnan served as chaplain, offered worship, reflections & studies.  
 

ACYOA SRs Workshop-On the weekend of January 24-26, St. Hagop hosted the FL regional 
ACYOA SRs. Workshop. Fr. Hovnan served as chaplain, offered worship, reflections & studies.  
 

Deacon’s Training –Fr. Hovnan met for several weeks with young altar servers to advance their 
knowledge and faithfulness in serving on the altar. 
 

Faith Lectures-St. Hagop hosted Fr. Daniel Findikyan for a talk on the feats and fast of the 
Armenian Church and Fr. Mardiros Chevian for a presentation about St. Nersess Seminary.  
 

Meetings 

Churches make decisions as a group in meetings.  Fr. Hovnan has led or attended numerous 
meetings with the following bodies during the past year: 
 

 Parish Council 

 ACYOA Srs/Jrs Youth 

 Sunday School 

 Nominating Committee 

 Diocesan Assembly 

 Auditing Committee  

 Women’s Guild  

 100th Anniversary Committee 

 Church Hall Committee  

 Genocide Memorial 
Committee 

 Diocesan Clergy Conference 
 

Pastor 
Continuing 
Education 

 The Diocese mandates that all clergy participate yearly in a 3 day Lenten clergy to renew 
clergy spiritually as they journey through Lent. All expenses paid by Diocese. 

 

 During 2014, Fr. Hovnan continued his Doctor of Ministry program at Andover Newton 
Theological School. The program is designed as ongoing training for full time clergy to 
sharpen skills and knowledge for ministry through distance learning. All expenses paid by 
Diocese and Fr. Hovnan. 

Charitable 
Projects 

This year, St. Hagop continued its duty to model Christ in service of those in need.  Our 
community supported these charitable projects in 2014: 
 

 Armenian Syrian Relief 

 St. Nersess Seminary 

 Anonymous aid to those in need 

 Pinellas Hope 
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PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Welcome to our Annual Assembly. The words of the song titled MY WAY, sums up our journey on 
this honorable council. I will start with the end is near. Three of us will face the final curtain by the 
end of this assembly; myself, David Kazarian and Chris Sassouni. We will be reflecting back to our 
journey which started with your trust in our mission at St Hagop. Regrets, we've had a few; we did 
what we had to do and saw it through without exemption.  Yes, there were times, when there was 
doubt, we faced it all and stood tall. As we celebrate our Seventh year of the consecration I am 
pleased to deliver the news of our beloved community and the center of activities, on the west coast 
of Florida, St Hagop Armenian Church. The dream of having a community center is growing and the 
fundraising to deliver that commitment is well on its way to become a reality.  
 

Our immediate family and extended family are keeping us in their prayers for our growth and 
success. Our leadership, starting with Fr Hovnan and every member on the Parish Council is being 
used as reference for what a Parish can do when they are all working together. Transparency and 
trust are words that cannot be compromised and are rewarded by the generous donations of our 
families and friends near and far. Transparency is delivered by our webpage and displays the 
captured moments of our lives at church by with photos Teresa Haidarian.  The Sunday bulletins, 
the sermons, the different organizations, the fundraising goals and every event that is going to take 
place in our church. Gratitude goes to Fr Hovnan to maintaining and updating the web page. The 
trust gained by having our finances organized, under the leadership of our treasurer Chris Sassouni. 
We have organized our records to reflect the true financial status of St Hagop at any day of the year. 
Our Church attendance is steady, Sunday services are averaging about 80 attendees and we are 
thankful to all of you. St Hagop is where the heart and love is. Thanks to Fr Hovnan for keeping in 
touch with all the Armenians in our community, from the students at the universities to the elderly 
at the nursing homes. 
 

Here is a brief recap of what happened to our child, our beloved St. Hagop Church, since our last 
annual Parish Assembly of February 9, 2014. 
 

Fr. Hovnan Demerjian: The first child, Narek, is coming to church every Sunday, paying a visit to 
Fr. Hovnan and making sure that he is being vested properly. He checks the altar and choir to make 
sure that everything is in place for receiving the gift from God and praying for our continuity. Thank 
you Yn. Anna for making sure that Narek is with us every Sunday. We wish and pray that God’s 
blessings continue upon them. The Parish Council negotiated Fr. Hovnan’s stipend. Our dedicated 
Pastor has an annual employment agreement that is reviewed prior to the beginning of the New 
Year. His stipend is based on the annually adjusted Diocesan mandatory minimums plus a little 
more, even though he deserves a lot more, additional increments for years of service since his 
ordination and the Parish Size, housing allowance, three weeks of vacation time including three 
Sundays and six major holidays and an annual pension at the end of each year. The church vehicle is 
used by him to reach parishioners at home, hospitals or hospices. St Hagop pays for his medical 
insurance which increased significantly this year, as a result to the new healthcare guidelines. Details 
are in the Payroll Expenses section of the budget. We are truly blessed to have him as our shepherd.  
 

Parish Council: Gratitude goes to the team members who stayed on board and were elected again 
to serve our Parish another term. Each term is for two years. Chuck Sarkisian, Dr George Kamajian 
and Mallory Maslar were elected for their second term. Chuck Begian was elected for his third term.  
At our first meeting the officers were elected to the following positions:- Stepan Serpekian-Chair, 
Mallory Maslar-Vice Chair, Chris Sassouni-Treasurer, Charles Sarkisian-Asst. Treasurer, Chuck 
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Begian-Secretary. Our Parish Delegates are David Kazarian and Charles Sarkisian. Our gratitude 
continues to David for sharing his office space for our monthly Parish Council meetings and for 
storage space. David and Chris each donate the services of their bookkeepers to help maintain our 
accounts as accurate and transparent; ensuring that every entry reflects every income and expense, 
and is documented with the supporting evidence being a bill or a copy of the check.   
 

112th Diocesan Assembly: The 112th Diocesan Assembly took place in May of 2014 in New York at the 
St. Vartan Cathedral. The Parish Council Chairperson’s meeting had an open discussion over the 
services of the Diocese to the local parishes from training programs to workshops to guidelines. 
Fundraising was a challenge to all of us. Membership dues and the trends of decline were a concern 
to most. The Diocesan assessment and its advantages to the local Parishes were reviewed. Sunday 
school and its need was discussed in length and the support of the families and members were 
strongly emphasized to the success of the program. Eastern and western dialects were becoming 
issues in some of the Parishes. A centralized web page has been developed that will direct PC Chairs 
to success stories, developing ideas and support.  
 

The 113th Diocesan assembly will be hosted by St. Mary Church in Washington, D.C. where delegates 
have the opportunity to take part in many special events presidedover by His Holiness Karekin II, 
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the 
Great House of Cilicia, in addition to many dignitaries.  Armenians across the nation, including 
representatives from the Western Diocese, Eastern and western Prelacy are expected to converge in 
Washington for the weeklong event.  The 114th Diocesan assembly will be hosted by the Cleveland 
Parish. The 115th Diocesan assembly in May of 2017 will be hosted by our Parish at St Hagop.  
 

Diocesan Loan: As you all know the Diocesan Council lent $200,000 from the Armenian Church 
Endowment Fund (ACEF) to St. Hagop Church on April 20, 2007 to complete construction in time 
for the consecration. In addition, another $50,000 in interest accrued on the line of credit the 
Diocese extended on behalf of St. Hagop Church which eventually become our mortgage. These 
monies were to be paid back upon the sale of the property. Due to donor exhaustion and the limited 
sources of our community, the Parish Council decided to pay off the mortgage debt completely and 
renegotiate the terms of payments to the diocese endowment fund. We had emphasized the fact that 
St Hagop was the only parish that does not have a cultural hall for its activities and that the 
construction of such a project will take precedence to any repayment schedule. No Changes to the 
status of the loan have been made. 
 

Cultural Events:   In April we remembered our ancestors who gave their lives to the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915.  We had a short program under the direction of Art Ekizian. Throughout the year 
off and on we offered adult Armenian classes and adult religious presentations. The ACYOA Jr 
families have been hosting family events to the members promoting the unity in youth and their 
growth. The ACYOA Srs centralized regional retreat was hosted by our church in January. This is 
another success story of the youth as they plan and develop the future of our church and become 
active members on the Altar, Parish Council and as delegates. 
 

Fund Raising Events: In February we had our third Winter Bazaar, this time under the direction of 
Dr George Kamajian, with two days of events promoting the parish and welcoming new comers. 
Mark your calendar for the Fourth Winter Bazaar on Palm Sunday March 29, 2015 under the 
direction of Dr George Kamajian. On line auction sponsored and directed by Andrew Anusbigian. In 
May we had a Church Hall elegant fund raising reception at Michael & Jean Shahnasarian’s 
residence. The diocesan vicar Very Rev Fr Simeon Odabashian, represented our primate, Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian, who was called to attend a meeting by his Holiness. The 6th anniversary dance 
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was replaced by the Kef Time weekend program sponsored by David Kazarian. Thanks to the 
sponsors, supporters, volunteers and attendees. The second New Year dance celebration took place 
at the Hilton Carillon Park, St Petersburg. The New Year was welcomed with the entertainment of 
Robert Chilingirian and 129 guests in attendance. Thanks to your support in our membership, we 
have a lot of new comers joining our mission and some dropping off for other reasons.   
 

Church News:   
Narthex Memorial Wall: We have 18 opportunities remaining for donors to have their names or the 
names of their relatives, engraved on the remaining border for $1,250.00 each. 
 

Memorial Tree project: We have a fair number of donors that dedicated a tree to their ancestors. 
We still have 32 more to be used. Please see Karen Minassian for having your ancestors’ name on a 
memorial tree. Lg palm trees (2) are for $1,500.00 each, Foxtail Palm (4) @ $1,200.00 each, Magnolia 
(4) @ $600.00 each, Holly Bushes (6) @ $600.00 each, Crepe Myrtle (10) @ $600.00 each, Bradberry 
Pearl (3) @ $600.00 each and Oak (2) @ $1,200.00 each. 
 

Choir: We have been blessed by the talented and dedicated organist Louise Yardumian who also has 
the vocal gift to sing our solos whenever she can attend. We extend our gratitude to all volunteers 
that share their vocal abilities to make our Sunday service an enjoyable one. We encourage and 
welcome more talents to join us. 
 

Pavilion: Our only venue at this point to socialize after the Church on Sundays. Thanks to all 
volunteers who make the coffee hour possible.   
 

The future:  As you all are aware, the St. Hagop Armenian Church project was based on two parts. 
One was the sanctuary and the second was having the multipurpose (all purpose) hall. The sanctuary 
is in good health and standing tall as it should be. I am honored to say that we will start construction 
by having a ground breaking ceremony on April 12, 2015. Our Primate, Abp. Khajag Barsamian will be 
in attendance and bless the ground and at the same time bless the memorial project that will be 
constructed in dedication to the 100th anniversary of the Armenian genocide. More details are in the 
Church Hall report. To all those who pledged, a big thank you. To those who pledged and paid a 
bigger thank you. To those who have not participated by pledging or donating, may I ask what are 
you waiting for? The famous January 20, 1961 Inaugural Address of President John F. Kennedy comes 
to mind “ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your country”. Take a 
hard look at yourself and ask what have you done to your church lately? Those who are saying that 
“we will support once the hall is built” are in reality saying “do not count on me but I will use the 
services as I see it fit to me”. If you haven’t extended your support, the amount is not as crucial as the 
motion of it, do it now. The time has come to open up your heart and let your hand deliver your 
thoughts in a form of pledge or donation. If you do not believe in your obligation, being a baptized 
Armenian, then 100 years’ denial of our ancestors’ demise in the genocide for being Armenians and 
Christians has no meaning for you. 
 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who believed in us and have been 
very supportive of our efforts. Your kind words and support is the result of our limitless energy to do 
what is right for our parish. Gratitude also goes to Fr. Hovnan for being so energetic, caring and 
generous. As for the members of the Parish Council, who spend a lot of their energy, time and 
resources for the well-being of St. Hagop Armenian Church, they really give the true meaning of the 
acronym TEAM: Together Everyone Achieves More.   Thanks to each and every one of you! 
 

Stepan H Serpekian 
PC Chairman 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 

I am writing to you for the fifth time as the Treasurer of St. Hagop Armenian Church.  Per church by-
laws, I will be stepping down from this position in February when a new Treasurer will be elected by 
the Parish Council. 
 

I first joined the Parish Council in February of 2009.  It seems like an eternity.  At the time, I had no 
idea of the magnitude of the challenges that the church was facing.  It was so hard for me to make 
sense of the crisis facing us given that we had just celebrated the consecration of the church in 
October of 2007.  What a special moment this was.  Since 301 A.D., the centerpiece of all Armenian 
communities was their beloved church.  And now, our Armenian village here in Pinellas Park, 
Florida finally had its own church.  St. Hagop Armenian Church could now become a beacon of 
spiritual light for our scattered community and a gathering place for Armenians widely scattered 
throughout Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties, and as far south as Sarasota. 
 

Once the celebration had died down, however, reality began to sink in.  In early 2009, as I reviewed 
the financial statements of the church for the first time, I found a church that had a $1.2 million 
mortgage and annual operating expenses of about $160,000.  The problem was that the parish only 
had 112 dues-paying members.  Needless to say, the Parish Council was faced with a crushing debt 
load from the mortgage and huge overhead expenses relative to the small size of our parish. 
 

None of the Parish Council members who served from 2009 through 2012 will ever forget the 
meetings where we would decide which one of us would be paying specific bills that were due.  
While this is burned in my memory, there is something else that I recall about my fellow Parish 
Council members.  They had extremely strong faith in our church and community.  For all of us – 
FAILURE WAS NOT AN OPTION!! 
 

We knew the importance of our church to our beloved Armenian community.  And so we all stepped 
out in faith.  Despite what seemed like an almost impossible challenge, I kept recalling Jesus’ words 
in Matthew 17:30 – “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”   
 

Just like Jesus promised, our faith led to incredible blessings.  When I examine how far we have come 
in such a short period of time, I saw firsthand the many blessings that God bestows upon those who 
have faith in him and worship his Son.   
 

I think the best way to understand the magnitude of the blessings that have been bestowed upon our 
church and community, let me list off the highlights of the past 6 years: 
 

1. Completing the construction of the church.  Beginning in 2009, we began to complete the 
construction of the inside of the church, including floors, pews, and carpeting. 

2. Built an outdoor pavilion.  A generous donation from Alice Tanielian provided funds to build a 
much needed outdoor pavilion where many of us could gather after Badarak and for other events. 

3. Sold the land adjacent to the church and used the proceeds to pay off our mortgage.  In 
2012, Ryland Homes agreed to buy the land adjacent to the church.  Miraculously, the amount we 
negotiated was almost exactly equal to our mortgage.  And so in the fall of 2012, the church was 
now debt-free! 
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4. Built a healthy surplus of funds for future projects.  Since the fall of 2012, when we paid off 
our mortgage, we began to manage the finances of the church with more of a long-term focus.  
We took surplus funds and put them in the bank for future capital improvements and projects.   

5. Developed a budget for the church.  In late 2013, for the first time in recent memory for our 
church, we developed a detailed budget.  This was long overdue, but is now an integral part of 
the financial systems and operations of our church. 

6. Improved upon the financial systems and controls.  By the end of 2013, I felt that we had a 
solid financial management system for the church that enabled us to track revenues and 
expenses on a very timely basis.  However, David Kazarian pointed out several areas where we 
could improve our financial controls.  As a result, we implemented a lockbox system, installed a 
new computer, and, perhaps more importantly, a check machine that allows us to deposit your 
donation checks on the same day they are received, in a majority of cases. 

7. Raised over  $1 million for the construction of a parish hall.  In early 2013, the Parish Council 
voted to begin a capital campaign to raise funds to construct a long overdue parish hall.  I 
thought that this capital campaign would take at least three years.  However, the leadership and 
planning of Chuck Sarkisian and the building committee headed by Stepan Serpekian gave the 
potential donors the confidence they needed to make donations at a much faster rate than I 
would have expected.  Our mantra was “In Faith, We Will Build”.  Clearly, all of you had faith 
and, as a result, we will begin construction of a parish hall in the next several months.  
Shunorhagaloutyoune!! 

 

I wanted to finish this letter by providing you with a quick overview of our current financial status. 
Here are the main items to note: 
 

1. In 2014, we received $199,796.95 in total donations, excluding funds raised from our capital 
campaign.  This was down, as expected, due to the focus on raising funds for the parish hall.  
With the capital campaign behind us, we expect general donations to begin to grow again. 

2. Our total expenses for the year were $219,852.73.  This was more than we had expected, in large 
part due to some unexpected capital improvements we had to make to the church, namely 
painting the church and doors, which cost $ 19,269.72.   Fortunately, due to surpluses from prior 
years, we had no difficulty paying for this. 

3. We ended the year with unrestricted funds for church operations of $26,601.97, and $100,239.52 in 
our reserve fund. 

4. The 2015 budget is available for your review in this annual report. 
 

While there is always more that can be done, I feel pleased with the progress we have made with the 
financial systems, controls, and budgets for the church.  More could always be done, but I believe we 
have some of the best systems and processes for a church of our size.  This was validated in a 
meeting I recently had with the President of our bank. 
 

Thank you for letting me serve in the capacity of Treasurer for the past five years.  It has been a 
privilege and an honor. 
 

Shunorhagaloutyoune, 
 
 

Chris Sassouni 
PC Treasurer 
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DIOCESAN DELEGATES’ REPORT 
 
The 112th Assembly of the Diocese of the Armenian Church (eastern) was held at St. Vartan 
Armenian Cathedral in New York City from May 1-3 under the theme "Living the Gospel of Christ" 
and was presided over by his Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Easter Diocese 
of the Armenian Church of America.  
 

The three day agenda focused on four areas: 1) Election of the Primate, officers and 2) Proposal to 
amend current Bylaws 3) Diocesan strategic plan and 4) Commemoration plans for the 100th 
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 
 

A special meeting was summoned by the Vehapar for the Assembly to reconsider its May vote not to 
amend the current bylaw process for nomination of the Primate. The special meeting was held on 
September 13 at St. Vartan Armenian Cathedral.   
 

Balloting and elections 
 

The election of the officers and the primate consumed significant time of the Assembly. It took three 
rounds of voting to elect members of Diocesan Council as 51% majority is required to be elected. 
 

For the election of the primate, the delegates were obliged to cast their votes five separate times, to 
break a deadlock between the two leading candidates: Archbishop Barsamian and Archbishop 
Vicken Aykazian. 79 votes of the 156 registered delegates were needed to determine the winner. 
Primate, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, was elected to an unprecedented 7th term of office, making 
him the longest-serving Diocesan Primate on record. Interestingly, the final vote was achieved when 
the balloting was actually held in the Cathedral after a short prayer, adding a spiritual aspect to the 
lengthy process. 
 

Proposal to amend the by Diocesan Bylaws   
 

Two key proposals to amend the current Diocesan Bylaws were voted on as follows: 
 

1. "Dues imposed by the Diocesan Assembly. The Diocese, in turn, shall allocate five percent 
(5%) of these parish dues for an annual donation (louma) to the Mother See of Holy 
Etchmiadzin . " 

 

This motion was passed as it has in the prior year resulting in adopting a change to our Bylaws. 
 

2. The Bylaws of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern) be amended to read: 
 

 "To elect the Primate by secret ballot from a slate of three candidates to be submitted 
by the Diocesan Council with the approval of the Catholicos of All Armenians." 
 

This motion failed to pass. Since any proposed change to the Bylaws requires the proposal to pass 
two consecutive Assembly votes, this resulted in no change to our Bylaws for the election of the 
Primate. (More on this below for the special meeting) 
 

Presentation of the Strategic plan 
 

Diocesan Council chair James Kalustian outlined the new strategic plan, which was developed by the 
council and Diocesan staff to provide support to parishes as they continue to explore the theme in 
their communities. "The Diocesan Council is committed to instituting positive and lasting change 
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over the years," Mr. Kalustian said. "To institute such change, we need a concerted, multi-year effort 
and a living, dynamic plan to move us forward." Jame’s message was clear; if we do not change, the 
Church will suffer. 
 

The strategic plan focused on six key areas: Enhancing worship, offering continuing education 
opportunities for clergy, strengthening youth ministry, developing Christian and Armenian 
education programs, creating outreach initiatives to welcome prospective church members, and 
cultivating stewards. 
 

Each area has concrete programs and resources the Diocese hopes to offer parishes to help realize 
the various components of the plan. For the coming year, the council suggested focusing on worship 
and Christian education. 
 

The 100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 
 

Another highlight was a discussion of plans underway for next year's commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. It was announced that the Armenian-American community 
is building towards a national observance in Washington, DC, in May 2015. Special events are 
scheduled for May 7 to 9—including an ecumenical prayer service at the National Cathedral, a 
Pontifical Divine Liturgy, a memorial concert, and an awards banquet honoring those who helped 
the survivors. His Holiness Karekin II, the Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and 
His Holiness Aram I, the Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, both will journey to the United 
States to lead the Washington commemoration. They will be joined by Armenians from across the 
U.S., under the auspices of the Eastern and Western Dioceses, and the Eastern and Western 
Prelacies. About 25,000 Armenians are expected to attend 
 

Special Assembly on September 13,2014 
 

As mentioned earlier, the Vehapar summoned a special Assembly meeting to reconsider the vote 
which failed to pass during the May Assembly to amend the Bylaws to elect the Primate. At the end 
of pro and con arguments presented by the delegates, including Chuck Sarkisian who spoke against 
the motion, the motion again failed to pass again.  Many have felt that our bylaws reflect our 
democratic values and safeguard the role of the laity in the governance of our Diocese and election 
of the Primate. 
 

The Assembly also voted a again and passed a revision to the “Louma" Bylaw amendment mentioned 
above to make it as follows:   "The Diocese shall make an annual allocation of four percent (4%) of its 
annual budget to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin as the Illuminator's Mite." 
      

Our observations 
    

Clearly, this year's Assembly was interesting and in many sense historical as similar Primate election 
has not occurred in several decades. We were delighted to notice that St. Hagop is considered a 
vibrant and growing Parish by other delegates. To that extent, the Assembly voted overwhelmingly 
to hold its 2016 meeting in our community. It is also rewarding to be able to contribute by having the 
opportunity to address the Assembly and vote on elections and changes affecting our Church. 
 

The 2015 Diocesan Assembly would be hosted by St. Mary Church in Washington, DC. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Chuck Sarkisian & David Kazarian 
Diocesan Delegates  
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WOMEN’S GUILD REPORT 
 
Over the past year, the women’s guild led by Seta Serpekian served the church in many capacities.  
 
We provided fresh flowers for the altar each week appropriate for the season; poinsettas and lilies for 
Christmas and Easter, seasonal flowers for the other Sundays. The cost of the flowers are borne by 
church members in memory of their loved ones, or by the guild members in the absence of a  
designated donor. Vicky Mouradian is the guild member responsible for decorating the altar and she 
personally bears the cost of the flowers when no one else takes the responsibility. The past year, that 
was a cost of some $500.00.  Thank you, Vicky. 
 
The members provided coffee hour for over half of the Sundays with the remainder of the Sundays 
covered by other members of the congregation. Guild members also clean the tables in the Pavilion 
perk the coffee and clean up after the coffee hour. Members were pleased to help out at several 
cookouts to provide baked goods and servers to make the events a success. 
 
Our only source of income last year was the total of two bake sales on Palm Sunday and 
Thanksgiving. Thanks to those who baked and those who bought, we made just over $4,600.00.  We 
paid out expenses for the lahmajoon that we purchased to sell at the Bake Sale, and for our support 
of an Armenian Orphan at an orphanage in Armenia. As usual, we had a volunteer bear the expense 
of driving to Orlando to pick up the lahmajoon from Toufayan Bakery to save the shipping cost of 
the lahmajoon. And very importantly, by the end of this year we were able to transfer another 
$8,000.00 to the church hall building fund for kitchen equipment. 
 
Der Hayr also lets us know who to send out get well or sympathy cards and who would enjoy a visit 
at the hospital or assisted living facility. Martha Samuelian is responsible for sending out the 
appropriate cards and all members take on the privilege of visiting the sick and confined 
parishioners. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

Teresa Haidarian 
Women’s Guild Secretary 
 
Note: See auditing report for Women’s Guild financial summary. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT 
 
Sunday School started on September 7th with a coffee hour prepared by the teachers to kick of 
registration. Registration was open to youth from pre-k to 5th grade. We had a total of 13 students 
register. Sunday School is held from 11-11:45am on the first and third Sunday of the month. 
Attendance has varied from ten to one student and there is on average five students.  
 
The first half of the year was dedicated to educating the children about the events that are focused 
on that corresponding Sunday’s theme in the Armenian Church Calendar. We learned about Mary 
around the time of her birthday, Advent at the start of the Advent Season and about Saints on their 
respective feast days. 
 
The second half of the year has focused on learning a little bit of Armenian. We will cover the 
numbers, colors, Hayr-Mer and follow the Diocesan Lenten lessons. We are hoping for a stronger 
second half of the year with attendance and support from the parents.  
 
We have an amazing team of teacher who are ready to education the students about being good 
Armenian Christians but we need the help and support of the parents to get the students to Sunday 
School.  
 
Thank you to Courtney Serpekian, Lexy Shahnasarian, Nazley Wilson, and Ashley Recupero for your 
support with Sunday School and being egger to teach even when there are no students that day. 
Thank you to Alex Oganesova and Amanda Sagarian for leading the ACYOA Juniors this year.  
 
The Sunday School has worked several times with Pinellas Hope and if anyone is interested in 
learning more about the organization they can visit the website: http://www.pinellashope.org/  
 
Yn. Anna has also been leading a Hye Toddler group. Thank you for all of your hard work. They meet 
on the last Sunday of the month. The education materials are books from the Christian Education 
Department from the Diocese. We look forward to watching this group grow into future Sunday 
School Student.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Mallory Maslar  

Sunday School Superintendent 
 
Note: See auditing report for Sunday School financial summary. 
  

http://www.pinellashope.org/
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ACYOA SENIORS’ REPORT 
 

This was another year of growth and learning with the ACYOA and Young Professionals Organization. 
 

In January 2014 St Hagop hosted the chapter workshop held by ACYOA central council. Programing 
included activities based on the five circles of the cross. Total attendance from St Hagop was 7.  
 

In February 2014 the members of the ACYOA and Young Professional organization worked with members 
of Parish Council to help serve the church for the 2st Annual Winter Bazaar. 
 

In March 2014 Alex Oganesova worked with Jenni Morris with the Diocese and helped her with a Juniors 
retreat that took place at St Hagop. There were other seniors that attended throughout the retreat. We 
help share our experience with ACYOA Seniors to the Juniors, gather youth to attend the workshop and 
participate in activities with them.  
 

In May 2014 Alex Oganesova, Amanda Sagarian, Cristine Oganesova, Artak Apyan attended Sports 
Weekend in New York City, New York.   
 

In June 2014 Vasken Serpekian participated in the youth pilgrimage to Jerusalem with Archbishop Khajag 
Barsamian and other ACYOA members from different parishes.  
 

In Summer 2014 Cristine Oganesova attended St Vartan Camp as councilors for session C and Lexy 
Shahnasarian participated in the Armenian Service Program in Armenia. 
 

In September 2014 ACYOA seniors and young professionals had a gathering at Acropolis in St Pete. 
 

In October 2014 ACYOA seniors beat the ACYOA juniors in kickball. 
 

In November 2014 ACYOA seniors traveled to Orlando for Soorp Haroutiun Festival. Afterwards they 
went to Downtown Disney. Also in November, Artak Apyan led a dance workshop for the ACYOA 
Seniors 
 

In December 2014 ACYOA juniors challenged the ACYOA Seniors and Sunday School to a gingerbread 
house decorating contest Also in December, members of the ACYOA seniors helped Parish Council 
members and other members of the church to host our New Year Eve dance.  
 

From September 2014 to Present the ACYOA seniors have been meeting monthly with Fr. Hovnan for 
Theology on Tap. 
 

Members of the ACYOA and Young Professionals also help in different areas of our church from servig on 
the Altar, teaching Sunday School, leading the ACYOA Juniors, serving in the choir and Parish Council.  
  

We have already had a great start to the year hosting the Chapter Workshop in January of 2015. We also 
have our next Theology on Tap gathering scheduled.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has provided us with support, guidance and prayer this past year and we 
hope to continue with our successes and growing strength this next year. We have enjoyed watching 
members of the Sunday School form a strong ACYOA Juniors which will carry over into additional 
members of our ACYOA Seniors.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mallory Maslar 
 

Note: See auditing report for ACYOA Seniors’ financial summary. 
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ACYOA JUNIOR’ REPORT 
 

This past year the ACYOA Jrs were revitalized and it 
could not have been done without the juniors and 
the support of their parents. We also welcomed a co-
juniors coordinator, Amanda Sagarian, originally 
from the Worcester, MA chapter. This year’s 
numbers of participants have grown and we expect it 
to do so in the upcoming year. 
  
The goal for this past year was to bring all the juniors 
and their families together once a month for 
gatherings in addition to regular church attendance.  
 
This initiative was brought on to provide the juniors 

an opportunity to socialize beyond church. It was great to see the juniors interacting with each other 
and creating new relationships.  
 
In October, we kicked off the year with an ACYOA 
Seniors vs. ACYOA Juniors Kickball Palooza! It took 
place outside the Pavillion while 19 participants were 
present.  
 
In November, Greg, Alysia, Melanie and Holly Ekizian 
held their first monthly function in their home. About 
15 juniors participated while we enjoyed barbeque, 
music, and volleyball. We also had spiritual group 
discussion led by Fr. Hovnan. It was nice to witness the 
juniors expressing their spiritual thoughts. 
 

In December, we had a gingerbread house making contest at 
church between the ACYOA Srs. and Jrs. Of course the ACYOA 
Juniors won! 
 
In January, Harout, Ann, Edmond, Sezar and Sara Keshishian 
hosted a day in Philippe Park. It was a beautiful day and the 
juniors enjoyed pizza, music, and soccer!  
 
In March, the juniors plan to get involved in the upcoming 
winter bazaar. We plan to sell Toorshi to the community and 
participate in a pie throwing fundraiser.  

 
In the future, we plan to create more community focused events such as beach clean ups and other 
fundraisers. This year could have not been successful without Der Hovnan and the support from the 
juniors and families.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Alex Oganesova & Amanda Sagarian  
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AUDITING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

The Auditing Committee of St. Hagop Armenian Church—Chuck Begian, Adrienne Dikranian, and 
Rubina Shaldjian audited the 2014 financial records for all St. Hagop Church Funds; the summaries 
of which are listed below. 
 

ST. HAGOP CHURCH FUNDS 
 

Beginning of year bank balance (01/01/14)   $  617,659.85 
2014 Revenues  $  199,796.95 
2014 Expenses  $ (225,876.01) 

         Cash Provided by Operations $   591,580.79 

Cash Provided by Investing Activities                 $    (3,695.67) 
Increase in Restricted Net Assets  $  429,265.72 
End of year bank balance (12/31/14)   $ 1,017,150.84 
  

WOMEN’S GUILD 
Beginning of year balance (01/01/14)    $    9,539.72 
Income                 $   11,049.90 
Expenses (includes 15539.72 transferred to church hall acct.) $  (17,529.61)   
End of year bank balance (12/31/14)    $    3,160.01 
  

CHURCH SCHOOL 
Beginning of year bank balance (01/01/14)    $    3,073.95 
Income        $       210.00 
Expense        $      (306.53) 
End of year bank balance (12/31/14)    $    2,977.42 
 

ACYOA 
Beginning of year bank balance (01/01/14)    $     800.01 
Income        $      00.00 
Expenses        $     (00.00) 
End of year bank balance (12/31/14)    $     800.01 
 
BALANCE SHEET SUMMARY 

Total Assets $ 3,146,455.05 
Total Liabilities $ 247,946.01 
Total Equity $ 2,898,509.04 

 

 Comments & Recommendations are as follows: 
 

The business activity of all the church accounts appeared to be accurate in the books and records 
audited.  The bookkeeping is being handled very professionally and with an eye to detail.  St. Hagop 
has come a long way. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
   

Chuck Begian  Adrienne Vartanian Dikranian Rubina Shaldjian 
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BALANCE SHEET  
 

ASSETS 
   

 
Current Assets 

 

  
Checking/Savings 

 

   
BANK ACCOUNTS 

 

    
Cornerstone ACYOA  - 3077 800.01 

    
Cornerstone CH Ckg - 1714 814,055.91 

    
Cornerstone MM - 1617 100,239.52 

    
Cornerstone Operating - 3336 26,601.97 

    
Cornerstone SS - 2990 2,977.42 

    
Cornerstone WG - 1389 3,064.01 

   
Total BANK ACCOUNTS 947,738.84 

  
Total Checking/Savings 947,738.84 

  
Other Current Assets 

 

   
Undeposited Funds 69,412.00 

  
Total Other Current Assets 69,412.00 

 
Total Current Assets 1,017,150.84 

 
Fixed Assets 

 

  
FIXED ASSETS 

 

   
Church Automobile 15,000.00 

   
Church Building/Land 2,100,000.00 

   
Spring Hill Land 6,492.00 

  
Total FIXED ASSETS 2,121,492.00 

 
Total Fixed Assets 2,121,492.00 

 
Other Assets 

 

  
INVESTMENTS 

 

   
Cash/Money Market 

 

    
FTEXX - 779.960 Shares 779.96 

   
Total Cash/Money Market 779.96 

   
Fidelity Investments 

 

    
FE - 2 Shares 77.98 

    
FTR - 597.000 Shares 3,981.99 

    
NCR - 102.000 Shares 2,972.28 

   
Total Fidelity Investments 7,032.25 

  
Total INVESTMENTS 7,812.21 

 
Total Other Assets 7,812.21 

TOTAL ASSETS 3,146,455.05 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 

 
Liabilities 

  

  
Long Term Liabilities 

 

   
LONG TERM DEBT 

 

    
Diocesan Loan 48,898.01 

    
Diocese 199,048.00 

   
Total LONG TERM DEBT 247,946.01 

  
Total Long Term Liabilities 247,946.01 

 
Total Liabilities 247,946.01 

 
Equity 

   

  
EQUITY 

 

   
Opening Bal Equity 1,892,542.36 

   
Restricted Net Assets 816,305.72 

  
Total EQUITY 2,708,848.08 

  
Unrestricted Net Assets 215,740.02 

  
Net Income -26,079.06 

 
Total Equity 2,898,509.04 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 3,146,455.05 
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ACTUAL INCOME & EXPENSE 2014 & PROPOSED BUDGET 2015 
 

 

      

2014 Actual 2015  Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense     

  
Income 

  
    

   
REVENUES     

    
Building/Sanctuary     

     
Narthex Memorial Stone              2,700.00             23,750.00  

     
Tree Memorial              4,200.00               7,200.00  

    
Total Building/Sanctuary  $          6,900.00   $        30,950.00  

    
Church Rental                  15.00                        -    

    
Donations     

     
Avedis                  50.00                        -    

     
Baptisms/Chrismations              2,050.00               1,200.00  

     
Blessing of the Grapes                 850.00                        -    

     
Candles                  80.00                        -    

     
Clergy Visitations                 100.00                  400.00  

     
Collection Plate            56,386.60             64,000.00  

     
Funerals              2,730.00               2,000.00  

     
General/Misc Donations              4,096.25                        -    

     
Home Blessing                       -                    600.00  

     
In Lieu of Flowers              2,451.00               3,000.00  

     
Prayers                  30.00                        -    

     
Requiems              3,705.00               3,400.00  

     
Stewardship              3,150.00               6,200.00  

     
Syrian Armenian Fund              4,705.00                        -    

     
Weddings                 575.00                  600.00  

    
Total Donations            80,958.85             81,400.00  

    
Interest Earned              5,291.85               3,700.00  

    
Investments     

     
Dividends Earned                 120.91                        -    

     
Gains (Losses)                 (69.47)                       -    

    
Total Investments                  51.44                        -    

    
Membership Dues            17,100.00             18,750.00  

    
Special Events     

     
Anniversary Dance            41,412.01             20,000.00  

     
Church Bazaar              9,051.00             12,000.00  

     
Diocese Retreat                  20.00                        -    

     
Genocide              7,225.00               2,000.00  

     
NY Eve Dance              8,868.00             15,000.00  

     
Picnics              1,325.00               2,000.00  

     
Seminars                       -                 2,000.00  

     
WG Bake Sale              5,748.80                        -    

     
WG Fashion Show and High Tea              3,045.00                        -    

    
Total Special Events            76,694.81             53,000.00  

    
Special Offerings     

     
Christmas Offering              2,025.00               1,000.00  

     
Easter Offering            10,760.00               6,500.00  

    
Total Special Offerings            12,785.00               7,500.00  

   
Total REVENUES          199,796.95           195,300.00  

  
Total Income          199,796.95           195,300.00  

 
Gross Profit 

  
 $       199,796.95   $       195,300.00  
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Expense 

  
    

   
EVENTS AND MEETINGS     

    
Clergy Travel                 280.05                  500.00  

    
Diocesan Assembly & Conferences                 863.00                  800.00  

    
Evangelism & Special Events                 600.00                        -    

    
Hospitality/Meals                  56.03                  600.00  

    
Special Events & Functions     

     
ACYOA Youth                       -                    200.00  

     
Anniversary Dance            29,312.70             15,000.00  

     
Church Bazaar              4,595.62             10,000.00  

     
Genocide                       -                 3,000.00  

     
NY Eve Dance              5,982.11             10,000.00  

     
Picnics                 679.25                        -    

     
Seminars                 332.00               1,000.00  

     
Syrian Relief Fund              5,810.01                        -    

     
Valentine's Dance                       -                          -    

     
WG Bake Sale                 650.00                        -    

     
WG Fashion Show and High Tea              2,841.02                        -    

    
Total Special Events & Functions            50,202.71             39,200.00  

   
Total EVENTS AND MEETINGS  $        52,001.79   $        41,100.00  

   
INSURANCE     

    
Auto 

 
             1,404.34               1,404.10  

    
Building & Other Insurance              5,383.44               6,018.36  

   
Total INSURANCE              6,787.78               7,422.46  

   
OFFICE EXPENSES     

    
Dues and Subscriptions                  56.99                        -    

    
Office Supplies              1,008.70                  900.00  

    
Postage and Bulk Mail              1,430.06               1,440.00  

    
Printing and Reproduction              4,697.36               4,800.00  

    
Water Service     

     
Bottle Deposits                 138.00                  150.00  

     
Delivery Fee                  10.00                   10.00  

     
Water Cost                  15.00                   60.00  

    
Total Water Service                 163.00                  220.00  

   
Total OFFICE EXPENSES              7,356.11               7,360.00  

   
OPERATING EXPENSES     

    
Air Conditioning Service                 144.00                  400.00  

    
Automobile Expense              1,088.19               1,200.00  

    
Building and Property Security                 785.00                  780.00  

    
Building Grounds Repairs/Maint            19,269.72               6,000.00  

    
Diocesan Assessment            13,600.00             15,000.00  

    
General Repairs/Maintenance                       -                    240.00  

    
Internet     

     
eTapestry Access                 360.15                        -    

     
Website                 128.95                  144.00  

     
Zoho Subscription                  91.00                  204.00  

    
Total Internet                 580.10                  348.00  

    
Landscaping Expenses              8,320.00               8,600.00  

    
Payroll Expenses     

     
Clergy Health/Dental Insurance            10,238.71             14,400.00  

     
Housing Allowance            24,200.00             26,400.00  

     
Pension              3,000.00               4,000.00  
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SS Contribution              5,091.00               5,180.00  

     
Stipend            43,119.35             41,311.00  

    
Total Payroll Expenses            85,649.06             91,291.00  

    
Professional Fees     

     
Accounting Fees                 935.20                  500.00  

     
Bookkeeping                 138.59                  321.93  

    
Total Professional Fees              1,073.79                  821.93  

    
Utilities     

     
Electricity              3,991.34               4,200.00  

     
Telephone Expense     

      
Cell Phone                 669.56                  480.00  

      
Land Phone Lines              2,277.46               1,800.00  

     
Total Telephone Expense              2,947.02               2,280.00  

     
Water and Sewer              1,414.30               1,440.00  

    
Total Utilities              8,352.66               7,920.00  

   
Total OPERATING EXPENSES          138,862.52           132,600.93  

   
OTHER EXPENSES     

    
Award                 233.19                        -    

    
Bank Fees                       -                    174.80  

    
Building/Sanctuary     

     
Narthex Stone                 795.00                  960.00  

     
Stone Installation                       -                    400.00  

    
Total Building/Sanctuary                 795.00               1,360.00  

    
Charitable Donations              7,759.72    

    
Church     

     
Candles                 667.67               1,200.00  

     
Church Servers                 656.53                  300.00  

     
Church Supplies                 765.32                  720.00  

     
Other Celebrant              1,964.69               1,000.00  

    
Total Church              4,054.21               3,220.00  

    
Education                 582.55                  600.00  

    
Membership Fees                 188.00                  104.00  

    
PayPal Fees                 515.06                  540.00  

    
Special Projects     

     
Tree Memorials                 592.97                        -    

    
Total Special Projects                 592.97                        -    

   
Total OTHER EXPENSES            14,720.70               5,998.80  

   
TAXES AND FEES     

    
Annual Fees                  70.00                   70.00  

    
Taxes                  53.83                        -    

   
Total TAXES AND FEES                 123.83                   70.00  

  
Total Expense          219,852.73           194,552.19  

Net Ordinary Income           (20,055.78)                 747.81  

Net Income 
   

 $       (20,055.78)  $             747.81  
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Assembly Chairman 
 

 Aram Megerian  ___________________ 

 
Assembly Secretary 
 

 Teresa Haidarian  ___________________ 

 
Parish Council 
 
(Five to be elected for two years) 
 

 Artak Apyan  Robert Poladian 

 Eileen Barsamian Jennings  Vicken Serpekian 

 Karen Minassian  Michael Shahnasarian 

 ______________  ______________ 

 ______________  ______________ 
 
Auditing Committee 
 
(One to be elected for three years) 
 

 Grace Austin   

 ____________________  ________________ 
 
Nominating Committee 
 
(Three to be elected for one year) 
 

 Alysia Ekizian   _______________ 

 David Kazarian  _______________ 

 Jean Shahnasarian  _______________ 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Eileen Barsamian Jennings, Alysia Ekizian and Karen Minassian 
2014 Nominating Committee 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 
 
Parish Council (5 positions open) 

 
Artak Apyan:  Artak was born in Yerevan, Armenia and moved to Chicago in 
2003. Artak graduated from the University of Illinois at Chicago with a Finance 
degree. He was an active ACYOA member at St. James Armenian Church in 
Evanston, IL for many years and served as the ACYOA treasurer for 4 years. He 
moved to Tampa in 2013 and has been involved with the St. Hagop community 
ever since. Artak is currently working at Ford Credit as a financial analyst and 
pursuing his MBA degree at University of South Florida. 
 

Eileen Barsamian Jennings: Eileen has been a part of the St. Hagop community 
for the nearly 14 years she has lived in St. Petersburg with her husband, 
Ed.  During those years, Eileen has been Assembly Chairman, she took part in the 
Forward in Faith Building Campaign, and is a Godmother of the Church.  Eileen 
worked on the Church Hall Campaign Committee and is currently on the 
Genocide Memorial Committee.  She has been active on the Nominating 
Committee over 7 years.  Starting as the speaker at the Genocide Joint 
Commemoration at the FL Holocaust Museum in 2008, she has continued 
speaking to teachers and students about the Genocide every year, including her 

recent talk at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club in remembrance of the 100th Anniversary of the Genocide. 
 

Karen Minassian:  Karen has been a part of the St. Hagop Armenian Church 
since 1999 and an active member since 2003.  During this period she has chaired 
the Women’s Guild and served two terms on the parish council as member and 
secretary.  As the owner of her own business Home Service Interiors she has 
contributed to decisions related to the interior furnishings of our Sanctuary.  She 
has also been responsible for organizing the weekly Bible readings, as well as the 
Memorial Tree Project.  She is married to Vasken and they live in Palmetto, FL.   
 

Robert J. Poladian: Robert was born in San Francisco in 1949 where he grew up 
attending both the Armenian Protestant and Orthodox churches. His family 
moved to Colorado in 1959 and then to Minnesota in 1961. Robert served in the 
U.S. Army from 1967 to 1971. After his service he attended the University of 
Minnesota graduating in 1977 with a degree in Pharmacy. In 1981 he moved to 
Indiana, to work for the Federal Department of Justice, and later the Veterans 
Administration. He retired in 2004 and moved to Clearwater but continues to 
work for the VA Hospital at Bay Pines.  Robert and Nancy and have been married 
for 42 years. They have 2 sons with 3 grandchildren and 1 more on the way. 
 

Vicken Serpekian:  Vicken was born in Jordan and lived there for 15 years. His 
family moved to Florida in 2005. He earned a degree in Civil Engineering at the 
University of South Florida with an Engineer Intern license. Vicken was a part of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church choir in Amman, Jordan for 3 years. Vicken has 
been a member of St. Hagop Armenian Church since 2005 and as a part of the 
choir as well. Vicken & Courtney Serpekian got married in St. Hagop Armenian 
Church in 2014 and have been actively involved with the church's activities.  
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Michael Shahnasarian:  Mike has served a term on parish council and has been 
a leader in supporting the construction of our church hall. He earned a doctorate 
in psychology and, along with a license to practice psychology, holds several 
board certifications.  He founded Career Consultants of America, a private 
practice providing career development and vocational rehabilitation services, in 
1986; he continues to serve as its president.  His other relevant leadership 
experiences have included serving as Sr. Warden of an Episcopal church, 
chairman of the board of a large chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society, and president of the 10,000-member National Career Development Association.  Two Florida 
governors (Lawton Chiles and Jeb Bush) appointed him to the Florida Rehabilitation Council, a board 
that advises the governor on matters pertaining to vocational rehabilitation.  Mike has also served on 
numerous professional editorial boards, and presented at national and international conferences.  He has 
authored 11 books and approximately 70 professional articles and book chapters.  Mike and his family 
have been members of St. Hagop’s since the late 1980s.   
 

Nominating Committee (3 positions open) 
 

Alysia Saroyan Ekizian: Alysia has been a part of the St. Hagop Community for over 15 years, has served 
as parish council secretary and Co-director of the Sunday school.  Over the years she has also been 
involved in fundraising functions and has served on the 2007 Consecration committee. She graduated 
from the USC with a B.S. in General Studies and then California State University, Long Beach for a 
Master’s Degree in Education.  She taught school for over ten years in both California and St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Alysia is also very involved with the LAMP lighters, Plant High School, Berkeley Preparatory 
School, Junior League of Tampa, and Children of Armenia Fund. Alysia is married to Greg; they have two 
daughters Melanie and Holly. They live in Tampa, Florida. 
 

David Kazarian:  David Wayne Kazarian is originally from Connecticut and has lived in Florida with his 
wife Nancy since 1989. He’s been a member of St. Hagop for over seven years, becoming more active in 
the church after a pilgrimage to Armenia and has served three terms on parish council.  David graduated 
from USF, is a pharmacist and owns his own infusion therapy business. Professionally he’s been past 
president of the American Society of Consultant Pharmacists. David has worked with many other 
churches and non-profits with medical and charitable missions. David is married to Nancy and they have 
4 children, Sarkis, Jennifer, William, and Angela and 8 grandchildren, all of whom live out of state. 
 

Jean Shahnasarian:  Jean has been living in Tampa since 1986.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
finance from Purdue University, furthered her education at Florida State University, and then obtained a 
CPA license.  Her work career began with Arthur Andersen & Co in Chicago.  Jean then worked with a 
regional accounting firm in Tallahassee, and served as the accounting manager of The Tampa Tribune. 
During the past 28 years, she has been the treasurer of her husband’s psychology practice. Jean first 
attended St. Hagop in the late 1980’s; she has also been active at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church where she 
served as Senior Warden (Parish Council Chair) for two years.  She has enjoyed becoming more involved 
in St. Hagop (Church fundraising, Women’s Guild, 100 Year Genocide Commemoration) and looks 
forward to the church’s future! 
 

Auditing Committee (1 position open) 
 

Grace Austin:  Grace Austin is originally from Gainesville, FL.  She has been in Tampa since 1990 and 
been involved as an active supporter of St Hagop since 2011.  Grace has a Bachelor’s Degree from the 
University of South Florida, with a major in Finance and minor in Economics.  Grace works as an 
Assistant Division Director, in the Financial Institutions Division at Raymond James.  She carries a series 
4, 7, 24, 53, 63, and 66 licenses as well as the state of FL insurance license.  This will be her first 
opportunity to serve St. Hagop in an official capacity. 
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CHURCH HALL BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

In our Annual Assembly report of February 12, 2012 I had mentioned that “Looking into the future I 
see this child (St Hagop) giving birth to a Cultural Hall (a grandson)!” 
 
On February 24, 2012, under the auspices of the Parish Council, a building committee was formed 
with Stepan Serpekian, David Kazarian, Avedis Serpekian, Chuck Sarkisian and Andy Anusbigian as 
members. Dr. George Kamajian and Michael Shahnasarian joined our committee in 2014.  
 
The parish council also formed a fundraising committee for the church hall under the direction of 
Chuck Sarkisian. The pledge and fundraising campaign raised over a million dollars in pledges. As of 
December 2014 we have raised $981,755.91 in cash. 
 
Meanwhile the building committee was continuing its discovery stage of maximizing the interior of 
the cultural hall without altering the footprint that was approved during the construction of the 
sanctuary, thus eliminating additional design work for the drainage and complying with  
SWFMD regulations. 
 
In January’s parish council meeting, the parish council formalized the building committee, allowing 
for an optimal balance of oversight and efficiency.  The building committee is composed of 5 
executive (voting) members Michael Shahnasarian, Dr. George Kamajian, Chuck Sarkisian, Stepan 
Serpekian and Vicken Serpekian—Fr. Hovnan is an alternate voting member.  The committee also 
has three advisors David Kazarian, Avedis Serpekian and Richard Metjian. 
 
Where are we with the progress of the construction? 
 
Thus far we have an Architect and three builders who are available to complete our project. The final 
decision on which builder we will hire to construct the Cultural Hall depends on the final 
architectural needs of the project within our financial goal. 
 
The time line of the project is as follows:- 
 
1) Finalizing the Architectural drawings 3-4 weeks. 
2) Submitting these drawings for permitting by the Pinellas Park City Hall 6-8 weeks. 
3) Completing the bidding process by the sub-contractors 2-3 weeks. 
4) Performing a geotechnical survey of the boundaries where the building will exist. 
5) Ground breaking ceremony on April 12, 2015 with his Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian – 
Primate presiding over the blessings of the grounds.   
6) Completing the Cultural Hall within 5-6 months. 
7) Celebrating the 8th anniversary of the consecration of the church in our new cultural center. 
 
Our gratitude to all who pledged and supported to make this dream a reality. Soon we will be having 
our gatherings at the cultural hall where this “grandson,” our new hall, will grow as our parishioners 
continue their support and dedication. The children are our future, and with our hall in place, our 
children will have a place to grow and develop. 
 
Stepan H Serpekian 
Building Committee - Chairman 


